
13 April 2013
PAM CPD Seminar

“Residential Green Design”
Venue PAM Centre, Wisma Bandar

PAM Inter-Firm Bowling Tournament 2013
Venue Shalin@SpaceU8, Shah Alam

PAM Professional Practice Course  2013
( Module 3-B)

Venue Taylor’s University Lakeside Campus

20 April 2013
PAM Professional Practice Course  2013

( Module 4-B)
Venue Taylor’s University Lakeside Campus

27 April 2013
PAM 47th Annual General Meeting

Venue Saloma Theatre Restaurant, Kuala Lumpur

2 May 2013
PAM HOMEDEC Residential Award 2013

Venue Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre

4 May 2013
PAM CPD Seminar

“Rainwater Harvesting System:
Factors that Influence RWH System Design”

Venue PAM Centre, Wisma Bandar

11 May 2013
PAM Annual Dinner

Venue Majestic Hotel Kuala Lumpur 

20 June 2013
KLDF “Defunctional”

Venue Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre

21 - 22 June 2013
DATUM:KL  “Architechnique”

Venue Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre
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MARCH

In Berita Akitek March 2012, I wrote about Elections, stating that the whole country 
is guessing when the General Election will materialise. I also mentioned about 
PAM’s own election. After much speculation, finally the date of the GE2013 is 
confirmed; luckily it does not fall on the same day as we will be having our election 
on 27 April 2013.

How time flies………. Nomination for PAM Elections was closed on 29 March 
2013. A few things can be concluded from these nominations:-

While it is concluded as above, a few questions comes to mind :-

1.

2.

3.

It is the same people nominated for the various posts for the last few years. No 
new faces. Just a come back. This is compared to last year’s nomination list.
Again short on nominations for Ordinary Member of Council, making those 
nominated for just these posts automatically re-appointed.
A contest for the 3 posts under Office Bearers. Are members keen only on the 
Office Bearers’ posts instead of the posts for Ordinary Member of Council?

1.

2.

3.

What happened to our other members? Are we just too busy with our full time 
practice? Or members are just not interested to serve at PAM?
Are the current people doing such a wonderful job that members choose again 
to leave it to them.
It is also noted in the last few years that some members who have offered 
themselves for the Office Bearers posts, are also offering themselves for 
Ordinary Member of Council.  Although the Constitution provides for this, it is 
peculiar that this happens. Are they doing this because they have little 
confidence in themselves? Are they doing this just to make sure their place in 
Council is assured? Not to forget that some were already holding Office 
Bearers posts.  I personally feel that candidates who offer for Office Bearers’ 
posts must be confident in themselves before members can be confident with 
them!!! This is not a luck game…

READY FOR A 
TRANSFORMATION? 

continued on Page 3 >

For the country’s general election, the political parties are looking for winnable 
candidates who can serve the people. In PAM, are these people of similar caliber? 
At times, PAM members do not even know the candidates; although they may 
recall the faces and names. As for Malaysians, they want a transformation but in 
PAM, are we ready for a transformation? If we are, will members elect the 
candidates who are offering themselves to make that transformation? Or elect 
blindly those whose faces and names are in the limelight during functions. 
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PAM MEMBER’S NIGHT & PRESIDENT’S NIGHT
29 MARCH 2013, KUALA LUMPUR
The annual PAM Member’s Night themed “Arabian Night” was held on Friday, 29 March 2013 at Hadramawt Restaurant, 
Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur. A total of 180 members and guests attended the event.

Another question comes to mind. How about other bodies that involve architects such as Lembaga Arkitek Malaysia (LAM), 
Council of  Architecture Accreditation & Education Malaysia (CAAEM), LAM Exam Council, etc? Should they be transformed 
too, because it is noted that majority of those running these bodies are the same people year in year out? Some of the 
decisions and policies made are questionable especially from the set up that includes people from our profession who have 
yet to register as an Architect and not even a PAM member. These are the people making decisions for the profession!  Maybe 
a transformation will be good for the profession…….. what do you think ?

To PAM members, the choice is in your hands. Please fulfill your rights and choose those who can deliver and not just those 
who are popular or in the limelight. Remember they will represent you and the profession.  Don’t take this election lightly. Put 
aside past incidents, don’t be prejudiced and label candidates due to past incidents and so-called connections… Consider 
those who will bring PAM to a whole new level and not for personal gains…

< continued from Page 1

Ar. Laurent Lim, Ar. Peter Wong and Ms Sydney Cheong Ms Olivia Lim, Ar. Hj Hussein Hamzah and Ms Molly Ng 
Ar. Hj Saifuddin Ahmad, Ar.Chris Yap, Ar. Tan Pei Ing, 
Ar. Boon Che Wee and Mr Vincent Lim

Ar. Hj Saifuddin Ahmad

Ar. Mumtazah binti Mustajab (Best Dressed-Female),
Ar. Hj Saifuddin Ahmad and Ar. Hj Hamdan 
Hj Abdul Jamal (Best Dressed-Male)

Guess what is the subject of their camera shooting
and smiles?

Princess Jasmine ?

Ar. Boon Che Wee, Ar. Mohd Zulhemlee An, Mr Villy Lee 
and Ar. Hj Saifuddin Ahmad

Ar. Hj Saifuddin Ahmad, Ar. Tan Pei Ing, Ar. Hj Abdul 
Halim Suhor & Puan Ayu

Ar. Chan Seong Aun, Ar. Tan Pei Ing and 
Mr Jonathan LimMs Olivia Lim and Dato’ Aru Suppiah

Ar. Azmil Abdul Azmi and Ar. Rosli Mohd Ali 
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Abdul Shukor Bin Ismail Anand Krishnan

Chong Chee Keong Ezzanuddin Lood B. Mustafa

Harul Anwar Bin Zulkefli @ Ayob Jessica Looi Li Quen Lai Wee Sheng

CONFERMENT OF PAM CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP

Group photo of newly elected PAM Corporate Members

Friday, March 29th
Hadramawt Restaurant

Lot 314, Jalan Ampang (Next to RISDA)
Door Open @7.30pm
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< continued from Page 4

APPRECIATION TO SPONSORS

Akzo Nobel Paints (M) Sdn Bhd Bluescope Steel (M) Sdn Bhd C.I.S. Netwrok Sdn Bhd

Feruni Ceramiche Sdn Bhd Grohe Malaysia Sdn Bhd Inovar Contracts Sdn Bhd

Lafarge Drymix Sdn Bhd Roca Malaysia Sdn Bhd Sika Kimia Sdn Bhd

Mohamed Yuzairee Bin Mohamed Yusof Mohd Fuad Bin Ahmad

Nik Irnani Binti Nik Ahmad Damian

Wong Yuen Pang

Noor Azam Bin Mohsin Nur Ilylia Iryani Binti Mohamed Nasir

Mohamad Nazli Bin Ramli

Abdul Razief Bin Zainuddin Azwan Bin Othman
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THANK YOU!

YBhg Dato' Sri Ar. Hj Esa Mohamed
Donated RM 41,000

Ar. Saifuddin Ahmad
Donated RM 10,000

Ar. Tan Pei Ing
Donated RM 10,000

Ar. Dr Tan Loke Mun
Donated RM 10,000

Ar. Sonny Chan Sau Yan
Donated RM 10,000

PAM thanks the following contributors who donated towards the New PAM Centre.

Total Donation as at 31 March 2013 – RM 115,000

BUILDING TRADE SHOW (BTS)

We hope all PAM members will come forward to support and donate towards getting our dream realised for our own building 
that we could be proud of.

The recently concluded biennial Building Trade Show (BTS) 2013 organised by PAM Sarawak Chapter, which was held at the 
Borneo Convention Centre is the largest to date, boasting a total of 120 booths covering an area of 5000 sq,m.
 
This year BTS saw exhibits of car and heavy machinery, together with a large number of exhibitors from West Malaysia; 
drawing a large number of visitors especially from the professionals and general public.
 
In conjunction with BTS, a networking golf competition was organised between members of PAM. In addition, a gala dinner 
themed "Shanghai Nights" was held for 750 guests at the Sheraton Hotel and a design forum was held involving speakers 
from Australia, China and Singapore.

Ar. Yellillarasan Subramaniam
Donated RM 10,000

Ar. Yew Bu Hwa
Donated RM 10,000

NRY ARCHITECTS

Launching of BTS Official Ribbon Cutting for BTS Opening 
PAM Sarawak Chapter Committee Members with 
Guests of Honor

PAM Sarawak Chapter with PAM Kuala Lumpur  
Counterpart at the Gala Dinner

PAM Sarawak Chapter Committee Member :  
Ar. KS Tan,  Ar. John Lee, Ar. Bong Joon Hin and 
Ar. Kevin Wong

Presentation of Best of Best BTS Booth Award by 
Ar. Stephen Liew and Mr. Kevin Phua
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TRIBUTE TO Ar. TAN ENG KEONG

“if you cannot win what you believe in 
externally, work from within”. 

The late Ar. Matthias TAN ENG KEONG, 
KMN, Professional Architect, Fellow PAM 
14 March 1935 – 17 March 2013

AN EULOGY

The late Ar. Tan Eng Keong, as he was affectionately known 
in PAM and JKR, was born Matthias Tan Eng Keong in 
George Town, Penang, Malaya on the 14 March 1935, to a 
Dr Medical Officer father and devoted mother. Ar. Tan Eng 
Keong, literally grew in the hospital ground and started 
school at a late age of 10 years old in October 1945 due to 
World War II. With Cambridge School Certificate / O-Levels 
in December 1951 and A-levels in the United Kingdom (UK), 
Ar. Tan Eng Keong studied architecture at the Bartlett School 
of Architecture, University College London in September 
1953 and graduated as architect in 1959 with Diploma in 
Architecture (UCL). Ar. Tan Eng Keong worked in the UK for 
2½ years as Assistant Architect at Manning & Clamp, 
Richmond London from 1958-1960 before returning to 
Malaya. In Malaya, he worked as an architect at Palmer & 
Turner, Kuala Lumpur from 1960 until Malaya’s war with 
Indonesia in 1963. Ar. Tan Eng Keong join the government 
service upon the call of the then Prime Minister of 
independent Malaya Yang Amat Berhormat Abdul Razak 
Hussein (the father of the present Prime Minister Dato Sri 
Najib Abdul Razak) to embark on a huge development plan 
for the nation. 

In JKR, among the contribution of the late Ar. Tan Eng Keong 
to the nation were the following healthcare projects.

•   Standard Health Centres and Rural Clinic (Klinik Desa)
•   Various polyclinics and laboratories
•   District Hospitals (Standard plan – Jerteh type) - Jerteh, 
     Tumpat, Pasir Mas, Sik, Tanah Merah, Machang.
•   General Hospitals ( Standard Plan - Seremban type) – 
     Seremban, Ipoh, Kota Bharu 
•   Project Committee, Planning of General Hospital Kuala 
     Lumpur
•   Turnkey hospitals of Teluk Intan and Kuala Terengganu  

Ar. Tan Eng Keong was first Director for Medical and Health 
Works Branch in JKR which he established in 1978. He was 
promoted to Director for Buildings Branch from 1986. While 
in the government service, Ar. Tan Eng Keong was 
appointed as a Registrar to the Board of Architects Malaysia 
in 1977-1981 and later as President from 1983-1989. At 
the same time Ar. Tan Eng Keong was elected by members 
of the Institute of Malaysia Architects / PAM as the 
President from 1981-1983. Ar. Tan Eng Keong was the only 
architect to have held both the Presidents post in LAM and 
PAM.
 
He joined the construction company Yeoh Tiong Lay (YTL) 
Sdn. Bhd. upon his retirement in the 1990 to 1998 as the 
Chief Architect in the Architects Department, handling the 
12 Nucleus Concept turnkey projects  for district Hospitals 
for the Malaysian government. Continuing his excellence for 
social cause into the private realm, he had won gold award 
as corporate architect in collaboration with YTL Design 
Group in the design of Centrio - an innovative SoHo concept 
that combines living and work spaces with gardens.
 
The late Ar. Tan Eng Keong, due to his contribution to public 
health care facilities designs and development of healthy 
Malaysia today, were recognised by both JKR and PAM to 
be conferred a LIFETIME LEADERSHIP AWARD 2012 from 
the International  Academy for Health and Design at the 8th 
World Congress on Design and Health 2012 held in June 
2012, Kuala Lumpur.

Though the passing is a loss to the country but his legacy 
lies in the human capital that he had touched along the way 
that will continue to grace the nation.

Condolences to family …….

By Ar. Datin Norwina Mohd Nawawi



TRIBUTE TO Ar. TAN ENG KEONG (continued)
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I first got to know the late Ar. Tan Eng Keong when I joined JKR in January 1983.  He was then the Director for Medical and 
Health Works Branch. He subsequently became PAM President that year.  I got to know him better when he was promoted to 
Director for Buildings Branch in 1986.  This was the highest post then for any architect working in JKR. Indirectly all architects 
at JKR reported to him. I once represented my superior at JKR Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur branch for a JKR Senior 
Architects meeting which Ar. Tan chaired.  I admired his professionalism in the way he conducted that meeting.

When I decided to resign from JKR in 1987, it was him whom I met and consulted. He gave me all the encouragement and 
support as my decision was crucial since it was recession time then.

Last year I was given the privilege to hand Ar. Tan the LIFETIME LEADERSHIP AWARD 2012 from the International Academy 
for Health and Design at the 8th World Congress on Design and Health 2012 held on June 2012, Kuala Lumpur. Unfortunately 
he wasn’t able to attend because of prior commitment. That could have been a proud moment for me.

Whatever some of us might think about Ar. Tan, especially when he was working with YTL Design Group, he had touched me 
in many ways during those early years and that will  not stop me from giving him due credit.  By the way he is the only Architect 
to be PAM and LAM President.

Thank you Ar. Tan Eng Keong and you will always be remembered………
by Ar. Saifuddin Bin Ahmad

PAM President
2011-2013

A forthright architect and gentleman and an exemplary professional in every respects, evident throughout the time I have 
known him during his tenure as President of LAM and President of PAM. The most memorable crucial aspect is his constant 
reminding us that PAM is a learned society, and one of its key roles is the advancement of architectural discourse and the 
promotion of excellence in architecture.

by Dato’ Ar. Dr. Ken Yeang
PAM President

2000-2001 & 1983-1985

To the architects of the senior generation in the JKR, Eng Keong was famous as “Hospital Architect”, a titled he earned 
presumably due to his deep involvement in the medical and health related projects handled by the department. Even after he 
retired from government service and “joined” the private sector, he continued to be busy apparently with implementing health 
projects.

He had contributed tremendously to the architectural profession in the JKR as well as outside, especially during the period 
when he was holding the position of “Building Branch“ director and president of the Board of Architects Malaysia. He was a 
strong believer in architect to be “Jack of ALL Trades and master of ONE“ – the ALL refers to technical knowledge and ONE 
in aesthetic. He was a great admirer of the traditional and vernacular architecture throughout the region; for many of 
these”architecture without architects“is such fine craftsmanship that does not use a single nail, so to speak.

When asked about possibility of his children inheriting the architectural profession, he broadly smiled and said one architect 
in the family is more than enough. The children could decide on which profession they preferred as long as it is not 
architecture……..

by Dato’ Ar. Abdul Rahim Abdullah
LAM President

1989-1998 



TRIBUTE TO Ar. TAN ENG KEONG (continued)
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I had known Ar. Tan early in the late 1970s when I first started work in UDA and in PAM when he was the chairman for the 
practice and the arbitration committee, together with the late Ar. Cheong Kok Cheow. 

I suppose being the young architect who was also then with the government, Ar. Tan was very approachable and friendly.

Though he kept a busy and disciplined in his time table when he was in PAM, he also seemed to find time to assist us younger 
members’ ideas and information or solutions to problems relation to the profession.

Being a young member the ever cheerful Eng Keong, as I fondly call him then was different from the other more senior 
members of the profession, hence my continuing to serve in PAM. 

I can recalled that when he was the President, he asked me to take over Ar. Henry Chan, who resigned as the treasurer, thus 
began my start of long service in the PAM.

Council then used to comprise of more senior members like the late Dato’ Kington Loo, the late Dato’ Hisham Albakri, Chin 
Wai Yeong, Szeto Kok Yin, Vadaveloo  and others.

Council then was much of a friendly club comprising of established practitioners and senior architects from JKR and other 
quasi bodies like TNB, etc.

Hence was the bond of the friendship between the government and the private sectors then.

Also of great interest was the continual support from JKR for supporting the SJA-PAM, the core of training centre for the young 
and less well off, who find interest in the architectural career.

Another special feature of Eng Keong was his love and mutual support of his wife who is always with him and waiting for him 
when he was in meetings. 

Later on when he retired, he was always seen with lovely wife, usually in the Lake Club or over events.

During the wake I was fortunate to meet Mrs. Tan and her three sons together (who are all medical doctors) that I find the late 
Eng Keong though simple was a caring father and husband, that has a great and closed family. 

This is what makes Eng Keong different and special, a person without airs, and ever helpful and extra ordinary man, who did 
extra ordinary things that I admire for his professionalism and values.

by Ar. Henry Lee Inn Seong
PAM President

1995-1996

"I had the honouring of serving in PAM Council when the late Ar Tan Eng Keong was President. I was also on the Board of 
Architects when he was President. Whilst it is now over 20 years since then, I shall remember Eng Keong as the old world 
gentleman and professional. It was the old world because he was the product of the colonial era and of the traditions of the 
old British PWD. He was unassuming and courteous. However he was anything but bland and was often smiling and laughing. 
In his role both in PAM and LAM he was straightforward in the conduct of professional affairs. He was a fervent believer in 
proper professional conduct and worked hard to maintain the standards of the code of professional conduct. He also believed 
that professionals must adhere to a scale of fees. I shall remember the efforts he made together with the late Dato' Kington 
Loo to fight for the gazetting of the scale of fees.
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There was a private side of Eng Keong whom many of us do not know. He was deeply devoted to his wife, Frances and they 
were always seen together. He was a Catholic but kept his faith close to himself. 

On the occasions I was in St. John's Cathedral for the Sunday evening service I would always see both Eng Keong and Frances 
seated in the same seats in the same row! “He was a creature of habit.”

by Ar. David TehTeik Lim
PAM President

1987-1989

I first met Ar. Tan Eng Keong when I started my career as a young graduate architect in JKR or the Public Works Department, 
which is basically an Engineering domain, way back in June 1978. He was then the Head of one of the Architectural Branch 
in JKR.

He was the one who introduced me to "Architecture in JKR"...when at that point in time JKR was embarking on the massive 
National Development Programme by the Government.....Public Buildings that had to be designed to support the various 
Government Programmes under the Tightest of budgets.......i.e. the Standard JKR plans!

These Standard Plans have stood the test of time...the designs have been found to be sound, practical, and workable....and 
within the budget. These are the network of schools, clinics, police stations, post offices, courthouses and the likes.

He guided us on the Government Policies at that time, gave us the encouragement to speak up for the Architects in the 
Department and respected our ideas and always listened to our concerns.

May he be remembered for his contributions to the Nation and the Architectural Profession.

by Dato' Ar. Nur Haizi binti Abdul Hai
LAM President

2006-2011

Those who have encountered with the late Ar. Tan Eng Keong would concur that he was an easy person to work with. He 
established good working relationship with his staff, fellow architects, professionals of other disciplines, officers of the Works 
Ministry and from Clients’ departments. In so doing, he got things done and resolved. 

He specialization in hospital planning and designing required him to be competent and knowledgeable in specific space 
planning, space adjacency, space organization and circulation to ensure functionality and practicality of the built hospitals that 
met the needs of the end users. 

He was a disciplined, systematic, capable and a practical person. When it came to preparing working drawings and details, he 
used to tell his architects and draughtsmen alike that working drawings should be easily read or interpreted and building 
details should be simple, practical and buildable and of course should serve their purpose. He used to say that complicated 
details could be easily prepared in comfortable air-conditioned draughting offices but the poor construction workers who 
translate the details into reality, work under different work environment and conditions i.e. usually under the hot blazing sun 
and at heights that call for uncomplicated detailing. 

It was during his tenure as the LAM’s President that the Board’s Architects Scale of Minimum Fees was formulated and 
gazetted. He was instrumental in getting the Government version of the Scale of fees approved by the Federal Treasury. His 
demise is definitely a great loss to the architectural profession. 

by Prof. Madya Ar. Hasan bin Mohamed
LAM Registrar

1981-1995

TRIBUTE TO Ar. TAN ENG KEONG (continued)
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ECO-B FORUM 2013
27 MARCH 2013, PLENARY THEATRE, KUALA LUMPUR CONVENTION CENTRE
EcoB Forum was held on 27 March 2013 at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre. This half day Forum was attended by over 
300 participants comprising architects, engineers, developers and builders. The speakers for the Forum were : Elora Hardy, 
(Green School Bali, Indonesia); Vo Trong Nghia, (Vo Trong Nhgia Co., Ltd, Vietnam); BC Ang, (WHBC Architects, Malaysia); Yip 
Yuen Hong, (ip:li Architects, Singapore)



ECO-B FORUM 2013 (continued)
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20 March 2013
PAM Design Lecture Series
Architect Sans Frontier
By Mr. Zaini Zainul
PAM Centre, Wisma Bandar
Kuala Lumpur

23 March 2013
PAM CPD Seminar
Interpretation of the Uniform Building 
By-Law 1984
By Ar. Chong Lee Siong
PAM Centre, Wisma Bandar
Kuala Lumpur

30 March 2013
PAM CPD Training
Floor Sealants and Wood Floor Bonding
By Mr. Pierre-Aime Favre
Sabah Trade Centre
Kota Kinabalu

How to contact the COO? Please write to Ms. Olivia Lim at olivia@pam.org.my

21 March 2013
Lysaght Design Lecture Series
Sustainable Architecture Building 
The Future
By Mr. Iredale Pedersen Hook
The Saujana Hotel 
Kuala Lumpur

PCSN Consultancy
45-2, Jalan Bandar 16, 
Pusat Bandar Puchong,
47100 Puchong, Selangor.
t 603-5885 0240    
f 603-5885 1240
e enquiry@2mystore.com
www.2mystore.com

PAM MEMBERSHIP GOLF 2013
28 March 2013, Bukit Kemuning Golf & Country 
Resort, Shah Alam
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