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First and foremost I would like to thank USM and the          
organizers for inviting me to the closing ceremony of the 
28th Architecture Student Workshop - Matra 2016 and for 
giving me this opportunity to say a few words.

I would like to congratulate USM for successfully organizing 
the program. From what I was made to understand there 
are about 700 participants here comprising of both students 
and lecturers. This is probably one of the biggest student 
workshop in recent years, and I want to again congratulate 
everyone for taking part in this workshop.  The objective of 
the workshop is to give all the participants the opportunity 
to share and exchange your experience and knowledge in 
architecture studies. All of you come from different         
backgrounds and go to different schools. You go through 
different experiences while studying architecture. By 
sharing your experience and knowledge with your peers you 
will be able to enrich your learning experience. Not only 
that, you will also motivate and support each other to be 
successful in your chosen career paths. Some of you may 
continue to be star architects, while others may find your 
niches in other areas, but most importantly all of you will 
contribute towards building a better community, a better 
nation and a better world.

All of you live in interesting times. The world has become 
borderless through the invention of the internet.                 
Information, products and services have crossed many 
borders through cyberspace. As the result of that mobility of 
professionals across the borders of many countries have 
become more rampant. To keep up with the changes, the 
Architect’s Act has been amended to allow foreign architects 
to practice in our country. With the steady double digit 
growth of our construction industry and the slowing down of 
the economies in the developed countries, we can expect 
that there will be more foreign architects crossing our 
borders to take part in our current and future developments. 
This will mean that there will be more intense competition 
for local architects coming from the foreign architects. We 
can anticipate that more multinational foreign firms setting 
up businesses here. While this will present more                 
opportunities for graduate architects like you to start your 
career in architecture, you will also have to be prepared to 
compete with graduates from our neighboring countries 
looking for job opportunities with the multinational firms. In 
my view it is important that the Malaysian graduates          
develop an edge or a niche area in architecture knowledge 
and skills to be able to differentiate yourselves from the 
graduates from other countries. Even though you already 
have the advantage of being familiar with our culture, 
climate, history and regulations, you need to also have the 
advantage in technical know hows. Look deep into 
yourselves to discover your personal calling or interests in 
architecture, your talents and your uniqueness and what 
you’re supposed to deliver to the world. Don’t be afraid to 
express yourselves to the whole world. Everybody has a 
different role to play and to contribute to the community 
and to the nation an ultimately to the world. Be focused and 
do your part as a responsible citizen.

For you to achieve greater heights in your career, you need 
to absorb as much knowledge as possible during your  
tertiary education and during the early days of your careers.     
Knowledge is the new power in today’s world. The society 
that has the most knowledge will have more power. The 
best part is that nowadays knowledge and information is at 
your fingertips. You can get whatever information you 
desire from the comfort of your rooms using your           
handphones or other mobile gadgets. With that kind of 
technology available, I hope that you will make good use of 
the technology. I once read that if you spend 10,000 hours 
in a particular subject, you will become an expert. So      
identify your area of interest in architecture and start to 
absorb all the relevant information from the internet until 
you have become an expert. But don’t just stop there,   
architecture is a living profession. We all have to continue 
learning to be successful and relevant in this demanding 
profession.

The other matter which I would like to remind architecture 
students and graduates alike is that you have to always be 
mindful  of our great responsibility as architects. We have it 
within our knowledge and skills to create better living  
conditions, and to protect our natural environment from 
destruction. It is possible that during the early days of your 
careers you will be tempted to forego your ideals by the 
Clients. As a young architect trying to make a living, you 
may succumb to the pressure of commercialism and       
capitalism and allow the Client to dictate your design to 
maximize profits. Believe me if you allow that to happen 
once, it will continue to happen again. That’s why its   
important for architects to have the knowledge of             
sustainable development and the skills to be able to educate 
the Client. If the Client still insists to damage the                  
environment in the name of progress, you can always walk 
away. Remember that we always have a choice. We can 
choose to hold on to our beliefs with convictions, that we 
architects respect and go by a higher value system than the 
RM signs, a value system that among others recognizes the 
importance of preserving our natural environment, our 
heritage, our culture and lifestyle for our future generations 
and to design public spaces and buildings for the people. We 
must work together and support each other on this matter 
so that the Clients will have no choice but to adopt our 
views. Always have the choice to design buildings which 
complement the natural environment and that create a 
healthy and comfortable living environment. Lets take back 
the leadership role that we used to play in the past and 
advocate sustainable development and resiliency as we 
move forward to achieve developed nation status by 2020. 
I look forward to welcome all of you as professional           
architects in the near future.

Before I end I want to thank all members of the organizing 
committee for their hard work to make this event successful 
and to all sponsors for their contributions. Enjoy yourselves 
and have a great evening.

Ar. (Dr.) Mohd Zulhemlee An
President 2015-2017
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The PAM Design Forum is part of the Kuala Lumpur 
Architecture Festival (KLAF) 2016. Held on the second 
day of the KLAF calendar, the forum feature the design 
works of architects who have ventured into other ways of 
expressing their art. With emphasis on design, the 
speakers’ presentations revolves around design which 
are geared toward the theme of KLAF 2016, ‘Future  
Communities’. This year’s KLAF Convention Committee is 
headed by Convener Ar. Lilian Tay and directed by 
Conference Director, Ar. David Teh.  

PAM Design Forum Convenor Ar. Adrianta Aziz started the 
forum with an introductory speech followed by the 
welcome address by PAM President Ar. Mohd Zulhemlee 
An. 

This report provides a summary of PAM Design Forum 
held on 21 July 2016.

2.0 PAM DESIGN FORUM 

There are a total of 6 speakers who will showcase their 
works in the Design Forum. Ranging from printed media 
to fashion to community art among others, the speakers 
expressed their designs in different media via various 
channels. Each speaker was given 30 minutes for their 
presentation. 

The line-up of the six esteemed speakers are:

1) Ms. Imelda Akmal, Archinesia, Indonesia
2) Ar. Abdul Malek Hassan, Malek Hassan Architect,  

Malaysia
3) Mr. Mohd Nizar bin Manaf, Benua Unit Design, 

Malaysia
4) Mr. Warith Zaki, Dubai
5) Mr. Tey Tat Sing and Ms. Wong Wei Ping, Malaysia
6) Mr. Jun Ong, POW Ideas, Malaysia

2.1 IMELDA AKMAL, ARCHINESIA, INDONESIA

Although trained as an architect, Imelda Akmal has made 
a name for herself in architectural publishing. Apart from 
being the founder and chief editor of ARCHINESIA    
Bookgazine and founder of IMAJI Books, she is the 
principal of Imelda Akmal Architectural Writer Studio 
based in Jakarta.  

With her architectural background, it is natural for 
Imelda to locate her niche in the publishing industry. In 
her presentation, Imelda showcased some of her        
publications and activities related to her publications.  

In 2010, she published 50 Emerging Indonesian             
Architects, a colourful book which showed some of the 
architectural works by the top 50 emerging Indonesian 
architects and their respective firms. Concentrating 
mostly on Indonesian architecture and Indonesian    
architects, Imelda also presented data she has collected 
on Indonesian architects such as their educational     
background, firm locations, and Indonesian architects 
destination countries for gaining experience. It was   
interesting to note that 40% of Indonesian architects 
opted to do their postgraduate architecture studies    
overseas.  

Imelda also published a hardcover book ‘Houses by   
Indonesian Architects’, a book that showcased houses by 
Indonesian architects and also a guidebook titled          
‘Architectural Guide Indonesia’. Other than hardcover 
books, Imelda also published periodicals such as       
Archinesia, Architectural Record and Mark. In 2013, 
Archinesia was one of the media partners for the World 
Architecture Festival in Singapore from 2-4 October. 
Apart from coverage of architectural events, architects 
and notable architectural structures, Archinesia also 
engages with the architectural community by having 
forums, roundtable discussions and organised               
architectural tours.

2.2 AR. ABDUL MALEK HASSAN, MALEK HASSAN 
ARCHITECT, MALAYSIA

Container Architecture: Box by Box is an overview of 
three projects by Ar. Abdul Malek Hassan that used 
shipping containers as the main structure. Ar. Abdul 
Malek is presently the principal of Malek Hassan Architect 
and is one of Malaysia’s emerging young architect who 
exhibited in PAM’s “30 Under 40” in 2011.

The first project is MaGIC Village Students Hotel in 
Cyberjaya which was built in 3 months. Being the first 
phase of a two-phase project, the positioning of the 
container boxes was crucial to prepare for the                
development of the second phase.

Next, Ar. Abdul Malek walked the audience through his 
project ‘PJ Container City’ in Petaling Jaya, which is a 
commercial and retail development. Again, Ar. Abdul 
Malek’s consideration for future development can be 
seen through his careful positioning of the containers. 

REPORT ON PAM 
DESIGN FORUM 2016 

2.5 TEY TAT SING & WONG WEI PING, MALAYSIA

The design workshop of Tetawowe was started by Tey 
Tat Sing and Wong Wei Ping in 2010. Presenting their 
designs that shows tribute to life and nature, Tetawowe 
cleverly used materials that are easily available at the 
project site. Innovative ways of redefining existing space 
also feature prominently in their projects such as those 
seen at the L45 student hostel and library project. This 
project also showed a unique solution of using the walls 
itself as the bookshelves, thus eliminating the need for 
additional furniture in the already limited space.

Their project, the Selangor Digital Creative Centre    
showcased similar ingenious use of space and innovative 
ways of using recycled materials. The simple theatre 
used wooden pallets as the stage and the book display 
on the walls do not require additional bulky furniture.  
The use of wooden pallets can be seen in another library 
project by this duo, this time as the interior walls.

Considered as a micro public space, the last project 
shown was the modular bus stop. Here, the design of 
each unit can be changed to suit the needs of the public 
that uses the space. For example the seats, display 
boards, tree climbers and bins can be chosen individually 
to make one complete bus stop.    

2.6 JUN ONG, POW IDEAS, MALAYSIA

Jun Ong of POW Ideas uses artificial lighting to create 
spatial lighting interventions in an otherwise mundane 
space. His projects often require collaboration with   
engineers, programmers and video artists. Trained as an 
architect in Australia and the UK, Jun’s work has received 
attention at the recent Media Architecture Biennale in 
Sydney. The project is “Star”, a lighting installation that 
cuts across several floors of an abandoned building in 
Penang.  

In Thailand, Jun created an interactive public survey 
board using light. Placed in a shopping mall, the public 
gave their input based on the answer to the survey  
questions. With different light intensity representing 
different answers, the patterns from the public survey 
create interesting light patterns. Some of Jun’s other 
notable artworks are ‘Awan’, ‘Warp’ and the interactive 
‘Bolt’, which was recently displayed at iLight Marina Bay, 
Singapore. ‘Bolt’ is on display in conjunction with KLAF at 
the KLAF Pavilion.

3.0 QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION

At the end of the presentations, a question and answer 
session was held, moderated by Taufik Nazaruddin.  
Taufik is the programme director for KLAFX, which is a 
spin off program of KLAF aimed for the public and also 
for graduate architects as well as for students of             
architecture. 

4.0 CONCLUSION

This year’s PAM Design Forum was able to showcase 
designers from across a broad range of background.  
From the presentations, we can see the collaborative 
efforts between various fields are one of the way that 
designers are expressing their art. Ironically, as               
architects are collaborating more with other fields such 
as engineering and IT, they are at the same time   
becoming more specific in their niche, such as the 
projects of Warith Zaki and Jun Ong. 

We can see that the future communities will be able to 
experience architecture not just through physical     
buildings but from works of those such as Mohd Nizar (in 
fashion) and Imelda (in publishing). Meanwhile Ar. Abdul 
Malek and Tetawowe showed us a glimpse of how     
buildings can be in future, through modular structures 
that can easily adapt to the needs and wants of its users, 
the future community.
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The final project shown, ‘The Garage’, received the PAM 
Commendation in the Commercial Low Rise category in 
PAM Awards 2016 and is also a finalist in the 2016   
Architecture Asia Awards. 

2.3 MOHD NIZAR BIN MANAF, BENUA UNIT 
DESIGN, MALAYSIA

Believing in collaborative work, Mohd. Nizar’s foray into 
other forms of design begins with his fashion line Benua 
Design which he embarked together with rapper artist 
Altimet. This is followed by a barbershop chain which he 
collaborated with another rapper artist Joe Flizzow. 

The projects that Mohd Nizar presented showcased his 
interest in branding and fashion, culminating in his 
involvement in fashion shows such as Kuala Lumpur 
Fashion Week 2015 and Mercedez Benz Stylo Asia     
Fashion Week 2015. Among the fashion infused projects 
presented were the Pret-a-Porter concept store at G Mall 
Kuala Lumpur, the PKNS Real Estate project ‘TOL’     
(Tempat Orang Lokal) and the chain of Joe’s Barber 
Shop. 

2.4 WARITH ZAKI, DUBAI

Currently based in Dubai, Warith Zaki’s main interest is in 
digital fabrication. Prior to Dubai, Warith worked for 10 
Designs, a firm based in Hong Kong and was involved in 
a joint project between Chinese University of Hong Kong 
and Bollinger+Grohmann.  

Among the projects done by Warith was using robotics, 
called RoboFold, a programmable sheet metal forming 
robot. In his presentation, Warith revealed the            
production process of RoboFold. It involves manual 
folding papers into a particular design, then using special 
software to translate the design into digital simulation, 
the script writes the computer codes for the robotic arms 
movement for cutting the sheet metal. The end result is 
an ultra-lightweight structure that can be installed with 
as few as 3 screws.

In another project, the whole process was computerised, 
using digital algorithm to come up with the optimum 
design and later using robotics for the manufacturing.  

Warith also shared his project located at a small art 
gallery in the vicinity of Central Market. The installation, 
which has to be lightweight and collapsible, was inspired 
by the rehal. The modular construction of the rehal 
became the basic form for the installation. The structure 
was purchased by University of Malaya (UM) and is    
presently displayed at the UM Faculty of Built                
Environment. The last project shared by Warith showed 
how he derived the optimum structural solution for a 
bamboo structure at Lenggong. The similarity in the last 
two projects lies in the use of computer digital algorithms 
to come up with the design. 
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In his summary of the presentations, Taufik highlighted 
that there are many dimensions in design and the   
speakers are able to demonstrate their skills and 
ingenuity to break the boundaries between the various 
dimensions. 

Among the questions asked by audience is the financial 
viability of some of the projects embarked by the     
speakers. Jun responded that having sponsors such as 
Phillips helped with his lighting projects. Imelda informed 
that perseverance and continuous networking helped in 
terms of getting jobs.  

The importance of collaboration was also discussed.  
Mohd Nizar from Benua Design stressed that for him, due 
to the nature of his project which is in fashion retail, 
collaboration is important due to the sizeable area that 
his projects cover. Furthermore, in this entrepreneurial 
venture, he needed others with different expertise. 

Warith stressed that technology has grown so specific 
that it would be hard not to collaborate. There are   
expertise required across many technical fields such that 
we would not be able to work alone.  
  

4.0 CONCLUSION

This year’s PAM Design Forum was able to showcase 
designers from across a broad range of background.  
From the presentations, we can see the collaborative 
efforts between various fields are one of the way that 
designers are expressing their art. Ironically, as               
architects are collaborating more with other fields such 
as engineering and IT, they are at the same time   
becoming more specific in their niche, such as the 
projects of Warith Zaki and Jun Ong. 

We can see that the future communities will be able to 
experience architecture not just through physical     
buildings but from works of those such as Mohd Nizar (in 
fashion) and Imelda (in publishing). Meanwhile Ar. Abdul 
Malek and Tetawowe showed us a glimpse of how     
buildings can be in future, through modular structures 
that can easily adapt to the needs and wants of its users, 
the future community.

Latest update on Authority Rules and Guidelines

Announcement on  Accreditation of Validated Overseas Programme(s) by Lembaga Akitek Malaysia
http://www.lam.gov.my/index.php/accreditation/list-of-recognised-programmes.html

For any update on latest circular and practice notes, please check PAM Website
http://www.pam.org.my/index.php/practice/guidelines

ANNOUNCEMENT
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Held from 22-23 July 2016, the PAM DATUM Conference 
consists of a few events aside from the lectures by invited 
speakers. A total of five speakers gave their presentation on 
the first day of conference while another four presented on 
the second day. The morning session of the second day of 
conference saw the launch of the Malaysian Wood Awards, 
followed by the presentation of Architecture Asia Awards for 
Emerging Architects 2016. In the afternoon of the second 
day, a special announcement was made to announce the 
2016 PAM Gold Medal winner and later, a panel discussion 
and presentation from three esteemed panellists were held 
between lectures. 

In her introductory speech, DATUM Conference Convenor, 
Ar. Lilian Tay, spoke about some of the changes made to this 
year’s DATUM. Previously known as DATUM KL, the           
conference has been rebranded as KL Architecture Festival 
or KLAF 2016 in order to bring the event closer to the public 
and to the city of Kuala Lumpur. Some of the ways to reach 
to those outside of the architecture fraternity is the           
formation of KLAFX, the KLAF Pavilion and also the first ever 
PAM Public Lecture held on 20 July 2016. After her speech, 
Ar. Lilian invited PAM President, Ar. Mohd Zulhemlee An to 
address the conference. 

Ar. Mohd Zulhemlee welcomed all participants and thanked 
the organisers namely KLAF Convenor Ar. Lilian Tay and 
Conference Director, Ar. David Teh for their tireless effort in 
bringing architecture closer to the public.  

This year’s speakers are:

1) Yap Yew Peng and Yvonne Yap, y. Architects, Malaysia
2) Che Fei, CU Office, China
3) Suchada Sirorangse, National Housing Authority, 

Thailand
4) Yatin Pandya, Footprint E.A.R.T.H., India
5) Mark Dytham, Klein Dytham Architecture, Japan
6) Satoshi Ohashi , Zaha Hadid Architects, China
7) Eko Prawoto, Eko Prawoto Building Workshop,          

Indonesia
8) Esa Mohamed, President, International Union of 

Architects (UIA)
9) Ted Givens, 10 Designs, Hong Kong

The panel discussion featured three panellists:

1) Azim Aziz, ATSA Architects, Malaysia
2) Hamdan Majeed, Think City, Malaysia
3) Paskalis Khrisno Ayodyantoro, Han Awal and Partners 

Architects, Indonesia

2.0 DATUM DAY 1

2.1 YAP YEW PENG AND YVONNE YAP. Y.                 
ARCHITECTS, MALAYSIA

The dynamic duo of Yew Peng and Yvonne put sustainability 
as a core in their design works. Their presentation showed 
several of their projects that are mostly located in the   
southern state of Johor. Among the projects shown were 
Senibong Cove, Emerald Bay Site office and their pro bono 
work, the Kiwanis Careheart Centre for autistic children.

Autism has a special place in their body of works due to 
their son Hanzhen who was born autistic. With a special 
talent in sketching, Hanzhen’s sketches of old buildings have 
been published and extensively exhibited locally and           
internationally. Yew Peng and Yvonne also held sketch 
design talks as a way to bring the community together.

2.2  CHE FEI, CU OFFICE, CHINA

Aside from being principal of his own firm, Che Fei is also 
the Director and Associate Professor at the Smart              
Environment Research Center (SERC) of Beijing Institute of 
Fashion Technology and a visiting lecturer at the School of 
Earth and Space Sciences, Peking University.

Having won numerous awards and exhibited internationally, 
Che Fei’s designs showed his interest in socio-spatial study.  
According to Che Fei, a socio-spatial architecture is about 
space production. In designing masterplans, he theorises 
that the social and spatial structure both changes as the 
population size changes. One of his projects that he 
presented was the Wuxi Lihu Dual-City Conceptual         
Masterplan.

2.3 SUCHADA SIRORANGSE, NATIONAL HOUSING 
AUTHORITY, THAILAND

Suchada is the Director of the Department of Housing 
Development Studies, National Housing Authority (NHA) of 
Thailand. Her presentation provided an overview of the 
efforts done by the government of Thailand to revive its 
communities. The key to the revival lies in the re-emergence 
of the community’s local economy, in the improvement of 
infrastructure and also in implementing activities that 
improves social development such as religion and culture.  
Suchada presented the case of the Klong Dan and the Tha 
Muang communities to illustrate NHA’s effort for community 
revitalisation.  
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parks as much as the middle income community.  

Che Fei was asked about his ‘production of space’ theory 
and also about the Chinese government policy to stop 
construction of ‘weird’ architecture and whether it has 
stifled the creativity of Chinese architects. He responded 
that space defines the lives within that particular space and 
thus space production refers to the production of quality 
human lives. With regard to the Chinese government policy 
against, ‘weird’ architecture, Che Fei felt that it was difficult 
to define ‘weird’ in architecture.  

2.6.2 Q&A AFTERNOON SESSION

The afternoon session speakers were Suchada Sirorangse, 
Yatin Pandya and Mark Dytham. 

A question for Suchada was regarding the economic activity 
of the floating market in Klong Dan. Was the market a  
spontaneous activity created due to the revival of Klong Dan 
or was the market purposely started to revive the           
community? Suchada replied that the floating market was a 
tool in helping to revive the community and that the market 
was created by the community itself.  

Yatin was asked how to impart the visual experience such as 
the sequential unfolding of space into modern design. Yatin 
replied that such experience can also occur by creating a 
prelude to the main design. To illustrate his point, he gave 
the example of the experience that one felt going through 
the narrow labyrinth of street leading to, by contrast, the 
expansive grounds of Taj Mahal.   

3.0 DATUM DAY 2

3.1 LAUNCHING OF MALAYSIA WOOD AWARDS

DATUM Day 2 kicked-off with the launching of the Malaysia 
Wood Awards which runs until 31 December 2016.            
Organised by the Malaysian Timber Council in collaboration 
with PAM, the award aims to give recognition to outstanding 
wooden architecture in terms of design, craftsmanship and 
installation. The launching speech was given by Datuk Dr. 
Abdul Rahim Nik and officiated by YBhg. Datuk M,        
Nagarajan, Secretary General, Ministry of Plantation    
Industries and Commodities on behalf of YB Datuk Mah 
Siew Keong, Minister of Plantation Industries and           
Commodities.

3.2 ARCHITECTURE ASIA AWARDS FOR EMERGING 
ARCHITECTS 2016

After the launching of the Malaysia Wood Awards, DATUM 
Day 2 continued with the presentation of the Architecture 
Asia Awards for Emerging Architects 2016 (AAEA). AAEA is 
organised by Architecture Asia under the auspices of PAM 
and ARCASIA in association with DATUM. Convened by      
Ar. Mohd Pital bin Maarof, the awards recognises the best 
works of young architects in Asia. Entries are judged on 
creativity, sustainability and contribution to the 
advancement of architectural design and technology. The 
Chief Judge of AAEA is Editor-in-Chief of Architecture Asia, 

Another question directed at Satoshi wanted to know to 
what extent was the late Zaha Hadid involved in the designs 
of Zaha Hadid Architects (ZHA) and how the firm is 
managed now without Zaha Hadid. Satoshi explained that 
Zaha Hadid was involved at some point in all the projects of 
ZHA. The organisational set-up of ZHA ensured that the 
company structure is intact and that her legacy will            
continue. 

Eko was asked how the process of ‘weaving the collective 
memory of the community’ takes place and how it is         
translated into the build environment. Eko replied that each 
community knows best their own culture and lifestyle. It is 
the role of architects to make an effort to become part of 
the community in order to grasp that particular community 
beliefs and lifestyle. By doing this, the architects would be 
more successful in translating the spirit of the community 
into his design.  

3.6.2 Q&A AFTERNOON SESSION

Tan Sri Ar. Esa was asked on the dilemma of the future 
communities. On one hand, there seem to be a growing 
need to be local, to have a sense of community but on the 
other hand, many cities are growing its urban centers. Thus 
how do we balance the two opposites? Tan Sri Ar. Esa 
responded that it is indeed a challenge that architects have 
to face, given the current rate of globalisation where       
movement between populations are very easy.                      
Nevertheless, architects need to maintain their sensitivity 
towards the community by being close to the people and by 
being socially inclusive.

Tan Sri Ar. Esa was also asked about whether Malaysia will 
be able to have an elected mayor such as in Indonesia. In 
response, Tan Sri Ar. Esa informed that at the moment it is 
quite difficult to do so since the selection of mayor in our 
country is governed by the Federal Territories Act that 
determines the appointment of the mayor. However he 
reminded that the fate of a city does not depend on the 
mayor but on the citizens itself.  

4.0 CONCLUSION

DATUM Conference provided an exciting insight into the 
design philosophy of each invited speaker. The mix of   
expertise and interests of the speakers range from               
traditional to modern, from small scale installations to office 
towers and from small rural villages to sprawling urban 
centres. The two day conference was also packed with 
information on and about the built environment for future 
communities.  

The panel discussion session added another dimension by 
getting the views from the angle of policymakers and from 
the angle of a heritage conservationist.  

Apart from the lectures, the conference was made more 
meaningful by the launching of the Malaysia Wood Awards, 
the presentation of winners of Architecture Asia Award for 
Emerging Architects and also the special announcement on 
the conferment of PAM Gold Medal Award to Tan Sri Ar. Hj. 
Esa Mohamed.

His projects reflected his passion for community work. For 
DATUM 2016, Eko presented his works for Saba-biak       
Community Center, Ujung Alang Community Center, the 
Community Learning Center in Timor Leste and also 
Ngibikan Village Reconstruction in Central Java.

 
3.4.3 ESA MOHAMED, INTERNATIONAL UNION OF 

ARCHITECTS (UIA)

Fresh from being conferred as PAM Gold Medal Winner 
2016, Tan Sri Ar. Esa thanked PAM for the recognition. In his 
lecture, Tan Sri Ar. Esa spoke about UIA, its function,   
formation and organisation. He also spoke about the         
Declaration 2030 Imperative tabled at UIA World Congress 
in Durban, South Africa 2014 and the challenge faced by 
architects to achieve a carbon neutral environment by 2030.

Apart from UIA, Tan Sri Ar. Esa also spoke about the World 
Urban Campaign initiative of which UIA is one of the lead 
partners. Last but not least, he also presented some of his 
masterplanning projects namely the Sg. Buluh New        
Township and the education hub of Bandar Universiti Pagoh.

3.4.4 TED GIVENS, 10 DESIGNS, HONG KONG
 
Based in Hong Kong and founded just five years ago in 
2010, 10 Designs has quickly grown to have offices in Hong 
Kong, Edinburgh, Dubai and Shanghai. In his presentation, 
Ted informed that 10 Designs projects are mostly procured 
through winning competitions. Being a young firm, most of 
10 Designs’ projects are in the midst of construction.

Some of the projects mentioned were the Summer              
International Shopping Mall in Zhuhai, China, the               
masterplan for Pingtan CBD in China and the Fujian            
Professional Photonic Technical College in Xiamen, China.
 

3.5 PANEL DISCUSSION: BUILDING FUTURE    
COMMUNITIES

The afternoon session of DATUM Day 2 programme included 
a panel discussion comprised of 3 selected panellists and 
moderated by Ar. Rita Soh from the Singapore Institute of 
Architects. Prior to the discussion, each panellists were 
given 20 minutes to present.

In the discussion, Hamdan spoke about replication of the 
rejuvenation projects being implemented in other cities in 
Malaysia. Funding for rejuvenation projects were also 
discussed, where collaborations and partnerships are being 
sought by the government and by Think City itself not just 
within Malaysia but across the region.  

Azim was asked about how mosques can serve the future 
community such as the Cyberjaya mosque shown in his 
presentation. He responded that the Cyberjaya mosque is 
the first platinum rated green mosque in the world and thus 
this has raised awareness of what a modern mosque can be 
in helping the progress of Islamic architecture.

Another point under discussion is regarding the architecture 
of the future community and the architecture of the past 
community. As we can see, past architects were designing 
buildings of today while the architects of today are               



2.0 DATUM DAY 1

2.1 YAP YEW PENG AND YVONNE YAP. Y.                 
ARCHITECTS, MALAYSIA

The dynamic duo of Yew Peng and Yvonne put sustainability 
as a core in their design works. Their presentation showed 
several of their projects that are mostly located in the   
southern state of Johor. Among the projects shown were 
Senibong Cove, Emerald Bay Site office and their pro bono 
work, the Kiwanis Careheart Centre for autistic children.

Autism has a special place in their body of works due to 
their son Hanzhen who was born autistic. With a special 
talent in sketching, Hanzhen’s sketches of old buildings have 
been published and extensively exhibited locally and           
internationally. Yew Peng and Yvonne also held sketch 
design talks as a way to bring the community together.

2.2  CHE FEI, CU OFFICE, CHINA

Aside from being principal of his own firm, Che Fei is also 
the Director and Associate Professor at the Smart              
Environment Research Center (SERC) of Beijing Institute of 
Fashion Technology and a visiting lecturer at the School of 
Earth and Space Sciences, Peking University.

Having won numerous awards and exhibited internationally, 
Che Fei’s designs showed his interest in socio-spatial study.  
According to Che Fei, a socio-spatial architecture is about 
space production. In designing masterplans, he theorises 
that the social and spatial structure both changes as the 
population size changes. One of his projects that he 
presented was the Wuxi Lihu Dual-City Conceptual         
Masterplan.

2.3 SUCHADA SIRORANGSE, NATIONAL HOUSING 
AUTHORITY, THAILAND

Suchada is the Director of the Department of Housing 
Development Studies, National Housing Authority (NHA) of 
Thailand. Her presentation provided an overview of the 
efforts done by the government of Thailand to revive its 
communities. The key to the revival lies in the re-emergence 
of the community’s local economy, in the improvement of 
infrastructure and also in implementing activities that 
improves social development such as religion and culture.  
Suchada presented the case of the Klong Dan and the Tha 
Muang communities to illustrate NHA’s effort for community 
revitalisation.  
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2.4  YATIN PANDYA, FOOTPRINTS E.A.R.T.H., 
INDIA

An environmental activist, Yatin’s architectural work reflects 
his ideology. His presentation opened minds and challenged 
the norm. He challenged whether technology necessarily 
means progress and whether tradition means                     
anti-modernity. To Yatim, design requires the ability to 
discern between what is appropriate and what is not, to 
people (the users) and to a place. 

To illustrate his belief of the existence as an alchemy of time 
and space, he presented the example of the village of 
Manek Chawk. The village square changes its function at 
different times of the day, from a market in the morning to 
a parking lot during the day and later becomes a bustling 
outdoor eatery at night. 

Yatin is a big believer of traditional wisdom. He showed 
projects that use traditional Indian elements to achieve 
sustainability such as the ‘jaali’, latticed screens that allow 
light and ventilation while maintaining privacy. 

2.5  MARK DYTHAM, KLEIN DYTHAM ARCHITECTS, 
JAPAN

Founded in Tokyo in 1991, Klein Dytham architecture (KDa) 
designs reflect the marriage of the Eastern culture and the 
technology of the West. Among the projects he presented 
were a hotel wedding pavilion and the office of Google 
Japan. For the Google office project, KDa instilled a sense 
community by inserting the elements of Google and also the 
element of traditional Japan into the interior décor. 

Mark spoke passionately about his collaborative work with 
several other Japanese architects to help design a series of 
community centres called Home for All at temporary 
shelters for those displaced during the 2011 Fukushima 
earthquake.  

Mark also spoke about his Daikanyama T-SITE retail and 
bookstore and about SuperDeluxe, an art space and home 
of PechaKucha, where just anyone can present 20 slides for 
20 seconds each.

2.6 QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION, DAY 1

Day 1 of DATUM featured five speakers with a Q&A session 
each at the end of the morning and the afternoon session. 
For both sessions, the moderator was Ar. Mustapha Kamal 
Zulkarnain.

2.6.1 Q&A MORNING SESSION

The morning session speakers were Yew Peng and Yvonne 
Yap from y. Architects and Che Fei from CU Office.  

A question from the audience addressed to Yew Peng was 
about the effectiveness of pocket parks in encouraging 
social interaction among communities. Yew Peng answered 
that the effectiveness of pocket parks depends on the 
income value of the community surrounding it. He noted 
that higher income community tend not to utilise pocket 

parks as much as the middle income community.  

Che Fei was asked about his ‘production of space’ theory 
and also about the Chinese government policy to stop 
construction of ‘weird’ architecture and whether it has 
stifled the creativity of Chinese architects. He responded 
that space defines the lives within that particular space and 
thus space production refers to the production of quality 
human lives. With regard to the Chinese government policy 
against, ‘weird’ architecture, Che Fei felt that it was difficult 
to define ‘weird’ in architecture.  

2.6.2 Q&A AFTERNOON SESSION

The afternoon session speakers were Suchada Sirorangse, 
Yatin Pandya and Mark Dytham. 

A question for Suchada was regarding the economic activity 
of the floating market in Klong Dan. Was the market a  
spontaneous activity created due to the revival of Klong Dan 
or was the market purposely started to revive the           
community? Suchada replied that the floating market was a 
tool in helping to revive the community and that the market 
was created by the community itself.  

Yatin was asked how to impart the visual experience such as 
the sequential unfolding of space into modern design. Yatin 
replied that such experience can also occur by creating a 
prelude to the main design. To illustrate his point, he gave 
the example of the experience that one felt going through 
the narrow labyrinth of street leading to, by contrast, the 
expansive grounds of Taj Mahal.   

3.0 DATUM DAY 2

3.1 LAUNCHING OF MALAYSIA WOOD AWARDS

DATUM Day 2 kicked-off with the launching of the Malaysia 
Wood Awards which runs until 31 December 2016.            
Organised by the Malaysian Timber Council in collaboration 
with PAM, the award aims to give recognition to outstanding 
wooden architecture in terms of design, craftsmanship and 
installation. The launching speech was given by Datuk Dr. 
Abdul Rahim Nik and officiated by YBhg. Datuk M,        
Nagarajan, Secretary General, Ministry of Plantation    
Industries and Commodities on behalf of YB Datuk Mah 
Siew Keong, Minister of Plantation Industries and           
Commodities.

3.2 ARCHITECTURE ASIA AWARDS FOR EMERGING 
ARCHITECTS 2016

After the launching of the Malaysia Wood Awards, DATUM 
Day 2 continued with the presentation of the Architecture 
Asia Awards for Emerging Architects 2016 (AAEA). AAEA is 
organised by Architecture Asia under the auspices of PAM 
and ARCASIA in association with DATUM. Convened by      
Ar. Mohd Pital bin Maarof, the awards recognises the best 
works of young architects in Asia. Entries are judged on 
creativity, sustainability and contribution to the 
advancement of architectural design and technology. The 
Chief Judge of AAEA is Editor-in-Chief of Architecture Asia, 

Another question directed at Satoshi wanted to know to 
what extent was the late Zaha Hadid involved in the designs 
of Zaha Hadid Architects (ZHA) and how the firm is 
managed now without Zaha Hadid. Satoshi explained that 
Zaha Hadid was involved at some point in all the projects of 
ZHA. The organisational set-up of ZHA ensured that the 
company structure is intact and that her legacy will            
continue. 

Eko was asked how the process of ‘weaving the collective 
memory of the community’ takes place and how it is         
translated into the build environment. Eko replied that each 
community knows best their own culture and lifestyle. It is 
the role of architects to make an effort to become part of 
the community in order to grasp that particular community 
beliefs and lifestyle. By doing this, the architects would be 
more successful in translating the spirit of the community 
into his design.  

3.6.2 Q&A AFTERNOON SESSION

Tan Sri Ar. Esa was asked on the dilemma of the future 
communities. On one hand, there seem to be a growing 
need to be local, to have a sense of community but on the 
other hand, many cities are growing its urban centers. Thus 
how do we balance the two opposites? Tan Sri Ar. Esa 
responded that it is indeed a challenge that architects have 
to face, given the current rate of globalisation where       
movement between populations are very easy.                      
Nevertheless, architects need to maintain their sensitivity 
towards the community by being close to the people and by 
being socially inclusive.

Tan Sri Ar. Esa was also asked about whether Malaysia will 
be able to have an elected mayor such as in Indonesia. In 
response, Tan Sri Ar. Esa informed that at the moment it is 
quite difficult to do so since the selection of mayor in our 
country is governed by the Federal Territories Act that 
determines the appointment of the mayor. However he 
reminded that the fate of a city does not depend on the 
mayor but on the citizens itself.  

4.0 CONCLUSION

DATUM Conference provided an exciting insight into the 
design philosophy of each invited speaker. The mix of   
expertise and interests of the speakers range from               
traditional to modern, from small scale installations to office 
towers and from small rural villages to sprawling urban 
centres. The two day conference was also packed with 
information on and about the built environment for future 
communities.  

The panel discussion session added another dimension by 
getting the views from the angle of policymakers and from 
the angle of a heritage conservationist.  

Apart from the lectures, the conference was made more 
meaningful by the launching of the Malaysia Wood Awards, 
the presentation of winners of Architecture Asia Award for 
Emerging Architects and also the special announcement on 
the conferment of PAM Gold Medal Award to Tan Sri Ar. Hj. 
Esa Mohamed.

His projects reflected his passion for community work. For 
DATUM 2016, Eko presented his works for Saba-biak       
Community Center, Ujung Alang Community Center, the 
Community Learning Center in Timor Leste and also 
Ngibikan Village Reconstruction in Central Java.

 
3.4.3 ESA MOHAMED, INTERNATIONAL UNION OF 

ARCHITECTS (UIA)

Fresh from being conferred as PAM Gold Medal Winner 
2016, Tan Sri Ar. Esa thanked PAM for the recognition. In his 
lecture, Tan Sri Ar. Esa spoke about UIA, its function,   
formation and organisation. He also spoke about the         
Declaration 2030 Imperative tabled at UIA World Congress 
in Durban, South Africa 2014 and the challenge faced by 
architects to achieve a carbon neutral environment by 2030.

Apart from UIA, Tan Sri Ar. Esa also spoke about the World 
Urban Campaign initiative of which UIA is one of the lead 
partners. Last but not least, he also presented some of his 
masterplanning projects namely the Sg. Buluh New        
Township and the education hub of Bandar Universiti Pagoh.

3.4.4 TED GIVENS, 10 DESIGNS, HONG KONG
 
Based in Hong Kong and founded just five years ago in 
2010, 10 Designs has quickly grown to have offices in Hong 
Kong, Edinburgh, Dubai and Shanghai. In his presentation, 
Ted informed that 10 Designs projects are mostly procured 
through winning competitions. Being a young firm, most of 
10 Designs’ projects are in the midst of construction.

Some of the projects mentioned were the Summer              
International Shopping Mall in Zhuhai, China, the               
masterplan for Pingtan CBD in China and the Fujian            
Professional Photonic Technical College in Xiamen, China.
 

3.5 PANEL DISCUSSION: BUILDING FUTURE    
COMMUNITIES

The afternoon session of DATUM Day 2 programme included 
a panel discussion comprised of 3 selected panellists and 
moderated by Ar. Rita Soh from the Singapore Institute of 
Architects. Prior to the discussion, each panellists were 
given 20 minutes to present.

In the discussion, Hamdan spoke about replication of the 
rejuvenation projects being implemented in other cities in 
Malaysia. Funding for rejuvenation projects were also 
discussed, where collaborations and partnerships are being 
sought by the government and by Think City itself not just 
within Malaysia but across the region.  

Azim was asked about how mosques can serve the future 
community such as the Cyberjaya mosque shown in his 
presentation. He responded that the Cyberjaya mosque is 
the first platinum rated green mosque in the world and thus 
this has raised awareness of what a modern mosque can be 
in helping the progress of Islamic architecture.

Another point under discussion is regarding the architecture 
of the future community and the architecture of the past 
community. As we can see, past architects were designing 
buildings of today while the architects of today are               
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2.1 YAP YEW PENG AND YVONNE YAP. Y.                 
ARCHITECTS, MALAYSIA

The dynamic duo of Yew Peng and Yvonne put sustainability 
as a core in their design works. Their presentation showed 
several of their projects that are mostly located in the   
southern state of Johor. Among the projects shown were 
Senibong Cove, Emerald Bay Site office and their pro bono 
work, the Kiwanis Careheart Centre for autistic children.

Autism has a special place in their body of works due to 
their son Hanzhen who was born autistic. With a special 
talent in sketching, Hanzhen’s sketches of old buildings have 
been published and extensively exhibited locally and           
internationally. Yew Peng and Yvonne also held sketch 
design talks as a way to bring the community together.

2.2  CHE FEI, CU OFFICE, CHINA

Aside from being principal of his own firm, Che Fei is also 
the Director and Associate Professor at the Smart              
Environment Research Center (SERC) of Beijing Institute of 
Fashion Technology and a visiting lecturer at the School of 
Earth and Space Sciences, Peking University.

Having won numerous awards and exhibited internationally, 
Che Fei’s designs showed his interest in socio-spatial study.  
According to Che Fei, a socio-spatial architecture is about 
space production. In designing masterplans, he theorises 
that the social and spatial structure both changes as the 
population size changes. One of his projects that he 
presented was the Wuxi Lihu Dual-City Conceptual         
Masterplan.

2.3 SUCHADA SIRORANGSE, NATIONAL HOUSING 
AUTHORITY, THAILAND

Suchada is the Director of the Department of Housing 
Development Studies, National Housing Authority (NHA) of 
Thailand. Her presentation provided an overview of the 
efforts done by the government of Thailand to revive its 
communities. The key to the revival lies in the re-emergence 
of the community’s local economy, in the improvement of 
infrastructure and also in implementing activities that 
improves social development such as religion and culture.  
Suchada presented the case of the Klong Dan and the Tha 
Muang communities to illustrate NHA’s effort for community 
revitalisation.  
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stifled the creativity of Chinese architects. He responded 
that space defines the lives within that particular space and 
thus space production refers to the production of quality 
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A question for Suchada was regarding the economic activity 
of the floating market in Klong Dan. Was the market a  
spontaneous activity created due to the revival of Klong Dan 
or was the market purposely started to revive the           
community? Suchada replied that the floating market was a 
tool in helping to revive the community and that the market 
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Yatin was asked how to impart the visual experience such as 
the sequential unfolding of space into modern design. Yatin 
replied that such experience can also occur by creating a 
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installation. The launching speech was given by Datuk Dr. 
Abdul Rahim Nik and officiated by YBhg. Datuk M,        
Nagarajan, Secretary General, Ministry of Plantation    
Industries and Commodities on behalf of YB Datuk Mah 
Siew Keong, Minister of Plantation Industries and           
Commodities.

3.2 ARCHITECTURE ASIA AWARDS FOR EMERGING 
ARCHITECTS 2016
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and ARCASIA in association with DATUM. Convened by      
Ar. Mohd Pital bin Maarof, the awards recognises the best 
works of young architects in Asia. Entries are judged on 
creativity, sustainability and contribution to the 
advancement of architectural design and technology. The 
Chief Judge of AAEA is Editor-in-Chief of Architecture Asia, 

Another question directed at Satoshi wanted to know to 
what extent was the late Zaha Hadid involved in the designs 
of Zaha Hadid Architects (ZHA) and how the firm is 
managed now without Zaha Hadid. Satoshi explained that 
Zaha Hadid was involved at some point in all the projects of 
ZHA. The organisational set-up of ZHA ensured that the 
company structure is intact and that her legacy will            
continue. 

Eko was asked how the process of ‘weaving the collective 
memory of the community’ takes place and how it is         
translated into the build environment. Eko replied that each 
community knows best their own culture and lifestyle. It is 
the role of architects to make an effort to become part of 
the community in order to grasp that particular community 
beliefs and lifestyle. By doing this, the architects would be 
more successful in translating the spirit of the community 
into his design.  

3.6.2 Q&A AFTERNOON SESSION

Tan Sri Ar. Esa was asked on the dilemma of the future 
communities. On one hand, there seem to be a growing 
need to be local, to have a sense of community but on the 
other hand, many cities are growing its urban centers. Thus 
how do we balance the two opposites? Tan Sri Ar. Esa 
responded that it is indeed a challenge that architects have 
to face, given the current rate of globalisation where       
movement between populations are very easy.                      
Nevertheless, architects need to maintain their sensitivity 
towards the community by being close to the people and by 
being socially inclusive.

Tan Sri Ar. Esa was also asked about whether Malaysia will 
be able to have an elected mayor such as in Indonesia. In 
response, Tan Sri Ar. Esa informed that at the moment it is 
quite difficult to do so since the selection of mayor in our 
country is governed by the Federal Territories Act that 
determines the appointment of the mayor. However he 
reminded that the fate of a city does not depend on the 
mayor but on the citizens itself.  

4.0 CONCLUSION

DATUM Conference provided an exciting insight into the 
design philosophy of each invited speaker. The mix of   
expertise and interests of the speakers range from               
traditional to modern, from small scale installations to office 
towers and from small rural villages to sprawling urban 
centres. The two day conference was also packed with 
information on and about the built environment for future 
communities.  

The panel discussion session added another dimension by 
getting the views from the angle of policymakers and from 
the angle of a heritage conservationist.  

Apart from the lectures, the conference was made more 
meaningful by the launching of the Malaysia Wood Awards, 
the presentation of winners of Architecture Asia Award for 
Emerging Architects and also the special announcement on 
the conferment of PAM Gold Medal Award to Tan Sri Ar. Hj. 
Esa Mohamed.
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Ar. Lee Chor Wah. President of ARCASIA, Ar. Sathirut Nui 
Tandanand, gave away the prizes to the nine winners.

3.3 SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT, PAM GOLD MEDAL 
WINNER 2016

The afternoon session of DATUM Day 2 saw a special 
announcement being made by PAM President, Ar. Mohd 
Zulhemlee An. PAM Gold Medal is the highest honour 
awarded by PAM to recognise lifetime achievement in    
architecture by Malaysian architects. 

The 2016 PAM Gold Medal Winner was conferred to Tan Sri 
Ar. Hj. Esa bin Mohamed, current President of the                 
International Union of Architects. A keynote address by Tan 
Sri Ar. Hj. Esa Mohamed will be delivered on 1 October 
2016. He is also invited to be a speaker for DATUM 2016.

3.4 DATUM LECTURES

After the AAEA awards presentation, DATUM Conference 
continued with four more speakers. They are Satoshi 
Ohashi, Eko Prawoto, Esa Mohamed and Ted Givens.

3.4.1 SATOSHI OHASHI, ZAHA HADID                      
ARCHITECTS, CHINA

One of the more anxiously awaited speaker for this year’s 
DATUM was Satoshi Ohashi from Zaha Hadid Architects 
(ZHA). Initial disappointment at the notice that he would 
not be able to fly in to Kuala Lumpur was replaced by sighs 
of relief, thanks to today’s information technology.

Satoshi gave his presentation via teleconference, aided by 
the Lead Designer of Zaha Hadid China, Yang Jingwen.  

Satoshi introduced the audience to Zaha Hadid China, its 
staff, the regional office, Studio 9, and some of the current 
projects that they are working on. A video presentation of 
ZHA containing interviews with its staff and with the late 
founder herself was played as part of Satoshi’s presentation.  

Satoshi informed that their works mostly responds to the 
location and the specific conditions of the site. In his 
presentation, Satoshi walked audience through quite a few 
of Zaha Hadid’s projects including the Pierres Vives           
government buildings in Montpellier, France, the Maxxi 
Museum of Contemporary Art in Rome, Italy, the BMW 
Central Building in Leipzig, Germany and the Heydar Aliyev 
Centre in Azerbaijan.

3.4.2  EKO PRAWOTO, EKO PRAWOTO BUILDING 
WORKSHOP, INDONESIA

Eko Prawoto is an architect and lecturer at the Duta Wacana 
Christian University in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. His works 
have been exhibited in many arts and design events such as 
the Venice Biennale 2000, Singapore Biennale 2013 and 
Holbaek Denmark 2016, among others. He works mostly on 
small scale projects and also does art installation for 
community art projects.  

His projects reflected his passion for community work. For 
DATUM 2016, Eko presented his works for Saba-biak       
Community Center, Ujung Alang Community Center, the 
Community Learning Center in Timor Leste and also 
Ngibikan Village Reconstruction in Central Java.

 
3.4.3 ESA MOHAMED, INTERNATIONAL UNION OF 

ARCHITECTS (UIA)

Fresh from being conferred as PAM Gold Medal Winner 
2016, Tan Sri Ar. Esa thanked PAM for the recognition. In his 
lecture, Tan Sri Ar. Esa spoke about UIA, its function,   
formation and organisation. He also spoke about the         
Declaration 2030 Imperative tabled at UIA World Congress 
in Durban, South Africa 2014 and the challenge faced by 
architects to achieve a carbon neutral environment by 2030.

Apart from UIA, Tan Sri Ar. Esa also spoke about the World 
Urban Campaign initiative of which UIA is one of the lead 
partners. Last but not least, he also presented some of his 
masterplanning projects namely the Sg. Buluh New        
Township and the education hub of Bandar Universiti Pagoh.

3.4.4 TED GIVENS, 10 DESIGNS, HONG KONG
 
Based in Hong Kong and founded just five years ago in 
2010, 10 Designs has quickly grown to have offices in Hong 
Kong, Edinburgh, Dubai and Shanghai. In his presentation, 
Ted informed that 10 Designs projects are mostly procured 
through winning competitions. Being a young firm, most of 
10 Designs’ projects are in the midst of construction.

Some of the projects mentioned were the Summer              
International Shopping Mall in Zhuhai, China, the               
masterplan for Pingtan CBD in China and the Fujian            
Professional Photonic Technical College in Xiamen, China.
 

3.5 PANEL DISCUSSION: BUILDING FUTURE    
COMMUNITIES

The afternoon session of DATUM Day 2 programme included 
a panel discussion comprised of 3 selected panellists and 
moderated by Ar. Rita Soh from the Singapore Institute of 
Architects. Prior to the discussion, each panellists were 
given 20 minutes to present.

In the discussion, Hamdan spoke about replication of the 
rejuvenation projects being implemented in other cities in 
Malaysia. Funding for rejuvenation projects were also 
discussed, where collaborations and partnerships are being 
sought by the government and by Think City itself not just 
within Malaysia but across the region.  

Azim was asked about how mosques can serve the future 
community such as the Cyberjaya mosque shown in his 
presentation. He responded that the Cyberjaya mosque is 
the first platinum rated green mosque in the world and thus 
this has raised awareness of what a modern mosque can be 
in helping the progress of Islamic architecture.

Another point under discussion is regarding the architecture 
of the future community and the architecture of the past 
community. As we can see, past architects were designing 
buildings of today while the architects of today are               



2.0 DATUM DAY 1

2.1 YAP YEW PENG AND YVONNE YAP. Y.                 
ARCHITECTS, MALAYSIA

The dynamic duo of Yew Peng and Yvonne put sustainability 
as a core in their design works. Their presentation showed 
several of their projects that are mostly located in the   
southern state of Johor. Among the projects shown were 
Senibong Cove, Emerald Bay Site office and their pro bono 
work, the Kiwanis Careheart Centre for autistic children.

Autism has a special place in their body of works due to 
their son Hanzhen who was born autistic. With a special 
talent in sketching, Hanzhen’s sketches of old buildings have 
been published and extensively exhibited locally and           
internationally. Yew Peng and Yvonne also held sketch 
design talks as a way to bring the community together.

2.2  CHE FEI, CU OFFICE, CHINA

Aside from being principal of his own firm, Che Fei is also 
the Director and Associate Professor at the Smart              
Environment Research Center (SERC) of Beijing Institute of 
Fashion Technology and a visiting lecturer at the School of 
Earth and Space Sciences, Peking University.

Having won numerous awards and exhibited internationally, 
Che Fei’s designs showed his interest in socio-spatial study.  
According to Che Fei, a socio-spatial architecture is about 
space production. In designing masterplans, he theorises 
that the social and spatial structure both changes as the 
population size changes. One of his projects that he 
presented was the Wuxi Lihu Dual-City Conceptual         
Masterplan.

2.3 SUCHADA SIRORANGSE, NATIONAL HOUSING 
AUTHORITY, THAILAND

Suchada is the Director of the Department of Housing 
Development Studies, National Housing Authority (NHA) of 
Thailand. Her presentation provided an overview of the 
efforts done by the government of Thailand to revive its 
communities. The key to the revival lies in the re-emergence 
of the community’s local economy, in the improvement of 
infrastructure and also in implementing activities that 
improves social development such as religion and culture.  
Suchada presented the case of the Klong Dan and the Tha 
Muang communities to illustrate NHA’s effort for community 
revitalisation.  

 

parks as much as the middle income community.  

Che Fei was asked about his ‘production of space’ theory 
and also about the Chinese government policy to stop 
construction of ‘weird’ architecture and whether it has 
stifled the creativity of Chinese architects. He responded 
that space defines the lives within that particular space and 
thus space production refers to the production of quality 
human lives. With regard to the Chinese government policy 
against, ‘weird’ architecture, Che Fei felt that it was difficult 
to define ‘weird’ in architecture.  

2.6.2 Q&A AFTERNOON SESSION

The afternoon session speakers were Suchada Sirorangse, 
Yatin Pandya and Mark Dytham. 

A question for Suchada was regarding the economic activity 
of the floating market in Klong Dan. Was the market a  
spontaneous activity created due to the revival of Klong Dan 
or was the market purposely started to revive the           
community? Suchada replied that the floating market was a 
tool in helping to revive the community and that the market 
was created by the community itself.  

Yatin was asked how to impart the visual experience such as 
the sequential unfolding of space into modern design. Yatin 
replied that such experience can also occur by creating a 
prelude to the main design. To illustrate his point, he gave 
the example of the experience that one felt going through 
the narrow labyrinth of street leading to, by contrast, the 
expansive grounds of Taj Mahal.   

3.0 DATUM DAY 2

3.1 LAUNCHING OF MALAYSIA WOOD AWARDS

DATUM Day 2 kicked-off with the launching of the Malaysia 
Wood Awards which runs until 31 December 2016.            
Organised by the Malaysian Timber Council in collaboration 
with PAM, the award aims to give recognition to outstanding 
wooden architecture in terms of design, craftsmanship and 
installation. The launching speech was given by Datuk Dr. 
Abdul Rahim Nik and officiated by YBhg. Datuk M,        
Nagarajan, Secretary General, Ministry of Plantation    
Industries and Commodities on behalf of YB Datuk Mah 
Siew Keong, Minister of Plantation Industries and           
Commodities.

3.2 ARCHITECTURE ASIA AWARDS FOR EMERGING 
ARCHITECTS 2016

After the launching of the Malaysia Wood Awards, DATUM 
Day 2 continued with the presentation of the Architecture 
Asia Awards for Emerging Architects 2016 (AAEA). AAEA is 
organised by Architecture Asia under the auspices of PAM 
and ARCASIA in association with DATUM. Convened by      
Ar. Mohd Pital bin Maarof, the awards recognises the best 
works of young architects in Asia. Entries are judged on 
creativity, sustainability and contribution to the 
advancement of architectural design and technology. The 
Chief Judge of AAEA is Editor-in-Chief of Architecture Asia, 
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designing based on the past, or based on heritage. Paskalis 
explained that our future relies on our roots. Traditional 
buildings were built based on functionality be it for weather 
protection or for cultural activities. Nevertheless, with 
modern technology, improvements can still be made 
without sacrificing its functionality.

The following briefly summarised the presentations of each 
panellists.

3.5.1 AZIM AZIZ, ATSA ARCHITECTS, MALAYSIA

Azim Aziz’s presentation revolves around building future 
communities for the Klang Valley. He touched on the        
growing population within Klang Valley and how this affects 
the quality of life for the community. 

3.5.2 HAMDAN MAJEED, THINK CITY, MALAYSIA

Think City is an agency focused on urban policy and            
implementation of innovative urban solutions. As Executive 
Director of Think City, Hamdan Majeed helped spearhead 
the Sustainable Penang Initiative. His presentation 
highlights the efforts taken by government and also by 
communities to rejuvenate cities.      

3.5.3 PASKALIS KHRISNO AYODYANTORO, HAN 
AWAL AND PARTNERS ARCHITECTS,               
INDONESIA

With his passion to preserve Indonesia’s architectural 
heritage, Paskalis founded the Rumah Asuh Foundation.  
Using the case of Waerebo Village, he showed how             
conservation projects were done in rural areas. Apart from 
documenting the construction of traditional structures, he 
also worked with the native people to improve construction 
methods of the traditional buildings.

3.6 QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION, DAY 2

Day 2 of DATUM featured four speakers with a Q&A session 
each at the end of the morning and the afternoon session. 
For the morning session, the moderator was Ar. Fawad 
Suhail Abbasi who is the Chairman of ARCASIA Committee 
on Young Architects, while the afternoon session was 
moderated by Ar. Rita Soh from the Singapore Institute of 
Architects.

3.6.1 Q&A MORNING SESSION

New research finding found that the idea of seamlessness of 
space can be counterproductive because people need 
personal space especially in a commercial setting. Satoshi 
was asked how he would argue that seamlessness of space 
is indeed important in a design. To this, Satoshi explained 
that a project need to respond to the various scales, not just 
the personal scale but also the city scale or even global 
scale. The relationship between these two extremes need to 
be balanced in order to create a more interesting or better 
environment. Jingwen added that the demarcation between 
personal space and public space is more complicated to 
define in this contemporary world.  

Another question directed at Satoshi wanted to know to 
what extent was the late Zaha Hadid involved in the designs 
of Zaha Hadid Architects (ZHA) and how the firm is 
managed now without Zaha Hadid. Satoshi explained that 
Zaha Hadid was involved at some point in all the projects of 
ZHA. The organisational set-up of ZHA ensured that the 
company structure is intact and that her legacy will            
continue. 

Eko was asked how the process of ‘weaving the collective 
memory of the community’ takes place and how it is         
translated into the build environment. Eko replied that each 
community knows best their own culture and lifestyle. It is 
the role of architects to make an effort to become part of 
the community in order to grasp that particular community 
beliefs and lifestyle. By doing this, the architects would be 
more successful in translating the spirit of the community 
into his design.  

3.6.2 Q&A AFTERNOON SESSION

Tan Sri Ar. Esa was asked on the dilemma of the future 
communities. On one hand, there seem to be a growing 
need to be local, to have a sense of community but on the 
other hand, many cities are growing its urban centers. Thus 
how do we balance the two opposites? Tan Sri Ar. Esa 
responded that it is indeed a challenge that architects have 
to face, given the current rate of globalisation where       
movement between populations are very easy.                      
Nevertheless, architects need to maintain their sensitivity 
towards the community by being close to the people and by 
being socially inclusive.

Tan Sri Ar. Esa was also asked about whether Malaysia will 
be able to have an elected mayor such as in Indonesia. In 
response, Tan Sri Ar. Esa informed that at the moment it is 
quite difficult to do so since the selection of mayor in our 
country is governed by the Federal Territories Act that 
determines the appointment of the mayor. However he 
reminded that the fate of a city does not depend on the 
mayor but on the citizens itself.  

4.0 CONCLUSION

DATUM Conference provided an exciting insight into the 
design philosophy of each invited speaker. The mix of   
expertise and interests of the speakers range from               
traditional to modern, from small scale installations to office 
towers and from small rural villages to sprawling urban 
centres. The two day conference was also packed with 
information on and about the built environment for future 
communities.  

The panel discussion session added another dimension by 
getting the views from the angle of policymakers and from 
the angle of a heritage conservationist.  

Apart from the lectures, the conference was made more 
meaningful by the launching of the Malaysia Wood Awards, 
the presentation of winners of Architecture Asia Award for 
Emerging Architects and also the special announcement on 
the conferment of PAM Gold Medal Award to Tan Sri Ar. Hj. 
Esa Mohamed.

His projects reflected his passion for community work. For 
DATUM 2016, Eko presented his works for Saba-biak       
Community Center, Ujung Alang Community Center, the 
Community Learning Center in Timor Leste and also 
Ngibikan Village Reconstruction in Central Java.

 
3.4.3 ESA MOHAMED, INTERNATIONAL UNION OF 

ARCHITECTS (UIA)

Fresh from being conferred as PAM Gold Medal Winner 
2016, Tan Sri Ar. Esa thanked PAM for the recognition. In his 
lecture, Tan Sri Ar. Esa spoke about UIA, its function,   
formation and organisation. He also spoke about the         
Declaration 2030 Imperative tabled at UIA World Congress 
in Durban, South Africa 2014 and the challenge faced by 
architects to achieve a carbon neutral environment by 2030.

Apart from UIA, Tan Sri Ar. Esa also spoke about the World 
Urban Campaign initiative of which UIA is one of the lead 
partners. Last but not least, he also presented some of his 
masterplanning projects namely the Sg. Buluh New        
Township and the education hub of Bandar Universiti Pagoh.

3.4.4 TED GIVENS, 10 DESIGNS, HONG KONG
 
Based in Hong Kong and founded just five years ago in 
2010, 10 Designs has quickly grown to have offices in Hong 
Kong, Edinburgh, Dubai and Shanghai. In his presentation, 
Ted informed that 10 Designs projects are mostly procured 
through winning competitions. Being a young firm, most of 
10 Designs’ projects are in the midst of construction.

Some of the projects mentioned were the Summer              
International Shopping Mall in Zhuhai, China, the               
masterplan for Pingtan CBD in China and the Fujian            
Professional Photonic Technical College in Xiamen, China.
 

3.5 PANEL DISCUSSION: BUILDING FUTURE    
COMMUNITIES

The afternoon session of DATUM Day 2 programme included 
a panel discussion comprised of 3 selected panellists and 
moderated by Ar. Rita Soh from the Singapore Institute of 
Architects. Prior to the discussion, each panellists were 
given 20 minutes to present.

In the discussion, Hamdan spoke about replication of the 
rejuvenation projects being implemented in other cities in 
Malaysia. Funding for rejuvenation projects were also 
discussed, where collaborations and partnerships are being 
sought by the government and by Think City itself not just 
within Malaysia but across the region.  

Azim was asked about how mosques can serve the future 
community such as the Cyberjaya mosque shown in his 
presentation. He responded that the Cyberjaya mosque is 
the first platinum rated green mosque in the world and thus 
this has raised awareness of what a modern mosque can be 
in helping the progress of Islamic architecture.

Another point under discussion is regarding the architecture 
of the future community and the architecture of the past 
community. As we can see, past architects were designing 
buildings of today while the architects of today are               
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
FOURTH MEETING OF PAM COUNCIL 2016-2017 
HELD ON 26 AUGUST 2016
Council approved the new membership applications for August 2016 of 35 Corporate 
Members, 22 Graduate Members, 2 Associate Graduate Members, 68 Student Members 
and 3 Reinstatement of Graduate Members.

PAM Northern Chapter Anniversary Dinner 2016 will be held on 21 October 2016. 

Borneo Architecture Festival (Design Conference) in conjunction with World                 
Architecture Day will be held on 7 October 2016.

The Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Committee proposed to Council to accept the 
invitation for support from the Bar Council Construction Law Committee. They are 
looking into the possibility of recommending amendments to Section 75 of the Contracts 
Act 1950 in respect of liquidated damages for delay. They are proposing roadshows and 
a forum to be held on this issue which is faced by the construction industry involving all 
stakeholders.

The PAM Awards will be opened for participation in January each year. The proposed 
categories for the PAM Awards 2017 are as follows:

1. Single Residential
2.   Multiple Residential (Low Rise)
3.   Public and Institutional
4.   Education
5.   Alteration and Addition
6.   Conservation
7.   Overseas
8.   Commercial (Low Rise)
9.   Showroom
10.  Sports and Recreation
11.  Planning and Master Planning
12.   Building of the Year
 
The second EGM for 2016 will be held on 3rd December 2016. 

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) / Design Lecture Series (DLS) Committee 
agreed to collaborate with IFEM to conduct the “Fire Risks Solution for Built                  
Environment” seminar on 27th September 2016.

PAM received 65 participants for Module 1, 101 participants for Module 2 and 98 partici-
pants for Module 3 of Professional Practice Workshop.

The Building Information Modelling Sub-Committee proposed the following:-

i) BIM Training for Beginner and Intermediate monthly training for Beginner and 
3-days training for Intermediate level.

ii) To develop Guideline/Manual Migration from CAD to BIM
iii) Establish the PAM BIM Centre – provides BIM consultation for PAM Members

The Architect-Meet-the-Public Session is to encourage public who has lesser or no 
knowledge on the procedures to file their complaints related to the purchase of a house 
or dispute against contractor or developer.

The Housing and Urbanity Symposium (H + U 2016) will be held on 12th November 2016 
at the Sime Darby Convention Centre.
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