
EVENTS

 22 May 2010
PAM CPD Seminar
Claiming and Processing Extension of Time 
(EOT) under PAM Contract 2006
By Ar Jerry Sum Phoon Mun
Time 9.00am – 12.30pm
Venue Fakulti Alam Bina, Universiti Malaya
 
22 May 2010
PAM CPD Seminar
Designing for Fire Safety
By Ar Chong Lee Siong
Time 9.00am – 5.30pm
Venue PAM Sarawak Chapter
 
22 May 2010
PAM CPD Seminar
The Use of IT Technology as Applied to an 
Architectural Office
By Ar Henry Lee Inn Seong
Time 9.00am – 12.30pm
Venue PAM Sabah Chapter
 
26 May 2010
PAM Design Lecture Series
Time 6.30pm – 8.30pm
Venue PAM Centre Kuala Lumpur

PAM CONVENTION 2010
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre

1 to 4 July 2010
ARCHIDEX’10
Time 11.00am – 7.00pm

1 July 2010
Green Building Forum (GBF)
Time 9.00am – 1.00pm 

1 July 2010
KL Design Forum (KLDF)
Time 2.00pm – 6.00pm

2 & 3 July 2010
DATUM:KL
Time 9.00am – 6.00pm

 
Kindly note that the scheduled events above are 
subject to change. Please call PAM at 
03-26934182 for confirmation.

www.pam.org.my
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Architecture 
& A New DesigN AND 
creAtive ecoNomy
PAM has been calling on our Government to develop and promote Malaysian architecture 
as a design and creative industry, and at the same time, we have also been leading the 
call for Malaysia to focus our design and creative industry as a new economy, as Malaysia 
strives for a high income economy with the New Economic Model, and in the 10th 
Malaysian plan.

Increasingly more countries throughout the world, including in Asia, are exploring the 
potential of the design and creative industry, not only as an economy on its own but also 
in the value and competitive edge that this industry adds to the other industries in their 
national economy, and in the nations’ global competitiveness.

We have seen countries in Asia that have invested heavily in nurturing and promoting 
their design and creative talents are now emerging as formidable global design power 
houses. By a recent “International Design Scoreboard” study conducted with the 
University of Cambridge, the same countries are unsurprisingly also ranked high up on the 
World Economic Forum’s Global Competitiveness Index, and have also been recognised 
as “innovative nations” according to the INSEAD global innovation index.

By the same study, it is also clear that the comparatively high public investment by 
countries such as Norway in their relatively small design and creative industry is indicative 
of these countries’ strong confidence and high expectation of the growth and prospect in 
this industry.

In the quickening pace of global economic change, design and creativity are the key 
differentiating factors, along with “green”, in the new world order. As such, our investment 
in the development and promotion of the design and creative industry, including in the 
architectural profession, is also an investment in a new economic path for the future of 
the nation. 

The key challenge faced by our design and creative industry, however, has been the 
absence of an effective and empowered institution tasked solely to drive this economy. As 
a result, the industry has always been fragmented with different ministries and agencies 
overseeing different segments of the industry. For the new design and creative economy to 
take flight, there is an urgent need by the government to strengthen this institution with a 
more defining role.

Continue on page  3 >
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New Design and Creative Economy • Continue from page  1 >

On architecture, in our call to the government, we have asked the 
government to first adopt a visionary and all-embracing Malaysian 
Architectural Policy (MAP) that commits the government as a 
role model to the private sector in design excellence and quality 
architecture that will be characterised by our historical, social, 
cultural, environmental and climatic considerations.

Secondly, we have urged the Governments to lead by providing 
more opportunities for the discovery of Malaysian architects, 
especially our emerging architectural talents, through open 
competitions, for all projects of national and public interests, 
starting with projects by governmental agencies and government-
linked companies, to set an example to the private sector; if 
necessary by a two-stage, three-stage or even a “wild card” 
system to allow younger architects the equal opportunity to 
participate. 

Thirdly, we need the Government to work with us on a strategic 
inter-ministerial plan to enhance the visibility of Malaysian 
architecture worldwide, by organizing international touring 
exhibition of Malaysian architects’ works, and by supporting 
Malaysian architects’ participation in international architectural 
exhibitions, the prime event being the Venice Architecture 
Biennale.

It can be frustrating describing the value of “design and creativity” 
or clarifying the difference between design, creativity and 
innovation – in this the year that has been declared as Malaysia’s 
Year of Innovation, to our policy makers; but we are most fortunate 
to have had the understanding, support and encouragement of 
a number of government establishments including the National 
Art Gallery Malaysia and the Malaysian External Trade and 
Development Corporation (MATRADE), in our endeavours.

Ar Boon Che Wee
PAM President

The new edition of AM with profiles of over 500 firms will be 
launched in April 2010

The latest architectural ideas competition will be launched 
in May 2010

Coming soon: PAM’s participation in Venice Biennale 2010 

12th International Architecture Exhibition
People meet in architecture
29th August to 21st November 2010
The 12th International Architecture Exhibition, directed by 
Kazuyo Sejima, will be held from August 29th to November 
21st, 2010, at the Giardini and at the Arsenale (preview 
August 26, 27 and 28, 2010), and in various other venues 
in Venice 

PAM President Ar Boon Che Wee presented the MAP to the Minister of Works 
YB Dato’ Shaziman bin Mansor on 11 January 2010
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Buildings and cities are the product of human civilisation. Man 
has been creating and building from his earliest days and he 
continues to do so today. 

Civilisations at their apex often built incredible buildings and 
cities. They had clever technology that sometimes still amazes 
and confounds us in our hi-tech information age. The Mayan 
pyramids, for example, were built from heavy 3-5 ton stone 
blocks moved hundreds of kilometers without the help of 
domesticated animal power or wheels and without the use of 
metal tools as they were not yet invented. Yet they were so 
precisely cut and laid that even a blade could not slip between 
the joints; one on top of the other to heights equivalent to 20 
storey buildings. Even with such capabilities civilizations like 
the Mayans came and almost vanished.

As with every civilisation at its moment of greatness, we often 
think that we are the smartest generation the world has ever 
seen … almost invincible. 

Yet in recent years we have seen the fragility of our way of 
life. We felt its effects when the cost of fuel rose to USD148 
per barrel and we could not do anything about it even though 
we pride ourselves as a successful oil producing country. For a 
moment there was also a threat of super inflation and scarcity 
to food and basic necessities. We have seen the clear effects 
of climate change as carbon emissions reached levels that 
the world has never experienced since its creation. We started 
hearing words like “climate refugees” that were unheard of 
ten years ago, as water levels rise and the toll of climatic 
calamities increases. 

In October 2008, the economic clock stopped for a moment 
to account for the greed of man and the folly of his schemes, 
which incidentally involved sub-prime loans based on 
buildings. We were at an interesting cross road of history. It 
was as though a “time-out” had been called to a game where 
the tide had suddenly turned against us. We had a chance to 
change tactics and players. 

The building score of our civilisation at that moment as 
reported by Tony Arnel, Chairman of the World Green Building 
Council (WGBC) was that buildings consumed as much as 
40 percent of the world’s energy, 12 percent of its water and 
contributes 40 percent of the waste sent to landfills. Buildings 
last a long time and thus will continue to sap our resources for 
as long as they stand. In fact, they sap even more resources 
as they age. So the taps are already opened and resources 
will continue to be drained until we do something about it.

Malaysia’s Green Building Index (GBI) was launched on 21st 
May 2009 by the Hon. Minister of Works Malaysia. It is the 
Malaysian building industry’s green rating tool to enable 
developers and building owners to design and construct more 
sustainable buildings that can provide - energy and water 
savings, a healthier indoor environment, better connectivity 
to public transport, the use of low carbon footprint materials, 

adoption of recycling and more greenery.

To further drive this change, the Hon. Prime Minister of 
Malaysia on the 23rd October 2009 at the 2010 Budget, 
announced tax incentives for the additional costs incurred by 
going Green in the form of Investment Tax Allowances (ITA) 
for building owners, and Stamp Duty Exemptions for buyers of 
properties that achieve GBI certification.

In the same month, the State Government of Penang 
also announced incentives for buildings that achieve GBI 
certification and also imposed GBI certification as mandatory 
key criteria for their new development zones.

In November 2009, Green Building Index was introduced 
at the World Green Building Council meetings in Phoenix, 
Arizona. Malaysia’s GBI initiatives and the incentives given by 
the Government for green building were applauded by the 34 
countries present. 

At this cross road of our civilisation, we can choose to make 
the right decisions to build a better and more sustainable 
future. Repeating the old ways of doing things is clearly not an 
option. The days of constructing a building and not knowing 
how much it will cost each month to operate will need to end. 
We need to change tactics. Yes, we have done things wrongly 
before and Yes, we will continue to make mistakes … but not 
doing anything will lead to our demise.

Ar Dr Tan Loke Mun
Chairman of Joint LAM-PAM Green Building and 
Sustainability Committee

Why We Need Green 
Buildings and Cities



Building Inspection 
Training Course 
The training course was held on 13 and 14 January 2010 with 62 participants comprising 
architects, engineers and other building industry personnel.

The one-day Basic Course trained the participants on the basic knowledge and skill to 
conduct building inspection, and the two-day Advanced Course trained them further 
technical defects analysis and reporting – a prelude to forensics inspection.

The objective of these courses is to enhance the capability of architects and other building 
professionals, and PAM members’ participation is partially funded by the MIDA Service 
Sector Capacity Development Fund.

The training also helped the participants to review their design practices in relation to 
Uniform Building By-laws, maintenance of the property throughout its life-cycle, as well as 
health and safety concerns of the occupants.

Feedback from Participants
• Should highlight typical design issues/problems as part of ongoing training materials  
 (CPD) for architectural fraternity.

• Very well organised.

• Enlightening on the systematic way to identify defect at the root and solve it at the main
 cause. Very informative!

• Perhaps to go more in-depth into forensics investigation e.g. more case studies,  
 instruments used, etc.

• More slides to show the shocking examples of: bad defects, bad design, bad  
 coordination.

• Informative: Hopefully Architect Centre can give more infomation on how to determine  
 the cause of defects.

• Suggestion: I understand that most of the clients are for residential properties. However,
 site inspection will be more interesting if other type of development is introduced, e.g  
 mixed development, shopping malls, factories.

• It would be great to have a follow up programme after the seminar. Perhaps a  
 monitored forum online to exchange on site issues where if direct solutions cannot be  
 provided at least a direction can be given.

• Course is too short – but eye-opening!

• Good to get an M&E engineer to share on M&E inspection cases.

• This course is timely in view of the building industry is now facing a transformation.  
 Hope to see more such courses being run by PAM.

• This course really opened up a wider perspective in relation to existing responsibility as  
 an architect. In some ways I managed to capture some “design flaws” among the  
 defect which really helps me to improve and not making the same “flaws”. It also  
 creates alertness of what we as architect certify at site!

Architect Centre shall offer the course again in October. Kindly pre-register by calling Architect 
Centre at 03-2698 2488 or email to info@architectcentre.com.my to book your seats early as 
places are limited.

Participants taking notes during an inspection 
demonstration by the trainer

Trainer demonstrating the correct method to 
detect hollow tiling works with tile tester

Joint Management Body representative 
highlighting concerns of the residents at a 
condominium due to adjacent construction

Participants conducting inspection in the 
basement of a condominium
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Executive Summary of The Minutes of the Fourth Meeting of 
PAM Council 2009-2010

The Secretariat and Finance Committee proposed and Council 
agreed in principle to increase the subsidy to the Chapters 
for the purpose of strengthening the respective Chapters’ 
secretariats to serve the members better, and to enable the 
Chapters to organise more activities that generate income to 
sustain the Chapters.

Council approved the list of applications listed below 
recommended by the Membership Committee:
Corporate Membership Felix Wee Lik Chiang, Hung Sing 
Ing, Joyce Chua Su Ying, Wong Yat Meng, Tan Gek Neo, Haris 
Fadzilah bin Abdul Rahman, Ahila Ganesan, Lim Swee Keng, 
Yong Hon Mun, Quake Huay Tin, Syed Zulkarnain bin Abdul 
Kader Aljunid, Khairani bt Khalid, Lim Shiew Fern, Ahmad Rizal 
bin Abd Rahman Reinstatement of Corporate Membership 
Michael Chong Kiam Kiong Graduate Membership Wong King 
Siong, Tay Tze Yong, Lam Choi Suan, Khaw Tang Kiet, Nik Azni 
bin Md Tahir, Liew Full On, Tan Ewe Liat, Ooi Ee Sze, Lee Shyan 
Luen, Adam bin Halim, Najah bt Md Alwi, Lee Chung Hoe, Aznil 
Amir bin Jaafar, Goh Toh Kiat, Wan Osman b Wan Harun, Nik 
Alisya bt Nik Mohamed, Shah Bani bt Abdul Aziz, Zazarena bt 
Mohamad  Reintstement of Graduate Membership Salena 
Ibak, Dasyarina Sarilah bt Daud

The Committee targeted to publish the PAM Form of Contract 
2006 Guidebook by April 2010. 

155 people attended the Colloquium on PAM Form of 
Contract 2006 in December 2009 and some feedback received 
that the participants found it very useful. A repeat session is 
scheduled to be held on 23 January 2010. 

The awards ceremony of Architecture+Design
& Spectrum Foundation Architecture Awards of India 
would be held in KL on 5 February 2010. The highest award at 
the international level was conferred on reputed architect Mario 
Botta from Switzerland who received the Golden Award for 
Global Contribution in Architecture. The awardees for the
Golden Award for Excellence in Architecture from the South-East 
Asian region included PAM Past President on Council Dato’ Ar 
Haji Esa Haji Mohamed.

The Graduate Orientation Workshop would be held on 6 
February 2010 at UCSI.

PAM’s case for the formulation of the Malaysian Architectural 
Policy - MAP was presented and briefed to the Minister of 
Works, Dato’ Shaziman bin Mansor, on 11 January 2010, by 
PAM President Ar Boon Che Wee and Deputy President Ar 
Saifuddin Ahmad. The Minister is having a neutral party to study 
the MAP and from there would call PAM again for any feedback.

PAM President and Council congratulated LAM President Dato’ 
Ar Nur Haizi Abdul Hai on her promotion as “Timbalan 
Ketua Pengarah III”, an achievement that architects in public 
sector and Malaysian architects in general will be proud of.

15 January 10_PAM Centre, KL The Green Building Index Existing Building rating tool 
would be launched in April 2010 while the Township rating tool 
in July 2010.

10 architectural firms had registered to participate in MSE 
2010. The International Affairs Committee would be collating 
materials for a publication to be brought to the exhibition. The 
Committee is also working on the concept for the booth for 
PAM/GBI.

NAPSEC had endorsed PAM’s proposal for the Government 
to drive a new ‘design and creative’ economy at the last 
NAPSEC meeting. 

The Media and Publications Committee proposed to produce 
a short film on architecture to promote architecture to the 
public.

Council unanimously agreed to the nomination of Ar Dr Tan Loke 
Mun and KC Yi (from Korea Institute of Registered Architects 
- KIRA) as the Advisors for the Architecture Asia magazine, 
and Ar Boon Che Wee, Ar Lee Chor Wah, Ar Abu Zarim Abu 
Bakar and Ar Saifuddin Ahmad, as the members of the Editorial 
Board. Council recorded appreciation to Datuk Ar P. Kasi for his 
contribution as Advisor for the past several years.

A programme to train more members as adjudicators 
and to enable them to join PAM’s Panel of Adjudicators is being 
worked out by the Professional Practice Committee.

Council unanimously endorsed the MOU for Sustainable 
Built Environment, prepared by SIA following the Roundtable 
Meeting on Sustainability, held in Singapore in October 2009. 

books by members
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Other Highlights

09/01/2010
PAM CPD Seminar
Comparison between Sole 
Proprietor vs a Company Limited 
by Shares (Sdn Bhd) vs a 
Limited Liability Partnership and 
Relevant Tax Isues in the Related 
Business Set Up
by Ms Lynn Leong Li Ying &
Mr Ng Kim Cheong 
PAM Centre, KL

23/01/2010
PAM CPD Seminar
An Overview of Architect’s 
Profession  - Its Past, Present & 
Future
by Prof Dato’Ar Chin Wai Yeong 
PAM Centre, KL

27/01/2010
Design Lecture Series
“Backhome - Stripped” and 
Brittany House.....A Fusion 
of Contemporary Living and 
Heritage Charm
by Ar Masyerin Mohamed Nor & 
Ar Michael Ong Chin Keong 
PAM Centre, KL

21/01/2010
BIM Workshop
The Path To BIM:  Discover 
Building Information Modeling 
(BIM) Workshop
 PAM Centre, KL
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Prof Dato’ Ar Chin Wai Yeong

Ar Michael Ong Chin Keong

Ar Masyerin Mohamed Nor




