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11-12 March 2013
Seminar on Affordable Housing

(AQH 2012)
 

20 March 2013
PAM Design Lecture Series 
“Architecte Sans Frontier”

Venue PAM Centre, Wisma Bandar
 

27 March 2013
Eco B Forum

Venue Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre
 

29 March 2013
PAM Members Night

 
27 April 2013

PAM 47th Annual General Meeting
 

18 May 2013
PAM Annual Dinner 

Venue Majestic Hotel Kuala Lumpur
 

20 June 2013
KLDF “Defunctional” 

 
21-22 June 2013

DATUM: KL “Architechnique” 
 

Kindly note that the scheduled events 
above are subject to change. 

Please call PAM at 03-2693 4182 
for confirmation.

kdn no: pp 1022/08/2013(032931) www.pam.org.my

DIARY

JANUARY
2013

....A Thorn....
Goodbye 2012, hello 2013 and next month, Chinese all over the world will usher in the Year of the 
Snake and say farewell to the Year of the Dragon.

For us architects and all from the architectural profession, a long outstanding issue, a thorn on 
our sides, something that everyone wishes to eradicate but which seems to be getting rampant 
and bolder each day, is the issue on non-professional architects / non-registered architectural 
consultancy firms offering architectural services. And this includes foreigners.

In Malaysia, one needs to be registered with Lembaga Arkitek Malaysia as a professional architect 
and also have a registered architectural establishment as stipulated in the Architects Act 1967 (Act 
117) & Rules, in order to practice. There is a provision in the current Act that allows foreigners to 
practice but many resort to devious means to score projects where they cannot be held accountable.

The Act is as such to protect the Architects and the public, because if something goes wrong, the 
architect will be held accountable.

The trend of appointing foreign architects stems from local clients including the GLCs who believe 
that foreign architects instead of locals will help to boost their image and increase the marketability 
of their products.

A quote from PAM Gold Medalist 2012, Dato’ Ar Hj. Hajeedar Abdul Majid:
“It’s upsetting when clients want foreign architects to work on their projects in Malaysia. With all due 
respect to foreign architects, they may be good in their own country but unlike local practitioners, 
they are not fully aware of the climate, culture and values.” 

Taking a coin from another PAM Gold Medalist, “Gucci Syndrome” clients are also more than willing 
to pay ‘BIG bucks’ to these foreign firms.

Previously, these foreign architects work from their home base or a third country but lately they 
have taken the bold steps of setting their office right in front of our eyes. Lembaga Arkitek Malaysia 
cannot take action as they are set up or camouflaged as design firms.

Foreign firms continue to be on our shores because there are many receptive local architects who 
are willing to become their surrogates and clients who are willing to appoint them. 

Both PAM and LAM have actively discouraged this practice but the problem persists as there are 
continuous offers from the clients and the availability of these receptive local architects.

But ironically PAM and LAM received complaints mostly from the BIG firms on the foreign intru-
sion and the smaller firms are complaining more on the local design firms that is run by graduate 

continued on Page 6 >
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PAM Immediate Past President Ar Boon Che Wee, and PAM Award-
winning architect Ar Lim Teng Ngiom.

The man whose architectural achievement we are about to 
honour and celebrate tonight needs little or no introduction in 
the architectural fraternity. He is known to us all – to some more 
than others – as a professional who has since carved a very 
successful career doing what he loves best in his career of choice 
as a professional architect.
 
In 1986, when I received my corporate membership certificate from 
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia, it had the recipient’s signature on it 
as he was then the President. In 2009 when the recipient received 
his Fellow from PAM it had my signature on it as I was then the 
Honorary Secretary. And tonight, it is a great honour for me as PAM 
President to read this citation and tribute, and later confer upon 
the recipient this prestigious award. The chance of this repeating 
to others is very remote.

Born and bred in KL, the recipient comes from a large family of 
nine, whose parents have had a great influence on the children. Out 
of the nine, two are interior designers, one is a fashion designer, 
one is a fine artist and, of course one is an architect. The children 
undoubtedly inherited the artistic and creative traits from their 
mother who loves embroidery among others. The father who was 
the Chairman of the Royal Federation Police Thriff and Loan Society 
Limited (The Police Coop) was in charge of the construction of one 
of the highest building in KL then, the Bangunan Koperasi Polis at 
Jalan Sulaiman. The father used to bring the children around to 
inspect the progress of the construction. I assumed this might have 
inspired this young lad to become an architect. This was at a time 

The PAM Gold Medal Award is the most prestigious award that 
can be accorded to an architect or an architectural practice by his/
her/their own peers, in recognition of his/her lifetime contribution 
to architecture. The objective of the award is to recognise a 
distinguished individual PAM Corporate Member or a group of 
PAM Corporate Members, who has brought great distinction to 
architecture through a body of work which demonstrates the 
highest level of design excellence or a lifetime contribution which 
has promoted the advancement of architecture in Malaysia or 
internationally.

The Award may also recognise an architectural practice comprising 
2 or more Corporate Members, that has similarly brought great 
distinction to architecture through a body of work over a sustained 
period of time that consistently demonstrates the highest level of 
design excellence and has the advancement of architecture in 
Malaysia or internationally.

The Award, first instituted in 1988, has been conferred on six 
individuals so far. Tonight’s recipient, the seventh, joins a legion of 
distinguished architects whose careers have endowed the profession 
with great distinction and have promoted the advancement of 
architecture in Malaysia and internationally. Past PAM Gold Medal 
winners include the late Dato’ Ar Kington Loo (1988), the late Dato’ 
Ar Hisham Albakri (1992), Datuk Seri Ar Lim Chong Keat (1997), 
Ar Hijjas Kasturi (2001), Dato’ Ar Dr Baharuddin bin Abu Kassim 
(2008) and Dato’ Ar Dr Kenneth Yeang (2011).

PAM President chairs the PAM Gold Medal 2012 Jury, and is 
joined by other jury members, PAM Gold Medallist 2011 Dato’ Ar 
Dr Kenneth Yeang, PAM Past President Ar Haji Hussein Hamzah, 

PAM GOLD MEDAL 2012 
DATO’ Ar HAJI HAJEEDAR ABDUL MAJID 
19 JANUARY 2013, KUALA LUMPUR

continued on Page 4 >

PAM Gold Medal Award 2012 Winner, Dato’ Ar Haji Hajeedar Abdul Majid (left) receiving the award from PAM President, 
Ar Haji Saifuddin Ahmad

From left: Dato’ Ar Haji Hajeedar Abdul Majid, DYMM 
Yang Di-Pertuan Besar Negeri Sembilan Darul Khusus 
Tuanku Muhriz Ibni Almarhum Tuanku Munawir and Ar 
Haji Saifuddin Ahmad

Conferment ceremony dinner with DYMM Yang Di-pertuan 
Besar Negeri Sembilan Darul Khusus
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when architecture was not a preferred profession especially among 
the Malays. This young lad was already an accomplished child artist 
and founding member of Wednesday Art Group, who does fine 
sketches until today. The children are taught to be independent, 
to speak their minds and to advocate things that they believe in. 
These traits have continued in him and have been fact became 
beneficial to his advancement as a professional Architect and to 
the architectural profession who he represents.

The first evidence of these traits was seen when this young lad 
cancelled the word naval from his scholarship offer letter which 
earned him early recognition as a rebel well before he started his 
architectural training in the UK.

He studied at Portsmouth Polytechnic UK majoring in Urban and 
Conservation Studies and was conferred a Diploma in Architecture in 
1972. In 1973 he was awarded a Certificate in City Planning in Tokyo.

Started his professional experience in UK before returning to 
Malaysia in 1973. He was appointed as an Architect in Urban 
Development Authority (UDA) and continued to work there till 1978. 
His last post there was as the Deputy Director, Technical Services 
Division. In that same year, he set up his own practice, HAJ dan 
Rakan-rakan, one of the very few Malay architectural practices 
at the time. This sole proprietor firm was subsequently renamed 
HAJEEDAR AND ASSOCIATES SDN in 1983 and still is today. This 
spirited young man went about his career serving his clients dutifully 

although some of the clients preferred to call it ‘antagonised’ - in 
the discharge of his architectural duties. Nevertheless to this day, 
he has remained true to his ideals and I believe many of his clients 
are still his friends.

He was first elected as Council member of Pertubuhan Akitek 
Malaysia in 1976 reaching the helm of Presidency in 1985 -1987 
for a two year term. It is interesting that his elder sister Siti Majidah 
was the President of the Malaysian Society of Interior Designers at 
around the same period. I think this is a record of sorts in Malaysian 
history whereby siblings helmed their respective professional 
institutes at around the same time.

During this period, the recipient was also appointed as a board 
member of Lembaga Arkitek Malaysia. At LAM he was a member 
of the Disciplinary Committee. His strong principles on professional 
ethics, fees, and supplanting were very evident then and members 
of the profession dreaded to see or face him on such matters to 
the extent that he was known as the hanging judge.

He was blunt, sharp tongued and always spoke his mind because 
of his strong principles. He doesn’t mince his words on that he 
believes in no matter what the circumstances are.

On the encroachment of foreign architects working in Malaysia 
without permits, it is legendary that is was during his time that 
he, and of course with the help of his friends in the Immigration 

Group photo with Past and Current PAM Presidents

Group photo with past staff of Hajeedar & Associates Sdn

From left: Dato’ Ar Dr Ken Yeang PAM Gold Medalist 2011, Dato’ Ar Hj Hajeedar Abdul Majid 
and Ar Hj Saifuddin Ahmad

Group photo with PAM Council Members
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Department and Bukit Aman stopped a foreign architect at the 
Subang International Airport for working here without a permit. Till 
today no one is able to emulate this daring feat!!!

His other professional appointments are as a member of the Dewan 
Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur Advisory Board (1985 -1992), member 
of Majlis Penasihat Kebangsaan Berkenaan Kebudayaan (1979 – 
1981, 1993 – 1995), to name a few.

In the academic, the recipient was a part time Design lecturer 
under the Department of Planning & Housing, USM, Pulau Pinang, 
an external examiner for Schools of Architecture at ITM, UTM 
and USM. He is currently an Adjunct Professor for the School of 
Architecture, UPM since 2006. UPM has recognised his contribution 
to the profession by having his works exhibited and published at 
Putra Architectural Exhibition (PAX) 2012 organised by the Faculty 
of Design and Architecture.

Design wise, the recipient subscribes to contemporary design style, 
endeavoring to fulfill the client’s brief to design spaces and buildings 
for the intended function while respecting the climatic constraints and 
responding to sustainable environment, social and cultural content. 
He aspires to create appropriate architecture for each project to be 
cost effective in construction and subsequent maintenance. In fact 
cost effective is practiced even in his every day life.

“Architecture is common sense, anything else is non-sense” this 
is the motto of his firm or is it his motto?

Amongst the numerous projects that the Recipient has designed 
and subsequently constructed, the most captivating building to 
me is the Masjid Abu Bakar Al Sidique or the Bangsar Mosque 
completed in 1982. The design broke away from the norm of most 
mosque design in our country at the time. An almost similar design 
was subsequently built, Masjid Saidina Othman Ibn Affan or the 
Bandar Tun Razak Mosque. The Bangsar mosque in fact captivated 
the eyes of the President of Maldives who visited Kuala Lumpur and 
the recipient was later appointed to build the Islamic Centre and the 
Friday Mosque in Male, Maldives. The government of Maldives was 
so impressed by the recipient’s capabilities that he was appointed 
the Honorary Consul of Maldives to Malaysia.

As conservation is one of his major qualification the recipient 
assisted in the restoration and conservation of a number of 
historic buildings in Kuala Lumpur. The most successful being the 
restoration works carried out to the historical building of JKR 26 
at Jalan Hishammuddin, Kuala Lumpur of which he was awarded 
the Penguin Prize by the Norwegian government.

Long before Kuala Lumpur is famous for the Petronas Twin Towers, 
the recipient has actually completed two twins; the MNI Twins at 

Jalan Pinang and the Bank Pembangunan and Bank Industry at 
Jalan Sultan Ismail.

As we all know the Prime Minister during this period was Tun 
Mahathir Mohamad. Tun Mahathir Mohamad was known to be 
on the look out for young successful Malay professional and 
entrepreneur to help in the nations continuing development. He 
must have impressed the honorable Prime Minister then as they 
became quite close and he was often consulted on issues related 
to the built environment. It was also known that the Prime Minister 
visited his firm in Bangsar to check on the new computer equipment 
that was installed in his firm. This connection is good and the 
profession needs such connections. Guess that was how he was 
appointed as Chairman of PERNAS Construction Sdn and Chairman 
of subsidiaries companies that followed. At LAM the recipient got 
another title, the Link Man...

If you talk to the people who have been with him in his office 
– many of them here tonight in his honour – they will tell you 
not to mess with him or his work! They will also tell you of an 
architect who clearly understands his obligations and duties as 
a professional; of someone who works incredibly hard and smart 
at building a successful career; of a devoted husband, father 
and today a doting grandfather; of a mentor they were privileged 
to have had (and still do) to guide them in their respective, 
architectural careers.

Lastly, one needs to monitor or remind him on the time limit when 
he is given a chance to speak as he is so passionate on whatever 
topic, that he goes beyond that allocated time. A kind reminder from 
Jidah to Jeedar on this for your lecture tonight.

On that note, it is with great pleasure that I proudly announce 
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia’s highest recognition for lifetime 
achievement in architecture for a Malaysian architect, the PAM 
Gold Medal 2012 is conferred to Dato’ Ar Hj Hajeedar bin Haji 
Abdul Majid.

All said and done, all that is left for me to say is that I now look 
forward to Dato’ Ar Hj Hajeedar Abdul Majid’s Gold Medal lecture; 
I know he will share with us his thoughts with real conviction and 
great passion and may even correct or deny what I have said earlier. 
Events in the past have shown that this man just cannot sit there and 
listen to others speak; tonight is his night and we have concerted 
to let him have the stage all to himself after this! Congratulations 
again Dato’; I can’t tell you just how proud I am, how proud we all 
are, to be here tonight in your honour.

Please join me in extending a warm round of applause for Dato’ Ar 
Hj Hajeedar Hj Abdul Majid, the 7th recipient of PAM’s Gold Medal 
Award for the year 2012.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE 8TH 
MEETING OF PAM COUNCIL 2012-2013 
11 JANUARY 2013

The Education Committee had prepared a paper to be submitted to 
LAM on the feedback for LAM Part III Professional Examinations, a copy of 
the report is circulated to Council Members. The following are the salient 
points of the report:
1.  The issue on the poor passing rate of candidates is due to the lack 

of preparation of candidates, and not because of the questions or 
marking of the examinations.

2.  The topics for Professional Examinations are not included in the 
curriculum of architecture education at the universities.

3.  To solve the issue, the report proposed to look at the educating of 
architects holistically by looking at the roles of the Academician, LAM, 
PAM and Professional Architects to assist in preparing the candidates.

4.  In summary, PAM would be able to provide the infrastructure to help 
prepare the candidates to sit for the Part III examinations, however, the 
candidates have to take their own initiatives to acquire the necessary 
knowledge and experience on their own and in the organisations in 
which they are engaged.

Council endorsed the following appointments
Greenbuildingindex Sdn Bhd Directors:  
Ar Chan Seong Aun, Ar Tan Pei Ing and Ar Lillian Tay; and 
Green Building Index Accreditation Panel (GBIAP):  
Ar Boon Che Wee, Ar Serina Hijjas, Ar Von Kok Leong, Ar Michael Ching 
and Ar Menaha Ramanath.

Council approved the new membership applications of 17 Corporate 
Members, 83 Graduate Members, 1 Academic member, 4 Associate 
Graduate Members, 3 Student Members and Reinstatements of 2 
Corporate Members and 1 Graduate Member.

Events that are lined up for March 2013:
2 March 2013  PAM Annual Bowling Tournament
28 March 2013 PAM Membership Golf
29 March 2013 PAM Members Night / President’s Night

The Eco-B Exhibition will be held on 26-28 March 2013 at Halls 1, 
2, 3 of the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre. The exhibition will be 

held together with other exhibitions from other institutes under CIDB’s 
International Construction Week 2013 (ICW2013). The Winners of the 
Eco-B Exhibition Awards will be announced on 28 March 2013.

The confirmed speakers for the Eco-B Forum are Ar BC Ang from WHBC 
Architects, Malaysia, Elora Hardy of Green School, Bali, Arc Vo Trong Nghia 
from Vietnam and Yip Yuen Hong, Singapore.

DATUM:KL 2013 will be held on 21 and 22 June 2013. The theme for 
DATUM:KL 2013 is “Architechnique”, while for KLDF 2013 is “Defunctional”. 

The programmes for PAM CPD seminars for the next 6 months are now 
available for registration online at www.pam.org.my

The Heritage Conservation Committee proposed to organise a one-day 
workshop on 16 March 2013 consisting of 2 heritage talks, one by Ar 
Steven Thang, Ar Rosli Ali & Ms Mariana Isa, and the other by Ar Ahmad 
Najib, Ar Azaiddy & Ar Richard Ho.

Courtesy visits are being arranged by the Housing and Community 
Committee: Courtesy visit to PKNS, to discuss on the architect’s scope 
of work and responsibility under Build Then Sell, remuneration according 
to the Architects Scale of Fees, competitions for architectural design, 
and future direction of PKNS; Courtesy visit to MBPJ, with agendas on 
enhancement of the quality of “low-cost” housing in and around Petaling 
Jaya and community issues, and Courtesy visit to Prasarana and PR1MA, 
with agenda on competitions for architectural design.

PAM and Jabatan Warisan Negara are in discussions to conduct an 
architectural design competition for a Visitor Centre at the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site Lenggong Valley.

The next issue of AM shall publish on the theme “New Green Buildings 
in Malaysia”.

The next Building Industry Forum is proposed to be held in Alor Setar, 
Kedah, tentatively in early March 2013.

< continued from Page 1

architects and the monopolisation of projects by the BIG firms!!! It is also 
noted that it is also the BIG firms who are in collaboration with the foreign 
firms – whether the collaboration is genuine or they are just Principle 
Submitting Persons, lets give them the benefit of the doubt.

I hope professional firms, BIG or small, would stop being Submitting Per-
sons and I would like to propose to LAM to make it compulsory for ALL 
firms who are the Submitting Persons for the foreign firms to submit the 
credential of their foreign counterparts and details of their collaboration.

PAM does not encourage and at the same time, condone genuine col-
laborations as we believe in local talents. Also on certain projects we 
believe local firms can gain a lot in terms of technology and work culture 
from their foreign counterparts.

As for the setting up of design firms, whether from foreigners or local, 
PAM and LAM must find a way to address this issue. A practitioner sug-
gested that a committee be set up to look into this. I will raise this at the 
next Council Meeting for approval.

The Architect’s Act is being amended as part of the government’s liberali-

sation plan. The proposed amendments include allowing foreign architects 
to register in Malaysia as practitioners. They need to go through the same 
qualifying process as local architects including passing the LAM Part 3 
Examinations and being Corporate Members of PAM. But until this is 
enacted by Parliament, the law stands status quo.

Lastly congratulations to Ar Tan Pei Ing, the President of ARCASIA, who 
begins her term as President from 1 January 2013. PAM hosted the 
1st ARCASIA 2013-2014 Office Bearers meeting at PAM Centre on 18 
January 2013.

PAM also congratulates Dato’ Ar Hj Hajeedar for the conferment of PAM 
Gold Medal 2012. The conferment ceremony was held at Sime Darby 
Convention Centre on 19 January 2013.

May 2013 and the coming Year of the Snake bring new life and advance-
ment to the architecture profession.

Ar Haji Saifuddin Ahmad
PAM President



5 January 2013
PAM CPD Seminar
High Rise Structural Design and 
Associated Structural Systems
By Ir Tan Ah Chai
PAM Centre, Wisma Bandar Kuala Lumpur

12 January 2013
PAM CPD Seminar
Cash Flow, Consultants and CIPAA 2012
By Datuk Ar Sundra Rajoo Nadarajah
Taylor’s University Lakeside Campus, 
Petaling Jaya

15 January 2013
Courtesy Visit by The Architectural 
Society of China
PAM Centre, Wisma Bandar
Kuala Lumpur

17 January 2013
Asia Design Forum Design Roulette A 
Sequential Dialogue 
“Design and Scale: Does Size Matter?”
Pacific Regency Hotel Suites, KH Tower, 
Kuala Lumpur

19 January 2013
PAM International Design Lecture Series
Traditional Architectural Culture of Tibet
By Ar Xu Zong Wei Architectural Society of China
Taylor’s University, Lakeside Campus, 
Petaling Jaya

18 January 2013
ARCASIA Handing Over and Office 
Bearers Meeting
PAM Centre, Wisma Bandar
Kuala Lumpur

30 January 2013
MOU Signing with Hume Cemboard
PAM Centre, Wisma Bandar
Kuala Lumpur

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
PAM Council 2012-2013
president
Ar Haji Saifuddin Ahmad
deputy president
Ar Chan Seong Aun
vice president
Ar Abu Zarim Abu Bakar
honorary secretary
Ar Mohd Zulhemlee An
honorary treasurer
Ar Haji Abdul Halim Suhor
immediate past president
Ar Boon Che Wee
past presidents on council
Dato’ Sri Ar Haji Esa Mohamed
Ar Tan Pei Ing
Ar David Teh Teik Lim
council members
Ar Amzar Ahmad
Ar Azmil Abdul Azmi
Ar Ezumi Harzani Bin Ismail
Ar Jasmin Kamarudin
Ar Lillian Tay Wai Fun
Ar Laurent Lim Aun Giap
Ar Alvin Lim Hai Seah
Ar Nurakmal Abdullah
Ar Sarizal Yusman Yusoff
Ar Sarly Adre Sarkum
Ar Steven Thang Boon Ann
Ar Thirilogachandran A/L 
 Shanmugasundaram
Ar Zamri Ismail
En Fadzlan Rizan Johani
northern chapter chairman
Ar Lawrence Lim Hua Kwang
southern chapter chairman
Ar Haji Muhamad Zawawi Zainuddin
sabah chapter chairman
Ar Lo Su Yin
sarawak chapter chairman
Ar Peter Wong King Lai

BERITA AKITEK EDITORIAL
Ar Haji Saifuddin Ahmad
Ar Chan Seong Aun
Ar Abu Zarim Abu Bakar
Ar Mohd Zulhemlee An
Ar Abdul Halim Suhor
Zarina Ibrahim
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Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia
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