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As early as the 1980s I’ve heard news about illegal    
architecture practices owned by foreign architects 
providing architecture services in Malaysia. A PAM Past 
President shared with me how he had reported to the 
Immigration Department about a foreign architect who 
was running an illegal architecture practice in Malaysia 
and the PAM Past President waited with the immigration 
officers at our country’s border to prevent the foreign 
architect from entering the country. Over the past few 
years there have been more news about illegal              
architecture practices owned by foreign architects    
offering architecture services under the disguise of 
design firms. I think we are more aware of the presence 
of these illegal practices and the effect that they have on 
our market partly because there are now fewer projects 
in our country and some of the bigger projects have gone 
to these foreign architects-owned illegal architecture 
practices. 

We have to ask ourselves how these foreign illegal     
practices manage to set up their businesses, survive and 
continue to provide architecture services in Malaysia 
without having to register with LAM? It is obvious that 
these illegal firms must be working together with 
irresponsible local architects who voluntarily ignore their 
professional moral and endorse the plans for submission 
to the local authorities. I can appreciate that there are 
many local projects whereby the foreign architects and 
local architects genuinely collaborate and share the 
scope of works and the professional fees fairly.              
Collaborations can be good for the profession and the 
construction industry if there were genuine transfer of 
knowledge and technology, not only to the benefits of 
the local architects, but also benefits the foreign             
architect. I’m sure this equal sharing of scope of works 
and the corresponding fee sharing would be welcome by 
our members. In fact LAM is now preparing a guideline 
for collaborations between local and foreign architects to 
ensure that the collaborations are fair for both parties, 
and that the interest of the public is always protected.

However, my concern is when the local architects allow       
themselves to be the signing architects without being 
involved in the design development stage and not   
supervising the construction works until completion. The 
illegal practices now seem to have managed to hold a 
stronger position in our market through the various mega 
projects which they have undertaken, no thanks through 
the assistance of our irresponsible local architects. But 
why do these irresponsible local architects do something 
that breaches the ethics of the profession? By endorsing 

the plans for submission to the local authorities, we 
architects take responsibility and liability for the projects 
because the projects involve the safety and health as 
well as welfare of the public. If we are not involved in the 
design and the production of the detail drawings, we 
should not “rubber stamp” the drawings produced by 
others, and take responsibility for the projects. Clearly if 
these irresponsible local architects don’t cooperate by 
“blindly signing” for the foreign architect, there would be 
no way for the illegal architectural practices to survive 
and prosper in our market. So we only have ourselves to 
blame for allowing the illegal architecture practices to 
continue. Similar to the issue of the Scale of Minimum 
Fees, whereby some architects accept fees lower than 
the Scale of Minimum Fees, the whole market now 
expects all architects to accept fees lower than the Scale 
of Minimum Fees.

Last year Lembaga Arkitek Malaysia (LAM) had set up a 
new committee to look into the complaints about the 
illegal architecture practices in Malaysia and take stern 
actions against them through the provisions provided 
under the Architects Act 1967. Upon receipt of any      
complaints the committee will carry out the initial    
investigations to establish if there’s a genuine case for 
LAM to take further actions. Some of the actions may 
involve other departments such as the Immigration 
Department and the Royal Malaysian Police Force.  
Unfortunately LAM can only initiate their actions upon 
receipt of any complaints against the suspected illegal 
architecture practices. So we have to do our part to 
submit complaints to LAM should we suspect or come 
across any firms providing architecture services without 
registration with LAM. This action I think would send the 
appropriate message across to all the illegal architectural 
practices that they are breaching the law in our country, 
and actions will be taken against them by our regulatory 
body. If any foreign architects want to set up their office 
and provide architecture services in our country, they 
must follow the rules and the law of the land. Now that 
the requirement for citizenship has been taken away, the 
foreign architects can go through the same process that 
local architects have to go through to be registered as an 
architect in Malaysia. After which they can register their 
practice with LAM and legally provide architecture 
services in our country.

Ar. (Dr.) Mohd Zulhemlee An
President 2015-2017

ILLEGAL ARCHITECTURE 
PRACTICES
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The 11th PAM Annual Architecture Students Works             
Exhibition 2016 (PAASWE16) at 1 Utama Shopping Centre 
was held from 5 - 9 October 2016 and received participation 
from 20 architecture programs throughout Malaysia. The 
theme was “ARCHInteraction” in line with the theme of 
World Architecture Day 2016. This is the 11th installation of 
the PAASWE16 which was started by PAM in 2006. Over the 
years we have seen the event grew with the number of 
participants and evolved into an exciting yearly event with 
the introduction of new activities for both the students as 
well as for the public. PAM is very happy to note that this 
year we have participants from 20 architecture programs 
from all over the country. However PAM has grown past the 
quantity of participation and has put more emphasis on the 
quality and also the commitment from the participants. 

The architecture schools involved were: 
1. Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM)
2. Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM)
3. Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia (USIM)
4. Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM)
5. Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, Johor Bahru (UTM JB)
6. Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur (UTM KL)
7. Universiti Teknologi Mara, Puncak Alam (UITM PA)
8. Universiti Teknologi Mara, Seri Iskandar (UITM SI)
9. Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR)
10. Alfa International College
11. Limkokwing University Of Creative Technology (LUCT)

12. Linton University College
13. Taylor's University
14. Tunku Abdul Rahman University College (TARUC)
15. Politeknik Merlimau Melaka (PMM)
16. Politeknik Port Dickson (PPD)
17. Politeknik Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah (POLISAS)
18. Politeknik Sultan Idris Shah (PSIS)
19. Politeknik Ungku Omar (PUO) 
20. Kolej Komuniti Sabak Bernam (KKSB)

A Mentor Programs was held during the exhibition          
where architects spoke to students on topics such as 
“Togetherness in Sketching” by Ahmad Hakym Ahmad 
Hilmy, “Sports, Stadia, Arena & Events Overlay” by Faizal 
Mohd Ali and “Kuala Lumpur Street Names” by Mariana Isa. 
To enhance students’ learning experience through the 
programs and understanding the architecture profession, 
PAM invited Ar. Azim Tan Sri Abd Aziz to share his experience 
and knowledge with the students and public in the ‘Meet 
The Architect’ programs. 

This year, the PAM Best Booth Display Award had changed 
the format of judging which each institution will be judged 
in 4 categories. The categories are Gold, Silver, Bronze and 
Participation. The Gold Prize winner was Tunku Abdul 
Rahman University College (TARUC).

PAM ANNUAL ARCHITECTURE 
STUDENT WORKS EXHIBITION 2016 
5 - 9 OCTOBER 2016
1 UTAMA SHOPPING CENTRE, 
BANDAR UTAMA, PETALING JAYA, SELANGOR 

Mentor Programme 1 (5th October 2016)
Togetherness in Sketching
Ahmad Hakym Ahmad Hilmy

Mentor Programme 2 (6th October 2016)
Sports, Stadia, Arena & Events Overlay -
Faizal Mohd Ali

Mentor Programme 3 (7th October 2016)
Kuala Lumpur Street Names - 
Mariana Isa

Meet The Architect (9th October 2016)
Ar. Azim Tan Sri Abd Aziz

Best Booth Display Award
Gold Prize - Tunku Abdul Rahman University 
College (TARUC)

Best Booth Display Award
Gold Prize - Tunku Abdul Rahman University 
College (TARUC)
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Other events in conjunction with the architecture student works exhibition were the PAM Student Competition which was 
designed to promote the architecture concept and the exhibition itself to create public awareness. The participants were 
required to post photos on Instagram only with hashtag #paaswe2016 and the most number of likes is the criteria for selection 
of the winner. The winners are as follows: 

To introduce architecture to children at an early age, the programs of “Children Art Competition” which was open to primary 
and secondary students was organised. The concept of the competition is coloring contest and for the secondary school, 
students are required to build the tallest tower out of a bag of straws that will hold a designated load for 5 seconds. On the 
night, PAM created the Student Performance programs to exhibit students skills in other aspects such as singing, dancing, 
fashion show and others. 

1st Place : 
Johnny Lim Kah Chun 
(Tunku Abdul Rahman University College)

2nd Place : 
Muhammad Amer Farkhan Abdullah (Kolej Komuniti Sabak Bernam)

3rd Place : 
Tan Jin Wen 
(Linton University College)

Straw Tower Challenge Coloring Contest Student Performance

Student Performance PAM Academic Excellence Award (Part II) PAM Academic Excellence Award (Part I)

PAM Best Student Award Opening Ceremony of PAASWE16 Closing Ceremony of PAASWE16

PAM Best Booth Display Award
(Gold Prize)

PAM Best Booth Display Award
(Silver Prize)

PAM Best Booth Display Award
(Bronze Prize)
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On 25 September 2015, numerous countries adopted 
seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with the 
motivation to end poverty, protect the planet and to ensure 
prosperity for all as part of a new sustainable development 
agenda. In resolution 66/207 and in line with the             
bi-decennial cycle (1976, 1996 and 2016), the United 
Nations General Assembly convened the Habitat III          
Conference to reinvigorate the global commitment to 
sustainability, to focus on the implementation of a New 
Urban Agenda (NUA), building on the Habitat Agenda of 
Istanbul in 1996.

The Housing + Urbanity Symposium spearheaded by the 
Urban Wellbeing, Sustainable Housing and Environmental 
Resilience (USHER) Committee of Pertubuhan Akitek   
Malaysia was held on 12 November 2016 in Kuala Lumpur to 
facilitate Malaysian and overseas building industry partners 
to collaborate and strategise the next course of action for 
three of the seventeen SDGs, namely:

Goal 7   - Affordable and Clean Energy;
Goal 9   - Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure; and
Goal 13 - Climate Action

The magnetism of the city which attracts plenty of                    
socio-economic opportunities also contributes crucial social 
and environment impacts. Industrial ventures, exploitation 
of resources, uncontrolled and improperly planned            
development have resulted in the deterioration of the 
urbanscapes. The presenters emphasised the need to strike 
the “necessary balance” between the socio-economic and 
ecological systems to avoid further environmental damage. 

The Chairman of USHER, Ar Mustapha Kamal introduces the 
objectives of the New Urban Agenda (NUA), its principles 
and action plans. Every denizen of the city is afforded a 
voice, contributes as a caring community and share the 
responsibility to realise the effective implementation of the 
six (6) elements. It is here that the architect shall take the 
lead role. 

New development ought to be inclusive and do not negate 
existing city fabrics. Think City demonstrates how they have 
channeled efforts to ensure urban rejuvenation without 
stifling the existing city’s heritage, culture and population. 
Think City as an NGO have engaged stakeholders from all 
sectors within selected project sites and communities 
throughout Peninsular Malaysia. 

Eko Prawoto Building Workshop (EKO) shares Think City’s 
approach where in Indonesia they champion for existing 
social fabric to be preserved in their various projects. The 
values and dignity of the “Kampung”/Village community is 
strongly upheld and allocated the rights to be integrated in 
the new environment where appropriate local technology 
and traditional skills is also weaved into its set up.  

Closer here in our home city of Kuala Lumpur (KL), Dewan 

Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur (DBKL) in their role as a local 
authority led in the implementation of Local Agenda 21 
whereby DBKL have formulated inner city developments in 
their mission with community leaders, private sectors and 
NGOs - not only to transform KL into a beautiful world class 
city but also one with sufficient food banks vide urban     
farming initiatives. 

People are valuable assets and prized capital investments. 
As such, Design Evolution Architects (DEA) propounds how 
the populace ought to be accommodated in challenging 
housing conditions evident in today’s cities. DEA explores 
not only the essential spatial quality required of cluster 
communal habitation but also on how to ensure the    
affordability of prime downtown real estate complete with 
the amenities and lifestyle of 21st century. 
  
In order to deliver any of the SDGs mentioned above, 
Jabatan Kerja Raya (JKR) recognises how essential it is to 
improve the work and delivery system by adopting Building 
Information Modelling (BIM), an intelligent model-based 
technology linked with a database of design process and 
project information. According to JKR with BIM, there is 
integration through phases of life cycle and high return on 
investment. 

On a similar platform and rationale, Malaysian Green      
Technology Corporation (GreenTech) supports and actively 
promotes intelligent technology to ensure sustainable 
energy (space) storage options as demands escalate with 
growing cities which consume tonnes of energy. Again, the 
architect shall lead in propelling this pursuit of Green 
Agenda.     

Multi Spex Architects Sdn Bhd (MSA) reminds us that efforts 
of SDGs should not concentrate solely on the city dwellers. 
MSA informs of the constraints of building in the Orang Asli 
communities where frugal architecture uses simple 
construction skills to blend sensitively into the site context. 
The remoteness dictates that any initiatives expanded there 
should be highly independent, self-sustaining and relies 
heavily on the said communities’ own infrastructures. MSA 
recommends that education programmes and technical 
trainings to be provided to overcome poor maintenance 
management that minimised operational efficiency of 
renewable energy sources installed in under developed 
communities just like the Orang Asli’s.  

Our overseas counterpart, Robust Architecture Workshop 
(RAW) relates how the Sri Lankans overcame their lack of 
technical and building skills through actual on-job site    
training by re-deploying retired soldiers to become skilled 
builders. The nation’s new found peace due to disarmament 
created a large workforce. Through skill building ladder, the 
country’s social capital is effectively transformed. This is 
re-adapted and duly re-designated as vibrant physical 
capital which forms the modular structural system, so 
crucial to nation building of the island state.

HOUSING + URBANITY SYMPOSIUM 
HELD ON 12 NOVEMBER 2016 

Initiatives implemented successfully, say here in 
Malaysia may not be applicable in Indonesia or Sri 
Lanka as each has different economic, cultural and 
even varying climatic conditions. This symposium 
highlights the importance of regional characteristics 
to be reflected in SDGs in order to ensure that action 
frameworks are more socially acceptable and            
integral in each of the local communities. Unless the 
practical problems of implementing SDGs policies 
are understood, the original intentions of New Urban 
Agenda will not be accomplished.

Compiled by Ar Mel Soong
on behalf of USHER of PAM
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Conclusion:

The various speakers related experiences in their 
capacities with respect to the government &            
regulatory boards, research & education sectors, 
architectural building industry and from the private 
sectors. The common ground expressed by these 
diverse personalities is for regional characteristics 
to be inherently reflected in any sustainability 
efforts in order to encourage sustainable                    
development locally. Many strategies of SDGs from 
developed and developing nations are not                 
appropriate due to unique local environment, social 
and political conditions. 

Initiatives implemented successfully, say here in 
Malaysia may not be applicable in Indonesia or Sri 
Lanka as each has different economic, cultural and 
even varying climatic conditions. This symposium 
highlights the importance of regional characteristics 
to be reflected in SDGs in order to ensure that action 
frameworks are more socially acceptable and            
integral in each of the local communities. Unless the 
practical problems of implementing SDGs policies 
are understood, the original intentions of New Urban 
Agenda will not be accomplished.

Compiled by Ar Mel Soong
on behalf of USHER of PAM

“THE NEW URBAN AGENDA” ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

The Roundtable Discussion was held on 11 November 2016 
at PAM Centre, Kuala Lumpur. It was attended by the    
architects, planners, engineers, government officers and 
public. The discussion was moderated by Ar. Wan Sofiah 
Wan Ishak and the Panelists are as follows:

• Ar. (Dr.) Mohd Zulhemlee An, PAM President
• Ar. Mustapha Kamal Zulkarnain, Chairman of the Urban 

Wellbeing, Sustainability, Housing and Environmental 
Resilience (USHER) of PAM

• Dr. Milinda Pathiraja, Co-founder of the Colombo firm 
RAW (Robust Architecture Workshop) and an Honorary 
Senior Fellow in the Faculty of Architecture, Building 
and Planning at the University of Melbourne

• Ms. Lee Jia Ping, Programme Director and Head of 
Corporate Communications for Think City Sdn Bhd

• Mr. Eko Prawoto, Eko Prawoto Architecture Workshop, 
Lecturer in Faculty of Architecture and Design in Duta 
Wacana Christian University

• Tuan Khairul Anuar Mhd Juri, General Manager, Kuala 
Lumpur Tourism Bureau

Three questions were asked to each Panelists as follows:

Q1: Practicing ARCHITECTS to have more proactive ROLES
How would you propose for practicing architects to expand 
into more proactive roles alongside other stakeholders?

Q2: Combined INCENTIVES on AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
development

What are the potential and possibilities for extending the 
financial assistance on the cost of affordable housing to 
include other incentives within Sustainable Development 
Goals & Urban Agenda?

This include the objectives towards the reduction of      
household utility bills and maintenance.

Q3: PUBLIC participation in sustainable development.
How do you see the potentials of the public participating in 
what happen to their respective public places?

Would this approach help to increase awareness on good 
practice in built environment and facilitate Sustainable 
Development Goals?

PAM President, Ar. (Dr.) Mohd Zulhemlee An is 
sharing his views at the Roundtable Discussion

Ar. Wan Sofiah Wan Ishak is moderating the 
Roundtable Discussion

PAM Gold Medalist, Datuk Seri Ar. Lim Chong Keat 
is sharing his views with the audience

Group photo of speakers and organizing
committee members

Participants of the Housing and Urbanity 
Symposium 

One of the speakers, En. Khairul Anuar Mhd Juri is 
presenting his paper titled “Local Agenda 21 Kuala 
Lumpur Urban Farming Initiatives”
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PAM PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 
SEMINAR
20 NOVEMBER 2016
TANJONG VISTA HOTEL KUALA TERENGGANU

The inaugural PAM Professional Practice seminar was held on 20th November 2016 at Tanjong Vista Hotel, Kuala 
Terengganu. The full-day conference has brought together architects practising in the East Coast as well as members 
of the public and government agencies. Four papers which covered issues such as strata management, OSC 3.0,      
Building Information Modeling and amendment to the Architect Act were presented at the Seminar.

The topics covered are relevant to the current situation in the industry and it should be imparted to the architects who 
are practising in the East Coast. This will help them to serve the public better. Both members of the public and            
government agencies also need to know what is coming in the building industry.

The Seminar was convened by Dato’ Ar. Maurice Wee Beng Teck who is also the Co-Chair of the PAM Professional      
Practice Committee as well as PAM Council Member 2016/2017.

Invited speakers, among others, are Ar. S. Thirilogachandran, PAM Honorary Treasurer, Ar. Zamri Ismail, Chair of BIM 
Sub-Committee and En. Aminuddin Hussein, Director of Commissioners of Building Department, Majlis Perbandaran 
Selayang.

The event was supported by Mr. Paintman Sdn. Bhd., Tanjong Vista Hotel and Wong Huat Construction.

Participants attentively listening to the presentation by Ar. S. Thirilogachandran 
on OSC 3.0, Issues at the Ground.

The seminar was well-attended.
Dato’ Ar. Maurice Wee, Convenor of PAM Professional Seminar delivered 
his opening remarks.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
SEVENTH MEETING OF PAM COUNCIL 2016-2017 
HELD ON 25 NOVEMBER 2016

Council approved the new membership applications for November 2016 of 6     
Graduate Members, 150 Student Members, and 1 Reinstatement of Corporate Member.

Taylor’s University School of Architecture, Building and Design had offered PAM to 
publish the PAM Masterclass 2016 Book. It is a book documenting the PAM          
Masterclass 2016 which was held recently during Kuala Lumpur Architecture Festival 
2016 that can be used as a university course book.

The Building Management Committee reported that the PAM Resource Centre will 
be relocated to Lower Ground Floor, the PAM Academy will be located at Level 5 and the 
BIM Training Centre will be relocated to Level 5 as part of the PAM Academy.

Education Committee reported that C.I.S. Network proposed to organise the          
Architects Got Talent Competition for students. The purpose is to seek new innovative 
architectural and urbanistic ideas dealing with current issues and challenges.

The competition is open to undergraduate students (Part 1 and Part 2) from all            
accredited architecture schools in Malaysia. The selected finalist will present their 
project during ARCHIDEX 2017 at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre. In the          
competition, 40% will be oral presentation to encourage students to be comfortable to 
present their works in public.  

International Affairs Committee wished to implement the four-nation meeting 
involving ASA, SIA, IAI and PAM at the next regional event i.e. ASA Convention 2017 to 
be held on 2 – 7 May 2017.

Membership, Youth and Events Committee reported that the Committee proposed 
to organise Malaysia Young Architects Symposium 2017 (MAYAS) as follows:

Proposed Date :  17 & 18 February 2017
Proposed Venue :  PAM Centre

The proposed programmes for MAYAS 2017 are as follows:
• Forum
• Seminar/Talk
• Skill & Experience Sharing Session
• PAM Award For Young Architects Excellence
• PAM MAYAS Exhibition

The aim of organising MAYAS 2017 is as a platform provided by PAM focusing on young 
Architects, Built Environment Professionals, Designers and Researchers in Malaysia to 
meet and network. 

The second session of PAM CB-XP was successfully held on 2 November 2016.

Kuala Lumpur Urban Sketchers (KLUS) would like to organise two events with PAM 
to inspire more PAM members and public to sketch, and through it, better appreciate 
the environment.

Urban Sketches Exhibition
Proposed Date: 15 December 2016 to 31 January 2017
Proposed Venue: Event Launching : Rooftop or Lobby, Ground Floor (100pax)
   Exhibition : Level 4 & 5
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