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I want to start by expressing my thanks and gratefulness 
to the Almighty who has given me this opportunity to 
serve PAM as the new PAM President 2015-2016. As I 
stand here in front of everyone, I’m humbled by the 
presence of all PAM Past Presidents who are present here 
tonight. They all have achieved so much in their careers, 
and have elevated PAM into a highly admired and 
respectable institute both locally and internationally. I 
realize that I have really big shoes to fill, but In Sha Allah 
and I promise to do my best to continue to elevate PAM 
and the profession to an even higher level. I would like to 
request that all of you present here tonight, join me to 
give a really big round of applause to all PAM past      
Presidents.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank my 
partner YB Ar Dato Wan Mohd Khairil Anwar Ahmad and 
his wife Yg Bhg Datin Mastura Yazid for being very 
supportive of my involvement in PAM. Without their 
understanding and encouragement I would not have 
been able to reach this particular highlight of my career. 
And to all the dedicated staff of W&W Architects, I would 
like to express my deepest appreciation. 

My wife is here with us tonight, the first ever PAM       
function which she has attended. I have never invited her 
to our function because I wanted to save it for this       
glorious night. I want to share with her that all my       
sacrifices over the years for PAM has resulted in        
members giving me the mandate to lead PAM for at least 
1 year. And at the same time for my wife to understand 
the heavy responsibility that I carry, and that whenever 
I’m out to carry my duties and responsibilities to PAM, 
she will remember that PAM is the institute and not a 
person.

Ever since I was elected as the President on the 25th 
April 2015, a lot of PAM members, and the industry 
players have asked me what my plans are for the year. I 
have given them all the same answer, “please come to 
our Annual Dinner and I will tell you”. And I believe with 
that I have managed to sell a few tables, and that most 
of the members and industry players are here with us 
tonight.

I have divided my speech into three parts, each will take 
about 3 to 5 minutes to finish. So hopefully I will be able 
to end my speech in less than 20 minutes. A good friend 
of mine, Past President Dr Tan Loke Mun usually makes 
his talks or speech more interesting by quoting from 
movies. Tonight I’m going to follow his method. I want  
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to share a quote from one of my favorite movie “The 
Dead Poets Society” starring the late Robin Williams. In 
one particular scene Robin Williams who played the role 
of an English teacher was giving encouragement to his 
student who was lacking in confidence, which goes 
something like this “when it is your turn at the stage to 
deliver a message to the world, what would it be?”

I believe tonight is my turn to say my message. And I 
want to use this stage to deliver my views of the current 
stage of the profession, which could be different than 
yours, but since it’s my view, I’m entitled to say it 
anyway.

To me a lot of us architects whether we realize it or not 
have allowed architecture to veer from its primary       
function. We have forgotten that a big part of                  
architecture is about the people, culture, and the 
environment. I know that I’m probably generalizing, but 
if we look around we can see that we architects as a 
group have designed many buildings which are alien to 
its climate and surrounding and the culture and heritage 
of the people, by copying from other parts of the world 
without giving much thought about the impact of our 
action, in the name of progress. We have simply become 
the servants of our paymasters, leaving our ideals and 
aspirations behind for the mighty RM. I remember      
reading an article on the great architect Philip Johnson, 
in which he was quoted as saying “I’m a prostitute, I do 
it for money”. Many of us have not given due               
considerations to the culture, needs and requirements of 
the end users of the buildings and the context in which 
we are designing the building. We have become too 
preoccupied to create iconic buildings, our big break that 
will become the landmark of our nation. We also do not 
give adequate thought about our environment, and have 
allowed the environment to be compromised. Have       
we forgotten that we are entrusted to protect the 
environment for our future generations? Our environ-
ment, our natural resources once it’s gone, it will be gone 
forever. I dread the day when my children and their 
children ask me why in my position, I didn’t do anything 
to stop the environment from being further damaged by 
irresponsible development and architecture.

I believe the time is not too late for us to make things 
right again. We all have the ability and the expertise to 
make things right. We have got to go back to the         
principles of good architecture to design buildings which 
are suitable to the climate, meet the culture and          
functions for the end users, while at the same time       
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sensitive towards the environment and its surroundings. 
Let us go back to the time when our forefathers lived in 
harmony with nature, taking only whatever is necessary 
within the area to build their humble but environmentally 
friendly abode, respecting the natural elements such as 
water and the air. Remember our childhood when we can 
still bathe in the rivers because the water was not          
polluted, and play freely in the compound of our         
kampong houses because the environment was pleasant, 
the trees provided shading from the hot sun, and the air 
was fresh. Let us together do our part to take the lead to 
educate our clients and the public of the need to protect 
our way of life, environment, and demonstrate to our 
Clients how architecture can make people happy by 
creating the public spaces with lots of trees and water 
elements for their enjoyment. We should act now to rally 
our members and the allied profession to seriously 
consider the environment in any project, before it’s too 
late, before the environment fight back and unleash the 
natural forces upon us. We have seen too many incidents 
of natural disasters either in our very own country or in 
our region, to imagine the agony and sufferings to the 
victims. Let us learn from our past mistakes, and move 
forward to a better future for our future generations, so 
that they will thank us for our visions and more               
importantly for our actions.

The second part of my speech is about engagement. 
Personally I think currently our profession is seen as 
being too exclusive. We need to be more inclusive        
with our society, so that society will understand and 
appreciate what we do. When I told my parents I wanted 
to study architecture, my late father said that                 
engineering was better for me. Probably because at time 
he was familiar with the position of Jurutera Daerah or JD 
in the Local Authority. And in a small town like my      
hometown a JD was a much respected position. My late 
father didn’t understand what architecture was. I believe 
even today a lot of people still do not understand           
architecture and what architects do. A lot of people think 
that we just draw beautiful facades, but strangely 
enough when something goes wrong people blame the 
poor architect. As such I think we need to engage the 
public at a larger scale this year. Make them understand 
how architecture can influence their lives for the better. 
Dr Ken Yeang always share the quote that “architecture 
can make people happy”. And last week in a talk by Victor 
Olgyay Jr. during the AIA Convention in Atlanta, Georgia, 
he shared with the participants his late father’s work and 
philosophies. He quoted his father Dr Victor Olgyay’s 
statement that “the fundamental task of architecture is 
thus to lighten the very stress of life”. Thus if we were     
to go back to this fundamental principle about our 
profession, of making people happy, and taking away the 
stress of live, I believe the public will appreciate and 
understand our important contributions to society. We 
can bring architecture to the masses, through the media, 
either electronic media or the traditional media. But the 

best is for us to promote architecture to the public 
through people centered architecture. The architecture 
that makes people happy and productive.  

For us to be able to be more effective in our pursuit of 
the people centered architecture, we need to engage 
more with our policy makers. We need to make          
people centered architecture as a national agenda. It is 
important that the policy makers believe and support this 
program if we were to achieve any success at all in this 
pursuit. We can help the policy makers by coming up 
with the policies which make architecture friendly to the 
public, with the emphasis on good design for all types of 
buildings for healthy living and improved productivity and 
public spaces for the enjoyment of the public. Very much 
like our proposed Malaysian Architecture Policy which we 
had forwarded to the Prime Minister during our KL   
Architecture Festival in 2011. I think there is a need for 
us to revisit the Malaysian Architecture Policy with the 
government and to emphasize the importance of           
implementing the policies which we have highlighted for 
the government’s considerations. The policies among 
others touch on equal access to jobs, the creation of 
quality buildings and spaces, maintaining our heritage 
and culture and protecting the environment. A specific 
agency in the government headed by a professional 
architect could be introduced to look into the architecture 
policies, and to ensure its implementation. The agency 
could also keep track of the value of the economy        
generated by architecture locally and internationally. A 
few months back I spoke to someone at the statistic’s 
department, enquiring if I could get the data on the value 
of architecture to our economy. While the statistics 
department has the data on the value of projects in our 
country, the detailed data which I was interested in was 
not available. I believe that we need to know in details on 
the effect of architecture to our current economy. Like 
how much fees was actually paid to all the consultants, 
and breakdown of local and foreign consultants. What is 
the value of architecture to the whole economy in terms 
of job creations, and the downstream activities? This 
detailed data will help the government to understand our 
values as architects to society and our economy.

The final part of my speech is about facing the globalized 
market. In last year’s Forum on globalization and            
liberalization of our profession, members have expressed 
their concern on the potentially negative impact to the 
local firms, especially the smaller firms. 

The amendments to the architects act was approved in 
parliament at the end of last year, to allow foreign firms 
to come in and to set up their firms after they have 
fulfilled the Boards requirement for those who want        
to practice architecture in Malaysia, and allow non-archi-
tects to own equity in local firms. We have got to    
remember that even before the amendments of the Act, 
the foreign architects were already here, many of them 

practicing as designers. With the opening up of our 
borders for foreign architects, we can now expect to face 
more competitions from the foreign architects for our 
local jobs. In fact over the last few months PAM had 
received delegates from the United Kingdom and France 
wanting to promote their architects for collaborations 
with our members and clients. While we at PAM can’t 
stop the foreign architects from coming in competing for 
our local projects, the Board of Architects Malaysia is 
currently drafting the rules and regulations for foreign 
architects who want to practice in our country. There will 
be some elements of protection of our interest, but to me 
the best form of protection is for us to get better at what 
we do, and do it so well above our Clients expectations, 
so that it will be more sensible for the Clients to appoint 
our local architects. We have the local talents to take on 
any projects owned by our government, GLCs and the 
private sector. We should give due recognition to our own 
home grown architects, who many of them have made 
us proud by winning awards locally and internationally 
for their outstanding works. At the same I would like the 
government to consider to make it a condition for       
overseas projects with Malaysian interest to have          
participations of the Malaysians professional consultants. 
Let us not become like the Malay saying “anak dikendong 
mati kelaparan, kera di hutan di susukan”. 

There is a Chinese saying that in any crisis there is an 
opportunity. To me the opportunity which has presented 
itself is for us is to develop our architecture identity. To 
date we have not yet been able to brand our Malaysian 
architecture. It’s time that we put our effort together to 
come up with our own architectural identity, which is 
recognizable to the whole world.

Our Malaysian architecture identity doesn’t have to be a 
certain form, but could be the philosophy behind the 
design. I once heard a participant in an international 
convention commented that the humble kampong house 
is an excellent example of sustainable architecture which 
responds to its climate and surrounding, and designed to 
accommodate our culture and way of life. We need to 
figure out how to translate all this fundamental              
principles of architecture into the current lifestyle with 
the application of the latest technology, and brand it as 
our Malaysian architecture which can create an area of 
specialization which we could promote to give us an edge 
in the globalized market. If we do it right, I believe we 
can be known as the most sustainable architects in the 
world.

Having said all that we are all mature enough and fair, 
and we recognize that there can be genuine                   
collaborations between local and foreign firms in areas if 
the expertise is currently not available locally. There were 
many examples in the past where foreign and local    
architects have collaborated successfully and came up 
with icons of Malaysian architecture such as the Petronas 

University, Petronas Twin Towers and Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport. Architecture is a living profession, 
and new techniques and knowledge can emerge out 
based on the need of the public. While the foreign firms 
may provide the expertise and specialties in specific 
projects, we can contribute in our knowledge of our local 
context, regulations and practice culture. With this 
arrangement will open up possibilities of the exchange of 
knowledge and technologies which will enhance both 
practices.

Ladies and gentlemen in a nutshell, the reason I have 
decided to take up this responsibility as the President of 
PAM is because I really believe in the profession. I 
believe that architecture can improve the lives of the 
people, and improve the environment that we live in. It 
is my sincere belief that our profession can do great 
things for the public and for the country. And I’m totally 
committed to drive PAM’s agenda to move the profession 
forward. I would like to call upon all PAM members to 
unite and support our initiatives to elevate the                
profession. I look forward to all younger members of 
PAM to join us and take part in organizing our programs 
and our engagement with the public and the policy 
makers.

Again thank you very much to members who have given 
me the mandate to lead PAM, many thanks also to Ar 
Chan Seong Aun for his 2 years leadership of PAM, and 
thank you all for attending this glorious event.

Before I end my speech, I also want to take this             
opportunity to thank all our sponsors:

1)  Akzo Nobel  Paints (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd.
2)  Feruni Ceramiche Sdn. Bhd.
3)  Starken AAC Sdn. Bhd.
4)  Poly Glass Fibre Insulation Sdn. Bhd.
5)  White Horse Marketing Sdn. Bhd.
6)  Seven International Sdn. Bhd.

Ar. Mohd Zulhemlee An
President 
2015-2016



to share a quote from one of my favorite movie “The 
Dead Poets Society” starring the late Robin Williams. In 
one particular scene Robin Williams who played the role 
of an English teacher was giving encouragement to his 
student who was lacking in confidence, which goes 
something like this “when it is your turn at the stage to 
deliver a message to the world, what would it be?”

I believe tonight is my turn to say my message. And I 
want to use this stage to deliver my views of the current 
stage of the profession, which could be different than 
yours, but since it’s my view, I’m entitled to say it 
anyway.

To me a lot of us architects whether we realize it or not 
have allowed architecture to veer from its primary       
function. We have forgotten that a big part of                  
architecture is about the people, culture, and the 
environment. I know that I’m probably generalizing, but 
if we look around we can see that we architects as a 
group have designed many buildings which are alien to 
its climate and surrounding and the culture and heritage 
of the people, by copying from other parts of the world 
without giving much thought about the impact of our 
action, in the name of progress. We have simply become 
the servants of our paymasters, leaving our ideals and 
aspirations behind for the mighty RM. I remember      
reading an article on the great architect Philip Johnson, 
in which he was quoted as saying “I’m a prostitute, I do 
it for money”. Many of us have not given due               
considerations to the culture, needs and requirements of 
the end users of the buildings and the context in which 
we are designing the building. We have become too 
preoccupied to create iconic buildings, our big break that 
will become the landmark of our nation. We also do not 
give adequate thought about our environment, and have 
allowed the environment to be compromised. Have       
we forgotten that we are entrusted to protect the 
environment for our future generations? Our environ-
ment, our natural resources once it’s gone, it will be gone 
forever. I dread the day when my children and their 
children ask me why in my position, I didn’t do anything 
to stop the environment from being further damaged by 
irresponsible development and architecture.

I believe the time is not too late for us to make things 
right again. We all have the ability and the expertise to 
make things right. We have got to go back to the         
principles of good architecture to design buildings which 
are suitable to the climate, meet the culture and          
functions for the end users, while at the same time       

sensitive towards the environment and its surroundings. 
Let us go back to the time when our forefathers lived in 
harmony with nature, taking only whatever is necessary 
within the area to build their humble but environmentally 
friendly abode, respecting the natural elements such as 
water and the air. Remember our childhood when we can 
still bathe in the rivers because the water was not          
polluted, and play freely in the compound of our         
kampong houses because the environment was pleasant, 
the trees provided shading from the hot sun, and the air 
was fresh. Let us together do our part to take the lead to 
educate our clients and the public of the need to protect 
our way of life, environment, and demonstrate to our 
Clients how architecture can make people happy by 
creating the public spaces with lots of trees and water 
elements for their enjoyment. We should act now to rally 
our members and the allied profession to seriously 
consider the environment in any project, before it’s too 
late, before the environment fight back and unleash the 
natural forces upon us. We have seen too many incidents 
of natural disasters either in our very own country or in 
our region, to imagine the agony and sufferings to the 
victims. Let us learn from our past mistakes, and move 
forward to a better future for our future generations, so 
that they will thank us for our visions and more               
importantly for our actions.

The second part of my speech is about engagement. 
Personally I think currently our profession is seen as 
being too exclusive. We need to be more inclusive        
with our society, so that society will understand and 
appreciate what we do. When I told my parents I wanted 
to study architecture, my late father said that                 
engineering was better for me. Probably because at time 
he was familiar with the position of Jurutera Daerah or JD 
in the Local Authority. And in a small town like my      
hometown a JD was a much respected position. My late 
father didn’t understand what architecture was. I believe 
even today a lot of people still do not understand           
architecture and what architects do. A lot of people think 
that we just draw beautiful facades, but strangely 
enough when something goes wrong people blame the 
poor architect. As such I think we need to engage the 
public at a larger scale this year. Make them understand 
how architecture can influence their lives for the better. 
Dr Ken Yeang always share the quote that “architecture 
can make people happy”. And last week in a talk by Victor 
Olgyay Jr. during the AIA Convention in Atlanta, Georgia, 
he shared with the participants his late father’s work and 
philosophies. He quoted his father Dr Victor Olgyay’s 
statement that “the fundamental task of architecture is 
thus to lighten the very stress of life”. Thus if we were     
to go back to this fundamental principle about our 
profession, of making people happy, and taking away the 
stress of live, I believe the public will appreciate and 
understand our important contributions to society. We 
can bring architecture to the masses, through the media, 
either electronic media or the traditional media. But the 

best is for us to promote architecture to the public 
through people centered architecture. The architecture 
that makes people happy and productive.  

For us to be able to be more effective in our pursuit of 
the people centered architecture, we need to engage 
more with our policy makers. We need to make          
people centered architecture as a national agenda. It is 
important that the policy makers believe and support this 
program if we were to achieve any success at all in this 
pursuit. We can help the policy makers by coming up 
with the policies which make architecture friendly to the 
public, with the emphasis on good design for all types of 
buildings for healthy living and improved productivity and 
public spaces for the enjoyment of the public. Very much 
like our proposed Malaysian Architecture Policy which we 
had forwarded to the Prime Minister during our KL   
Architecture Festival in 2011. I think there is a need for 
us to revisit the Malaysian Architecture Policy with the 
government and to emphasize the importance of           
implementing the policies which we have highlighted for 
the government’s considerations. The policies among 
others touch on equal access to jobs, the creation of 
quality buildings and spaces, maintaining our heritage 
and culture and protecting the environment. A specific 
agency in the government headed by a professional 
architect could be introduced to look into the architecture 
policies, and to ensure its implementation. The agency 
could also keep track of the value of the economy        
generated by architecture locally and internationally. A 
few months back I spoke to someone at the statistic’s 
department, enquiring if I could get the data on the value 
of architecture to our economy. While the statistics 
department has the data on the value of projects in our 
country, the detailed data which I was interested in was 
not available. I believe that we need to know in details on 
the effect of architecture to our current economy. Like 
how much fees was actually paid to all the consultants, 
and breakdown of local and foreign consultants. What is 
the value of architecture to the whole economy in terms 
of job creations, and the downstream activities? This 
detailed data will help the government to understand our 
values as architects to society and our economy.

The final part of my speech is about facing the globalized 
market. In last year’s Forum on globalization and            
liberalization of our profession, members have expressed 
their concern on the potentially negative impact to the 
local firms, especially the smaller firms. 

The amendments to the architects act was approved in 
parliament at the end of last year, to allow foreign firms 
to come in and to set up their firms after they have 
fulfilled the Boards requirement for those who want        
to practice architecture in Malaysia, and allow non-archi-
tects to own equity in local firms. We have got to    
remember that even before the amendments of the Act, 
the foreign architects were already here, many of them 
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practicing as designers. With the opening up of our 
borders for foreign architects, we can now expect to face 
more competitions from the foreign architects for our 
local jobs. In fact over the last few months PAM had 
received delegates from the United Kingdom and France 
wanting to promote their architects for collaborations 
with our members and clients. While we at PAM can’t 
stop the foreign architects from coming in competing for 
our local projects, the Board of Architects Malaysia is 
currently drafting the rules and regulations for foreign 
architects who want to practice in our country. There will 
be some elements of protection of our interest, but to me 
the best form of protection is for us to get better at what 
we do, and do it so well above our Clients expectations, 
so that it will be more sensible for the Clients to appoint 
our local architects. We have the local talents to take on 
any projects owned by our government, GLCs and the 
private sector. We should give due recognition to our own 
home grown architects, who many of them have made 
us proud by winning awards locally and internationally 
for their outstanding works. At the same I would like the 
government to consider to make it a condition for       
overseas projects with Malaysian interest to have          
participations of the Malaysians professional consultants. 
Let us not become like the Malay saying “anak dikendong 
mati kelaparan, kera di hutan di susukan”. 

There is a Chinese saying that in any crisis there is an 
opportunity. To me the opportunity which has presented 
itself is for us is to develop our architecture identity. To 
date we have not yet been able to brand our Malaysian 
architecture. It’s time that we put our effort together to 
come up with our own architectural identity, which is 
recognizable to the whole world.

Our Malaysian architecture identity doesn’t have to be a 
certain form, but could be the philosophy behind the 
design. I once heard a participant in an international 
convention commented that the humble kampong house 
is an excellent example of sustainable architecture which 
responds to its climate and surrounding, and designed to 
accommodate our culture and way of life. We need to 
figure out how to translate all this fundamental              
principles of architecture into the current lifestyle with 
the application of the latest technology, and brand it as 
our Malaysian architecture which can create an area of 
specialization which we could promote to give us an edge 
in the globalized market. If we do it right, I believe we 
can be known as the most sustainable architects in the 
world.

Having said all that we are all mature enough and fair, 
and we recognize that there can be genuine                   
collaborations between local and foreign firms in areas if 
the expertise is currently not available locally. There were 
many examples in the past where foreign and local    
architects have collaborated successfully and came up 
with icons of Malaysian architecture such as the Petronas 

University, Petronas Twin Towers and Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport. Architecture is a living profession, 
and new techniques and knowledge can emerge out 
based on the need of the public. While the foreign firms 
may provide the expertise and specialties in specific 
projects, we can contribute in our knowledge of our local 
context, regulations and practice culture. With this 
arrangement will open up possibilities of the exchange of 
knowledge and technologies which will enhance both 
practices.

Ladies and gentlemen in a nutshell, the reason I have 
decided to take up this responsibility as the President of 
PAM is because I really believe in the profession. I 
believe that architecture can improve the lives of the 
people, and improve the environment that we live in. It 
is my sincere belief that our profession can do great 
things for the public and for the country. And I’m totally 
committed to drive PAM’s agenda to move the profession 
forward. I would like to call upon all PAM members to 
unite and support our initiatives to elevate the                
profession. I look forward to all younger members of 
PAM to join us and take part in organizing our programs 
and our engagement with the public and the policy 
makers.

Again thank you very much to members who have given 
me the mandate to lead PAM, many thanks also to Ar 
Chan Seong Aun for his 2 years leadership of PAM, and 
thank you all for attending this glorious event.

Before I end my speech, I also want to take this             
opportunity to thank all our sponsors:

1)  Akzo Nobel  Paints (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd.
2)  Feruni Ceramiche Sdn. Bhd.
3)  Starken AAC Sdn. Bhd.
4)  Poly Glass Fibre Insulation Sdn. Bhd.
5)  White Horse Marketing Sdn. Bhd.
6)  Seven International Sdn. Bhd.

Ar. Mohd Zulhemlee An
President 
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to share a quote from one of my favorite movie “The 
Dead Poets Society” starring the late Robin Williams. In 
one particular scene Robin Williams who played the role 
of an English teacher was giving encouragement to his 
student who was lacking in confidence, which goes 
something like this “when it is your turn at the stage to 
deliver a message to the world, what would it be?”

I believe tonight is my turn to say my message. And I 
want to use this stage to deliver my views of the current 
stage of the profession, which could be different than 
yours, but since it’s my view, I’m entitled to say it 
anyway.

To me a lot of us architects whether we realize it or not 
have allowed architecture to veer from its primary       
function. We have forgotten that a big part of                  
architecture is about the people, culture, and the 
environment. I know that I’m probably generalizing, but 
if we look around we can see that we architects as a 
group have designed many buildings which are alien to 
its climate and surrounding and the culture and heritage 
of the people, by copying from other parts of the world 
without giving much thought about the impact of our 
action, in the name of progress. We have simply become 
the servants of our paymasters, leaving our ideals and 
aspirations behind for the mighty RM. I remember      
reading an article on the great architect Philip Johnson, 
in which he was quoted as saying “I’m a prostitute, I do 
it for money”. Many of us have not given due               
considerations to the culture, needs and requirements of 
the end users of the buildings and the context in which 
we are designing the building. We have become too 
preoccupied to create iconic buildings, our big break that 
will become the landmark of our nation. We also do not 
give adequate thought about our environment, and have 
allowed the environment to be compromised. Have       
we forgotten that we are entrusted to protect the 
environment for our future generations? Our environ-
ment, our natural resources once it’s gone, it will be gone 
forever. I dread the day when my children and their 
children ask me why in my position, I didn’t do anything 
to stop the environment from being further damaged by 
irresponsible development and architecture.

I believe the time is not too late for us to make things 
right again. We all have the ability and the expertise to 
make things right. We have got to go back to the         
principles of good architecture to design buildings which 
are suitable to the climate, meet the culture and          
functions for the end users, while at the same time       

sensitive towards the environment and its surroundings. 
Let us go back to the time when our forefathers lived in 
harmony with nature, taking only whatever is necessary 
within the area to build their humble but environmentally 
friendly abode, respecting the natural elements such as 
water and the air. Remember our childhood when we can 
still bathe in the rivers because the water was not          
polluted, and play freely in the compound of our         
kampong houses because the environment was pleasant, 
the trees provided shading from the hot sun, and the air 
was fresh. Let us together do our part to take the lead to 
educate our clients and the public of the need to protect 
our way of life, environment, and demonstrate to our 
Clients how architecture can make people happy by 
creating the public spaces with lots of trees and water 
elements for their enjoyment. We should act now to rally 
our members and the allied profession to seriously 
consider the environment in any project, before it’s too 
late, before the environment fight back and unleash the 
natural forces upon us. We have seen too many incidents 
of natural disasters either in our very own country or in 
our region, to imagine the agony and sufferings to the 
victims. Let us learn from our past mistakes, and move 
forward to a better future for our future generations, so 
that they will thank us for our visions and more               
importantly for our actions.

The second part of my speech is about engagement. 
Personally I think currently our profession is seen as 
being too exclusive. We need to be more inclusive        
with our society, so that society will understand and 
appreciate what we do. When I told my parents I wanted 
to study architecture, my late father said that                 
engineering was better for me. Probably because at time 
he was familiar with the position of Jurutera Daerah or JD 
in the Local Authority. And in a small town like my      
hometown a JD was a much respected position. My late 
father didn’t understand what architecture was. I believe 
even today a lot of people still do not understand           
architecture and what architects do. A lot of people think 
that we just draw beautiful facades, but strangely 
enough when something goes wrong people blame the 
poor architect. As such I think we need to engage the 
public at a larger scale this year. Make them understand 
how architecture can influence their lives for the better. 
Dr Ken Yeang always share the quote that “architecture 
can make people happy”. And last week in a talk by Victor 
Olgyay Jr. during the AIA Convention in Atlanta, Georgia, 
he shared with the participants his late father’s work and 
philosophies. He quoted his father Dr Victor Olgyay’s 
statement that “the fundamental task of architecture is 
thus to lighten the very stress of life”. Thus if we were     
to go back to this fundamental principle about our 
profession, of making people happy, and taking away the 
stress of live, I believe the public will appreciate and 
understand our important contributions to society. We 
can bring architecture to the masses, through the media, 
either electronic media or the traditional media. But the 

best is for us to promote architecture to the public 
through people centered architecture. The architecture 
that makes people happy and productive.  

For us to be able to be more effective in our pursuit of 
the people centered architecture, we need to engage 
more with our policy makers. We need to make          
people centered architecture as a national agenda. It is 
important that the policy makers believe and support this 
program if we were to achieve any success at all in this 
pursuit. We can help the policy makers by coming up 
with the policies which make architecture friendly to the 
public, with the emphasis on good design for all types of 
buildings for healthy living and improved productivity and 
public spaces for the enjoyment of the public. Very much 
like our proposed Malaysian Architecture Policy which we 
had forwarded to the Prime Minister during our KL   
Architecture Festival in 2011. I think there is a need for 
us to revisit the Malaysian Architecture Policy with the 
government and to emphasize the importance of           
implementing the policies which we have highlighted for 
the government’s considerations. The policies among 
others touch on equal access to jobs, the creation of 
quality buildings and spaces, maintaining our heritage 
and culture and protecting the environment. A specific 
agency in the government headed by a professional 
architect could be introduced to look into the architecture 
policies, and to ensure its implementation. The agency 
could also keep track of the value of the economy        
generated by architecture locally and internationally. A 
few months back I spoke to someone at the statistic’s 
department, enquiring if I could get the data on the value 
of architecture to our economy. While the statistics 
department has the data on the value of projects in our 
country, the detailed data which I was interested in was 
not available. I believe that we need to know in details on 
the effect of architecture to our current economy. Like 
how much fees was actually paid to all the consultants, 
and breakdown of local and foreign consultants. What is 
the value of architecture to the whole economy in terms 
of job creations, and the downstream activities? This 
detailed data will help the government to understand our 
values as architects to society and our economy.

The final part of my speech is about facing the globalized 
market. In last year’s Forum on globalization and            
liberalization of our profession, members have expressed 
their concern on the potentially negative impact to the 
local firms, especially the smaller firms. 

The amendments to the architects act was approved in 
parliament at the end of last year, to allow foreign firms 
to come in and to set up their firms after they have 
fulfilled the Boards requirement for those who want        
to practice architecture in Malaysia, and allow non-archi-
tects to own equity in local firms. We have got to    
remember that even before the amendments of the Act, 
the foreign architects were already here, many of them 

practicing as designers. With the opening up of our 
borders for foreign architects, we can now expect to face 
more competitions from the foreign architects for our 
local jobs. In fact over the last few months PAM had 
received delegates from the United Kingdom and France 
wanting to promote their architects for collaborations 
with our members and clients. While we at PAM can’t 
stop the foreign architects from coming in competing for 
our local projects, the Board of Architects Malaysia is 
currently drafting the rules and regulations for foreign 
architects who want to practice in our country. There will 
be some elements of protection of our interest, but to me 
the best form of protection is for us to get better at what 
we do, and do it so well above our Clients expectations, 
so that it will be more sensible for the Clients to appoint 
our local architects. We have the local talents to take on 
any projects owned by our government, GLCs and the 
private sector. We should give due recognition to our own 
home grown architects, who many of them have made 
us proud by winning awards locally and internationally 
for their outstanding works. At the same I would like the 
government to consider to make it a condition for       
overseas projects with Malaysian interest to have          
participations of the Malaysians professional consultants. 
Let us not become like the Malay saying “anak dikendong 
mati kelaparan, kera di hutan di susukan”. 

There is a Chinese saying that in any crisis there is an 
opportunity. To me the opportunity which has presented 
itself is for us is to develop our architecture identity. To 
date we have not yet been able to brand our Malaysian 
architecture. It’s time that we put our effort together to 
come up with our own architectural identity, which is 
recognizable to the whole world.

Our Malaysian architecture identity doesn’t have to be a 
certain form, but could be the philosophy behind the 
design. I once heard a participant in an international 
convention commented that the humble kampong house 
is an excellent example of sustainable architecture which 
responds to its climate and surrounding, and designed to 
accommodate our culture and way of life. We need to 
figure out how to translate all this fundamental              
principles of architecture into the current lifestyle with 
the application of the latest technology, and brand it as 
our Malaysian architecture which can create an area of 
specialization which we could promote to give us an edge 
in the globalized market. If we do it right, I believe we 
can be known as the most sustainable architects in the 
world.

Having said all that we are all mature enough and fair, 
and we recognize that there can be genuine                   
collaborations between local and foreign firms in areas if 
the expertise is currently not available locally. There were 
many examples in the past where foreign and local    
architects have collaborated successfully and came up 
with icons of Malaysian architecture such as the Petronas 

University, Petronas Twin Towers and Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport. Architecture is a living profession, 
and new techniques and knowledge can emerge out 
based on the need of the public. While the foreign firms 
may provide the expertise and specialties in specific 
projects, we can contribute in our knowledge of our local 
context, regulations and practice culture. With this 
arrangement will open up possibilities of the exchange of 
knowledge and technologies which will enhance both 
practices.

Ladies and gentlemen in a nutshell, the reason I have 
decided to take up this responsibility as the President of 
PAM is because I really believe in the profession. I 
believe that architecture can improve the lives of the 
people, and improve the environment that we live in. It 
is my sincere belief that our profession can do great 
things for the public and for the country. And I’m totally 
committed to drive PAM’s agenda to move the profession 
forward. I would like to call upon all PAM members to 
unite and support our initiatives to elevate the                
profession. I look forward to all younger members of 
PAM to join us and take part in organizing our programs 
and our engagement with the public and the policy 
makers.

Again thank you very much to members who have given 
me the mandate to lead PAM, many thanks also to Ar 
Chan Seong Aun for his 2 years leadership of PAM, and 
thank you all for attending this glorious event.

Before I end my speech, I also want to take this             
opportunity to thank all our sponsors:

1)  Akzo Nobel  Paints (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd.
2)  Feruni Ceramiche Sdn. Bhd.
3)  Starken AAC Sdn. Bhd.
4)  Poly Glass Fibre Insulation Sdn. Bhd.
5)  White Horse Marketing Sdn. Bhd.
6)  Seven International Sdn. Bhd.

Ar. Mohd Zulhemlee An
President 
2015-2016
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MULTIPLE RESIDENTIAL - LOW RISE

TO ALL WINNERS OF THE PAM AWARDS 2015

RSP Architects Sdn Bhd
TEMASYA ANGGUN    COMMENDATION

C’arch Architecture & Design Sdn Bhd
THE MANSIONS    SHORTLISTED

MULTIPLE RESIDENTIAL - HIGH RISE

yHSA Sdn Bhd

VERVE SUITES, MONT KIARA    
COMMENDATION

ALTERATION AND ADDITION

Veritas Architects Sdn Bhd
SINKEH, 105 MALAY STREET    GOLD

DRTAN LM Architect
23 TERRACE    SILVER

CONSERVATION

DC David Architect

CADANGAN PEMULIHARAAN DAN 
PENGUBAHSUAIAN BANGUNAN 
SULAIMAN UNTUK DIJADIKAN PUSAT 
TIMBANGTARA SERANTAU 
KUALA LUMPUR (KLRCA)    SHORTLISTED

OVERSEAS

E'Kuan Architect in collaboration with 
Machi Seisakushitsu Co. Ltd

KASARA NISEKO VILLAGE TOWNHOUSE
SHORTLISTED

Z&SR Architectural Ventures Sdn Bhd
HOTEL CERIA    COMMENDATION

Design Network Architects Sdn Bhd

LEISURE FARM RESORT GUARDHOUSE    
COMMENDATION

KKNG Architect
DECK HOUSE    SHORTLISTED

SHOWROOM

Asima Architects Sdn Bhd

MERCEDES-BENZ HAP SENG STAR 
AUTOHAUS (BALAKONG)    SHORTLISTED

SPORTS AND RECREATION

GDP Architects Sdn Bhd

PERMATA PINTAR SPORTS PARK    SILVER

NWKA Architects Sdn Bhd in collaboration with 
Innovarchi Architects

LOY'S RESIDENCE    SILVER

COLLABORATION

Lee Chor Wah Arkitek in collaboration with 
Ipartnership (M) Sdn Bhd

ALICE SMITH SCHOOL JALAN BELLAMY 
- REFURBISHMENT AND EXTENSION 
WORKS    GOLD

DRTAN LM Architect

BRITISHINDIA STORE (SUNWAY)    
SHORTLISTED

Chris Yap Architect

SEPANG GOLDCOAST RESORT & SPA 
- MAIN LOBBY RECEPTION AND COFFEE 
LOUNGE – (PHASE 1A)    SHORTLISTED

INTERIOR DESIGN

DRTAN LM Architect
M MARINI    COMMENDATION

Z&SR Architectural Ventures Sdn Bhd
SANTUARI GAJAH    SHORTLISTED

SPECIAL CATEGORY

GDP Architects Sdn Bhd

PERDANA CANOPY, PERDANA 
BOTANICAL GARDEN, KUALA LUMPUR    
SILVER

BUILDING OF THE YEAR

Veritas Architects Sdn Bhd
SINKEH, 105 MALAY STREET

COMMERCIAL HIGH RISE

GDP Architects Sdn Bhd
1 SENTRUM    COMMENDATION

GDP Architects Sdn Bhd

KOMPLEKS KERJA RAYA 2 OFFICE TOWER
COMMENDATION

GDP Architects Sdn Bhd
NU SENTRAL    COMMENDATION

RSP Architects Sdn Bhd
MENARA FELDA    SHORTLISTED

Veritas Architects Sdn Bhd
MENARA BINJAI    SHORTLISTED

PUBLIC AND INSTITUTIONAL

GDP Architects Sdn Bhd
PERMATA PINTAR AUDITORIUM    GOLD

Anuar Aziz Architect
SOCSO REHABILITATION CENTRE    SILVER

Zon Design Rekabina Sdn Bhd

PUNCAK ALAM MOSQUE    
COMMENDATION

Aki Media

PROPOSED 3 –STOREY INTEGRATED 
REGIONAL BUS TERMINAL 
(KUCHING SENTRAL)    SHORTLISTED

EDUCATION

Aki Media

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 
SARAWAK AND TECHNOLOGY PARK    
SILVER

GDP Architects Sdn Bhd
UITM PUNCAK ALAM    SHORTLISTED



PRESS STATEMENT IMMEDIATE
RELEASE

PURPORTED DISMANTLING OF 
MALAYSIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHI-
TECTS (PAM) “SCALE OF FEES” BY 
SPOKERSPERSON OF MALAYSIA 
COMPETITION COMMISSION (MyCC) 
DATED TUESDAY 26 AND 27 MAY 
2015

We refer to the local news on 26 and 
27 May 2015 whereby it was reported 
that four professional bodies             
including the Malaysian Institute of 
Architects (PAM) has dismantled the 
“Scale of Fees”.

We regret to highlight that the article 
is inaccurate and misleading.

We would like to clarify that             
Malaysian Institute of Architects 
(PAM) does not have a “Scale of 
Fees”. The practice of Architecture in 
the country is regulated by the Board 
of Architects Malaysia (LAM), under 
the purview of the Architects Act 

1967. The mandatory application of 
the Scale of Minimum Fees is 
enforceable by the Board of               
Architects Malaysia (LAM) under the 
provisions of the Architects Act 1967. 
To dismantle the Scale of Minimum 
Fees would require the amendments 
of the Architects Act 1967, which 
would have to go through Parliament.

We would like to clarify that PAM 
recently has written to MyCC to 
inform that we have dismantled the 
PAM’s Arbitration Scale of Fees, 
which had been provided under 
PAM’s Arbitration Rules 2010.

Ar Mohd Zulhemlee An
President, PAM
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A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between 
PAM and SIA has been signed during the Tri-Nation 
Meeting in Bangkok on 2 May 2015. The MoU is signed as 
a formalisation of the cooperation between PAM and SIA. 
This is in line with the purpose to promote collaboration 
of practices among the Tri-Nation countries i.e. Malaysia, 
Singapore and Thailand.

A RIBA delegation visited Kuala Lumpur on 16 – 19 
March 2015 for a RIBA-PAM Matching Programme 
mooted by RIBA. The purpose of the RIBA-PAM 
programme was to match the interested firms from UK 
and Malaysia and to get to know each other for future 
collaboration locally and regionally. PAM had emphasized 
to RIBA/UK Firms that whatever collaboration agreed, it 
has to be an equitable collaboration e.g. in terms of fee 
sharing and scope of works. PAM would be having a 
meeting with LAM President to discuss on the guidelines 
for collaboration with the foreign architects. 

Referendum on the Amendments to the Architects 
Act At the upcoming PAM and LAM meeting on the Draft 
Architects Rules 1996, PAM would propose that LAM to 
issue a circular to all LAM registered architects to report 
to LAM on any collaboration with foreign architects. 

PAM Sabah Chapter AGM and Election were held 
successfully and all nominated names were elected 
accordingly without contest. There were 2 vacant posts 
for ordinary Chapter Committee member which was 
subsequently filled through nomination at the 1st      
Chapter Committee meeting.

MBPJ, PAM and MIP were jointly organising the MBPJ 
Seminar and Workshop “Universal Design and 
Accessibility in the Built Environment Towards a 
People Centered Petaling Jaya” on 3 – 4 June 2015 
in Petaling Jaya. Two of the invited speakers were Prof. 
Dato’ Sri Ar. Dr. Asiah Abdul Rahim and Madam Goh Siam 
Imm from Building Construction Authority (BCA) Singa-
pore.  

The Selangor State Government had jointly organised a 
workshop Bengkel Mengenai Dasar Kelulusan 
Kebenaran Merancang untuk Sektor Perdagangan 
dan Perindustrian di Negeri Selangor on 8 – 9 May 
2015, with Pejabat Tanah dan Galian Selangor, Local 
Authorities and NGO on the issues of LCP compliance and 
submissions. 
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PAM was represented in the coordination meeting 
Kajian Semula Penyediaan Pelan Induk Landskap 
Kuala Lumpur 2015 – 2025 (DBKL) with MIP, REHDA 
and ILAM, to give PAM’s opinion and views relevant to 
the landscaping issues.

Jawatankuasa Kerja Pembangunan Landskap Dan 
Alam Sekitar (JKPLAS), Local Agenda 21 (LA21) 
Putrajaya had invited PAM to conduct a landscaping 
competition in Putrajaya, together with ILAM.

OSC 3.0 Talk for Putrajaya Corporation to be held in 
Putrajaya in November 2015.

The budget and proposal for the International      
Symposium on Evolution of Mosque Design in 
South East Asia proposed to be held in October 2015 at 
Mercu Alam Bina, Universiti Malaya were unanimously 
approved by Council.

The Help Nepal Fund Raising Drive had collected 
about RM 26,000 to date. The fund raising drive was a 
joint effort with MERCY Malaysia. 

Three items were raised at the AGM on PAM Finance, 
as follows, Proposal for a Finance Committee to          
scrutinize the budget and expenditure; Proposal for 
Board of Trustees similar to RIBA to look after the    
finances and make profit for the Institute; and Proposal 
for a quarterly reporting on finance. Following the 2014 
AGM, an independent Internal Audit Committee was 
formed in 2014. The Committee members are Ar. Haji 
Hussein Hamzah, Ar. Chee Soo Teng and Mr. Victor Koo 
(PAM Internal Auditor). 

Council needed some time to implement the proposal for 
Board of Trustees similar to the RIBA model as the 
Constitution has to be amended and following that, the 
next AGM to approve the amendments to the               
Constitution. In the meantime, PAM could study the RIBA 
model and implement in stages if appropriate. PAM shall 
set up an Advisory Panel to look into setting up the RIBA 
model. Meeting agreed to propose the following names 
on the Advisory Panel: Ar. John Koh, Ar. Mohamed Hafiz 
Mohamed Hashim and Ar. David Teh. The proposed 
terms of reference for Advisory Panel are To review the 
PAM financial structure; To conduct a quarterly review 
and  submit to Council a report; To advise on what are 
required to be done; and all information are to be kept 
confidential.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF 
THE MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING 
OF PAM COUNCIL 2015-2016 
HELD ON 22 MAY 2015



At the AGM it was proposed that the President’s Medal to also recognise PAM       
Members in various areas such as young architect of the year, firm of the year, role 
model, etc. The Awards, Competitions and Events Committee (ACE) to come up with a 
proposal for Council’s approval.

The proposal for UIA2023KUL received support from PAM Members at the AGM. At 
The AGM it was proposed that the Committee to prepare a thorough financial plan, to 
get professional marketing advisor, to work out benefits to participants (for marketing 
purposes) and to take the opportunity to promote young Malaysian architects. The 
Chair of the Committee, Ar Mustapha Kamal Zulkarnain, briefed Council on the timeline 
for the UIA2023KUL. Council agreed to proceed with the bidding. In the event that PAM 
wins the bidding, a separate subsidiary company would be formed to coordinate the 
UIA2023KUL. Council agreed with the suggestion to engage Graduate Members for this 
programme.

For the PAM STRATEGIC PLANNING, during the previous Council Term, the            
following Council Members were delegated to lead 4 key focus areas as follows:           
Architecture as National Resource – Ar. Mohd Zulhemlee An; Cities Now and Tomorrow 
– Ar. Mustapha Kamal Zulkarnain; Architecture Practice of the Future – Ar. Lillian Tay 
and Role and Management of PAM and Secretariat – Ar. Saifuddin Ahmad. The leader 
for each group to report the progress at the next Council Meeting.

The President briefed the Council on the objectives and background of the PAM          
Strategic Planning and explained his target to achieve this year as follows:

i. TV Documentary on Malaysian Architecture: Strategic Planning No. 3 (Value of 
Malaysian Architecture and Branding) - This will not involve any funding from PAM 
as it will be on a sponsorship basis. It will only proceed once the sponsorship is 
confirmed.

ii. Public Lecture: Strategic Planning No. 2 (Sustainable Architecture, City of the 
Future, Quality of Life) - open to public at minimal registration fee. This is to 
promote the profession and create awareness on the profession to the public.

iii. Award to Prominent Person: Strategic Planning No.1 (Relationship with policy 
makers) - This is to build rapport and strategic relationship with the policy makers 
and to recognise a person that has the influence over the policy makers to push 
forward PAM’s agenda.

iv. Professional Practice Course: Strategic Planning No.1 - This is to help the          
Graduate Architects in their preparation for the LAM Part III Professional Exam, 
with the target of a passing rate of minimum 30% or above.
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PAM was represented in the coordination meeting 
Kajian Semula Penyediaan Pelan Induk Landskap 
Kuala Lumpur 2015 – 2025 (DBKL) with MIP, REHDA 
and ILAM, to give PAM’s opinion and views relevant to 
the landscaping issues.

Jawatankuasa Kerja Pembangunan Landskap Dan 
Alam Sekitar (JKPLAS), Local Agenda 21 (LA21) 
Putrajaya had invited PAM to conduct a landscaping 
competition in Putrajaya, together with ILAM.

OSC 3.0 Talk for Putrajaya Corporation to be held in 
Putrajaya in November 2015.

The budget and proposal for the International      
Symposium on Evolution of Mosque Design in 
South East Asia proposed to be held in October 2015 at 
Mercu Alam Bina, Universiti Malaya were unanimously 
approved by Council.

The Help Nepal Fund Raising Drive had collected 
about RM 26,000 to date. The fund raising drive was a 
joint effort with MERCY Malaysia. 

Three items were raised at the AGM on PAM Finance, 
as follows, Proposal for a Finance Committee to          
scrutinize the budget and expenditure; Proposal for 
Board of Trustees similar to RIBA to look after the    
finances and make profit for the Institute; and Proposal 
for a quarterly reporting on finance. Following the 2014 
AGM, an independent Internal Audit Committee was 
formed in 2014. The Committee members are Ar. Haji 
Hussein Hamzah, Ar. Chee Soo Teng and Mr. Victor Koo 
(PAM Internal Auditor). 

Council needed some time to implement the proposal for 
Board of Trustees similar to the RIBA model as the 
Constitution has to be amended and following that, the 
next AGM to approve the amendments to the               
Constitution. In the meantime, PAM could study the RIBA 
model and implement in stages if appropriate. PAM shall 
set up an Advisory Panel to look into setting up the RIBA 
model. Meeting agreed to propose the following names 
on the Advisory Panel: Ar. John Koh, Ar. Mohamed Hafiz 
Mohamed Hashim and Ar. David Teh. The proposed 
terms of reference for Advisory Panel are To review the 
PAM financial structure; To conduct a quarterly review 
and  submit to Council a report; To advise on what are 
required to be done; and all information are to be kept 
confidential.
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