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Most of the time architects are appointed by their clients 
to design buildings within an area which could be a new 
area, or within an already matured area. Even though 
our primary task is to design the building, we should pay 
cognizance to the fact that the occupants of the newly 
completed building will form a new community in the 
area, or become part of the existing community in the 
matured area. It is important that when we are designing 
we consider how to create the sense of belonging and 
ownership among the residents within the community.

In my view one of the key to developing a closely knit 
and sustainable community is through the creation of 
open spaces which are easily accessible, and flexible for 
the community to enjoy. That’s very much like during the 
early kampong days in Malaysia, where residents within 
the residents lived close to each other and share 
common spaces for recreations, gardening and functions 
such as weddings, and festive celebrations. Nowadays 
the requirement for open spaces within a housing estate 
or a new township is spelled out in the planning        
guidelines by most of the Local Authorities in our country. 
The Local Authorities have put the requirement for 10% 
to 15% of the area to be developed to be demarcated for 
open space or green area for the community. Within 
these open spaces recreation areas and also playground 
equipment for children will be provided, for the             
enjoyment of the residents in the communities.
 
Can we architects with our knowledge and formal      
training contribute more than just demarcating the open 
space and meeting the conditions set by the local   
authorities? What other aspects can we architects 
contribute to the community either as residents or as the 
designer who are conscious about the social aspects in 
our design and planning? 

In our neighbouring countries such as Indonesia and 
Thailand, there are groups of architects who are playing 
the roles of change agents in several communities, to 
make improvements to the social infrastructure in the 
community especially in the areas where the less          
fortunate live, which most of the time were not formally 
planned and had developed organically by the residents. 
These several group of architects organized working 
workshops involving the residents of the community, to 
find out the residents wish list and aspirations to make 
their communities better. After the relevant information 
from the residents have been collated, the architects will 
involve the residents in design workshops to find the 
solutions of the issues which were raised by the 
residents. The residents will then continue to work 
together with the architects to design the infrastructure 

required such as the creation of pocket spaces, gardens, 
sports courts, foot paths or improve the existing ones for 
the benefits of the residents. Small structures such as 
pavilions or “wakaf”, and community halls can also be 
introduced with the design from the architects, and the 
buildings can be built together by the residents through 
“gotong royong”. Getting the residents to be involved in 
the solutions give the residents the sense of ownership 
as well as belonging to the community, which will bring 
the residents closer together as well as developing pride 
in their community and making the community more 
sustainable.

Other than fulfilling the social infrastructure                     
requirements, architects can use our creativity to help 
organize events within the available spaces to make the 
spaces lively. For example a program that make use of 
the under-utilized back lanes of terrace houses. Back 
lanes have become undesired anti spaces because most 
of the time the back lanes have become dirty with   
undergrowth due to neglect or utilized as rubbish dump 
for unwanted items. Turning these back lanes as activity 
areas such as community gardening areas can make the 
back lanes functional, cleaner and safer.

Architects can encourage residents in the community to 
create interest groups within the communities to make 
use of the facilities available such as a health group that 
make use of the open spaces for their group exercise, or 
an organic farming group that utilizes part of the garden 
as an area for urban farming. Simple programs such as 
colouring activities for children will involve both the 
children and their parents, giving the opportunity for the 
residents to meet and get to know each other. 

I believe that by getting ourselves actively involved in our 
community will help us to become better designers since 
we will be more aware of the makings of a lively and 
supportive community. We also have the opportunity to 
be closer to the community and enable us to educate the 
community about the natural and the built environment 
and what can be done to maintain or improve the 
surrounding area and the environment. These are some 
of the other ways for architects to contribute to the 
betterment of the community and its surrounding area 
either physically or socially, other than just designing the 
buildings and the surrounding area.

Ar. (Dr.) Mohd Zulhemlee An
President 2015-2017

ARCHITECT AND 
THE COMMUNITY
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It brings great pleasure to Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia 
(PAM - Malaysian Institute of Architects) to announce the 
Institute’s highest recognition for lifetime achievement in 
architecture for a Malaysian architect, the PAM Gold 
Medal 2016, is conferred to TAN SRI DATO’ SRI           
Ar Esa Mohamed.
 
The PAM Gold Medal Award is the highest award that 
could be accorded to an architect or an architectural 
practice by his / her / their own peers, in recognition of 
his / her / their lifetime contribution to architecture. The 
objective of the Award is to recognise a distinguished 
individual PAM Corporate Member or a group of PAM 
Corporate Members, whose career has brought great 
distinction to architecture through a body of work which 
demonstrates the highest level of design excellence or a 
lifetime contribution which has promoted the advance-
ment of architecture in Malaysia or internationally.
 
The Award may also recognise an architectural practice 
comprising 2 or more Corporate Members, that has 
similarly brought great distinction to architecture through 
a body of work over a sustained period of time that 
consistently demonstrates the highest level of design 
excellence and has contributed to the advancement of 
architecture in Malaysia or internationally.

 
The Award, first instituted in 1988, has been conferred to 
only six individuals so far. Tan Sri Dato’ Sri Ar Esa 
Mohamed, the eighth recipient, joins a legion of            
distinguished architects whose careers have endowed 
the profession with great distinction and have promoted 
the advancement of architecture in Malaysia and            
internationally. Past PAM Gold Medal winners include the 
late Dato’ Ar Kington Loo (1988), the late Dato'                
Ar Hisham Albakri (1992), Datuk Seri Ar Lim Chong Keat 
(1997), Ar Hijjas Kasturi  (2001), Dato' Ar Dr Haji            
Baharuddin bin Abu Kassim (2008), Dato’ Ar Dr Kenneth 
Yeang (2011) and Dato’ Ar Hj Hajeedar bin Hj Abdul 
Majid (2012).
 
PAM President Ar (Dr) Mohd Zulhemlee An chairs the 
PAM Gold Medal 2016 Jury, and he is joined by other 
jury members, PAM Gold Medallist 2008 Dato' Ar Dr Haji 
Baharuddin bin Abu Kassim, PAM Past President Datuk Ar 
Tan Pei Ing, PAM Immediate Past President Ar Chan 
Seong Aun, and PAM Award-winning architect Ar Azim A. 
Aziz.

Tan Sri Dato’ Sri Esa Mohamed is a highly gifted and 
unique Architect. What he has achieved in the field of 
architecture and urban planning is truly remarkable. This 
brief portfolio of some of these works bears testimony to 
the scope and variety of these achievements. The vast 
contributions he has made professionally to the practice 
of architecture in Malaysia and the ASEAN Region   
recently culminated in his being the first Malaysian    
architect and only the second Asian Architect to be    
elected President of The International Union of                
Architects. The Union was inaugurated in 1948 and is 
based in Paris. These are truly honours of which we can 
all be proud.

At a recent seminar on the planning of Future Cities I 
asked him what kind of futuristic concept he has going to 
speak on, his answer was that the basic needs of millions 
worldwide who are in distress, the poor and homeless, 
the refugees, the victims of war these need our urgent 
attention. This social conscience really sets him apart 
from many of us architects who are overly obsessed with 
the latest gymnastic fads of modern architecture and our 
ego.

His concern for the welfare of his fellow architects and 
the needs of the less privileged of society, nationally and 

internationally, testify to the greatness of a very caring 
person. Internationally as President of UIA he is the 
leader of a vast world organization with more than 
1,000,000 members. His overriding interest in sustaining 
the cultural values and the built environment of member 
states across borders regardless of race, colour or creed 
is a highly worthy contribution to the welfare of mankind. 
In our office over the years he has built up a dynamic 
Team imbued with his philosophy and values combining 
the experience of the very old and the energy of the very 
young. 

In awarding Tan Sri Esa this Gold Medal, PAM is             
honouring not only an outstanding fellow member but a 
great Malaysian as well. With passion and his               
characteristic humility Esa has blazed an inspiring trail of 
glory for the architectural profession to emulate. As his 
partner in his quest for excellence over the last 40 years, 
it gives me the greatest happiness to write this citation 
and to thank PAM President and Panel of Judges for 
awarding the 2016 Gold Medal to Tan Sri Esa.

 

Ar Goh Hock Guan
Chairman AJM, Architects Urban Planners

CITATION

PAM GOLD MEDAL 
AWARD 2016
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The “KL Milik Kita” Idea Presentation Competition was 
held successfully on 22nd September 2016 at the PAM 
Centre. This competition was held as a platform for 
secondary school students to share their ideas, views 
and hope in shaping the Kuala Lumpur city. This          
competition was held in conjunction with the Kuala 
Lumpur Design Month 2016, organized by the Kuala 
Lumpur City Hall (DBKL) and also in conjunction with 
World Architecture Day 2016.

The following schools participated in this competition:
• Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan St. John
• Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Convent Bukit 

Nanas
• Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Aminuddin Baki
• Sekolah Menengah Sains Seri Puteri 
• Sekolah Menengah Sains Alam Shah
• St. John’s International School

The competition is open to secondary school students 
aged 17 and under, amongst the Boarding Schools,      
Cluster of Excellence Schools and High Performance 
Schools, Private and International schools in the Federal 
Territory of Kuala Lumpur. 

The competition was held in line with the Malaysian 
Education Blueprint (MEB) 2013-2025 targeting for the  
improvement of the quality of education in the last 13 
years with the implementation of the transformation       
of education as a whole. One method was to use         
higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) the ability to apply 
knowledge, skills and values to make reasoning and 
reflection to solve problems, make decisions, innovate 
and strive to create something.

The Panel Jury for this competition were as follows:
• Puan Sharifah Junidah Syed Omar (Dewan            

Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur)
• Ar. Erdayu Os’hara Omar (Pertubuhan Akitek         

Malaysia)
• Ar. Adrianta Aziz (Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia)

The winners were as follows:
• First Prize - Team Euphoria (Sekolah Menengah 

Sains Seri Puteri)
• Second Prize - Team The Phoenix (St. John’s           

International School)
• Third Prize - Team Your New Intern (Sekolah  

Menengah Kebangsaan Aminuddin Baki)
• Consolation Prize - Team Marguerite (Sekolah 

Menengah Kebangsaan Convent Bukit Nanas)
• Consolation Prize – Team B.I.Y: Built It Yourself 

(Sekolah Menengah Sains Alam Shah)

• Consolation Prize - Team Johhannians (Sekolah 
Menengah Kebangsaan St. John)

The Winners Announcement and Prize Presentation  
ceremony was held on 9th October 2016 at the 1Utama 
Shopping Centre. 

PAM through the Urban Wellbeing, Sustainable Housing 
and Environmental Resilience Committee (USHER) will 
create more contact programmes with the secondary 
school students.

“KL MILIK KITA” 
IDEA PRESENTATION COMPETITION

Presentation by Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Aminuddin Baki

Presentation by Sekolah Menengah Sains Seri Puteri

Group photo of participants, teachers, Panel of Jury and 
Committee Members
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PAM Golf 2016 was successfully held on Thursday, 10 December 2016 at Tropicana Golf & Country Club, Petaling Jaya 
with a total of 92 players comprising of PAM members, sponsors and guests.

There are three categories for PAM Golf this year, the categories are PAM Members, PAM Non Members/ Guests, PAM 
Senior Members and BIPC Challenge Trophy.

The PAM Golf is fully sponsored by ROCA, INNOVAR and AKZONEBEL.

THE WINNER LIST FOR PAM GOLF 2016

PAM GOLF 2016

Winner

First Runner up

Second Runner up

Ar Wan Arjuna

Ar Mohd Shah Sanad

Ar Bernard Low

Category PAM Member Medal A

Winner

First Runner up

Second Runner up

Ar Alvin Lim

Dr Ar Lim Chin Haw

Ar Mohd Rosehan Anwar

Category PAM Member Medal B

Winner

First Runner up

Second Runner up

Michael Ong

Ahmad Fadhil Salleh

Anuar Hamid

Sponsor & Guests

OBN/ Nett Champion :
Ar Lim Eam Hooi

Sponsor Challenge Trophy :
Inovar Contracts Sdn Bhd

BIPC Challenge Trophy :
Master Builder Association Malaysia, MBAM

Overall Winner

Winner

First Runner up

Second Runner up

Dato Ar Ismail Hashim

Ar Chin Shao Peng

Ar Liew Ah Kiew

Category PAM Senior 

A group photo with all PAM Golf Participants Council Members and the Sponsors Sponsor Challenge Trophy Inovar Contracts Sdn Bhd

BIPC Challenge TrophY Master Builder Association 
Malaysia, MBAM Overall Winner Ar Lim Eam Hooi A group photo with all the winners
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
SIXTH MEETING OF PAM COUNCIL 2016-2017 
HELD ON 27 OCTOBER 2016

Council approved the new membership applications for October 2016 of 11         
Corporate Members, 1 application for Above 65 years old Member, 9 Graduate Members 
1 International Member, 19 Student Members, 1 Fellow Member and 1 Reinstatement of 
Corporate Members.

Sabah Chapter reported that the Borneo Architecture Festival (Design Conference) in 
Conjunction with World Architecture Day was successfully held on 7 October 2016.

Awards and Competition Committee reported that the PAM Gold Medal criteria is 
as follows:

1. The individual PAM Corporate Member whose career has brought great distinction 
to architecture through a body of work which demonstrates the highest level of 
design excellence or

2. Lifetime contribution which has promoted the advancement of architecture in 
Malaysia or internationally.

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) / Design Lecture Series (DLS) 
Committee reported that Refleksi KUL 2050 had conducted 4 CPD seminars in October 
2016. In addition, the seminar by Professor Des Smith at Galeri Petronas was held on 
22nd October 2016.

Education Committee reported that PAM will organise a video competition among 
university students on the theme “I am Architect”. The competition is open to all           
architecture students only.

The PAM Capacity Building – Experience Sharing program will start on 19th   
October 2016 with the topic, “I am an Architect – What to Expect” and open to PAM    
graduate members only. All graduate members are welcome to attend the programme.

PAM will collaborate with UCSI University and Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) to           
organise the National High School Design Competition 2017. The competition is 
open to Category A (Form 4 & 5) and Category B (Form 1, 2 & 3).

This year is the last year for PAM-Tan Sri Ar. Chan Sau Lai Architecture Award. 
Tan Sri Lai had sponsored the scholarship for the past 5 years and the total expenditure 
is almost RM1 million. PAM is organising the PAM-Tan Sri Chan Sau Lai Architecture 
Awards 2016 in the first quarter 2017 at PAM Centre.

Professional Practice Committee (PPF) reported that PAM will assist Kolej Komuniti 
Sabak Bernam on the BIM syllabus for their students. The first batch of the 20 students 
will be enrolled in March 2017.

Urban Wellbeing, Sustainable Housing and Environmental Resilience        
Committee (USHER) reported that the Roundtable Discussion will be held on 11 
November 2016, and the Housing and Urbanity Symposium would be held on 12 
November 2016.
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