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I remember during an accreditation visit to a private 
university a few years ago, a third year architecture 
student asked the accreditation panel why architecture 
students have to learn about art. The first impression I 
got from the question was that in the student’s opinion, 
arts subjects are not relevant in architecture education. 

One of my objectives this year is to bring architecture 
and arts together as I’m of the view that architecture in 
Malaysia is misunderstood as only part of the                
construction industry, and not related to the arts and 
design industry. Design is the art of conceiving of and 
producing something before it is realized. The design 
process inherently incorporates the understanding and 
appreciation of art and how art influences the building 
design. However the public doesn’t understand or   
appreciate the design process because most of the time 
they only see the finished product. 

Every architect recognizes that architecture is a           
combination of art and science, but because we             
architects have put more emphasis on the science part of 
the profession such as the functionality of the building, 
the construction technology and also the services 
systems that go into the building, the importance of the 
design part has become overshadowed by the              
construction activities. In my humble view it is imperative 
that architects continue to hone our design skills because 
design is our forte. Arts have some similarities to            
architecture and can offer inspiration which architects 
can draw from such as looking at the proportions, the 
play of light and shadows, colour coordination and 
contrasts, just to name a few. Appreciation of the arts 
which a lot of times involve aesthetics will help architects 
to conceptualize and visualize their designs, and produce 
more meaningful, interesting and beautiful buildings.

PAM has been participating in the programs organized by 
Majlis Rekabentuk Malaysia, which is an agency under 
the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation 
(MOSTI) for the past 3 years to put forward the message 
to the public together with the other design professions, 
as to why design matters and how design affects 
people’s daily lives. Whether we realize it or not, design 
is very influential and powerful as it is an action that 
touches the various aspects of human’s lives, from the 
fashion that we wear, the appliances and tools that we 
use to the buildings that we live and work in every day. 
As architects we design spaces and buildings for people’s 
activities, and we have the ability to influence people’s 
mood and how people behave and feel within the spaces 
which we design. 

MOSTI has submitted a working paper to the               
government to turn design into a national agenda, as 
MOSTI recognizes the potential of the design professions 
to spur the growth of our national economy. The 
“creative economy”, as I refer to all professions that 
employ design and creativity as the generator of income, 
has the potential and capacity to generate substantial 
income to contribute to our national GDP if we as   
designers are able to identify a niche market, and create 
our own branding to offer the “Malaysian design” to the 
world. At the same time the “creative economy” will 
provide many job opportunities to creative Malaysians in 
our country. In the past people look at art or other 
creative endeavours as hobbies rather than as real 
professions. It is time for us collectively to change that 
mind set, and we have to do our part to educate the 
public regarding the value of good design. The             
government at the same time must revisit our education 
policies and curriculum as we must make the paradigm 
shift to acknowledge that creative skills are as valuable 
as intellectual knowledge. The national education system 
must be rationalized towards making design as a priority, 
if we were to turn design as a national agenda.

Malaysia has given birth to many world class designers 
such as Zang Toi, and Dato’ Jimmy Choo in the fashion 
design category. In the field of architecture Ar Dato’ Dr 
Ken Yeang, Ar Hin Tan, and Ar Teo Ah King has put 
Malaysia on the world architecture map. I believe there 
are many more talented architects and designers out 
there that can make it in the world stage if given the 
right guidance and the proper platforms to showcase 
their talents. I want to call upon our government to 
support our local architects and trust us with projects of 
national interests so that as a profession we will continue 
to grow and be more matured in our designs, and have 
the relevant experience in the various building typologies 
to enhance our chances of exporting our services to the 
other parts of the world. We must continue to enhance 
our design skills and knowledge, and believe in our   
capabilities to compete with the rest of the world. The 
world is waiting for us to put our mark in the architecture 
profession. Let us be bold and take the opportunities out 
there. Malaysia Boleh!

Ar. (Dr.) Mohd Zulhemlee An
President 2015-2017

ARCHITECTURE, ARTS 
AND DESIGN.
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The ‘International Conference on World Class Sustainable 
Cities’ (WCSC) was held on 8th September 2016 at the Sime 
Darby Convention Centre, Kuala Lumpur. This WCSC was in its 
8th year since conception that has so far provided a               
constructive platform to enlighten, educate and change the 
mind sets of city stakeholders, industry players, Government 
agencies and general public on what makes great liveable and 
sustainable cities. 

This conference was organised by a tripartite collaboration 
between the Malaysian Institute of Architects (PAM), the Real 
Estate Housing Developers’ Association (REHDA) Kuala Lumpur 
Branch and the Malaysian Institute of Planners (MIP) with the 
support and endorsement of the Kuala Lumpur City Hall. 

This year’s conference theme was “City Spaces, Public Places”. 
This theme was chosen such that Kuala Lumpur and other cities 
in this country will enjoy the benefits of greater and better 
public spaces that will enhance social, economic and                
environmental elements of the city and its liveability. More than 
500 people participated in the conference, which consist of built 
environment professionals, property developers and city 
managers. The conference was gracefully officiated by the 
Deputy Minister of Federal Territories, YB Senator Dato' Dr. 
Loga Bala Mohan. The conference featured distinguished 
speakers, who are internationally renowned for their innovative 
ideas and excellent achievements in contemporary planning 
issues, as well as managing connected public spaces. The four 
speakers and topics are as follows:

• “New York’s City Public Spaces – Successful Economic and 
Social City Revitalization“ by Mr. Mitchell J. Silver, New 
York City Commissioner

• “Singapore’s PubliCity – Connecting the Nation” by Ms. 
Evlyn W.Y. Cheong, President, Singapore Institute of 
Planners (SIP)

• “City Spaces Towards Resilient and Sustainable Cities” by 
Prof. John Byrne, Brisbane, Australia

• “The Melaka River Front - A City Transformed through 

 Public Space Revitalisation” by Ar. Hj Mohd Nazam Md 
Kassim, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

The winners of the Photography Competition and Essay 
Competition were announced during the opening ceremony. 
This year, WCSC and DBKL had carried out a voting process 
where the public was invited to cast their votes through the 
social media, for the best public spaces recognition amongst 
four selected public parks in Kuala Lumpur i.e. Taman KLCC, 
Perdana Botanical Gardens, Taman Tasik Titiwangsa and 
Dataran Merdeka. Taman KLCC was voted highest followed by 
Dataran Merdeka, Perdana Botanical and Taman Tasik 
Titiwangsa.  

The WCSC Master Class was held on 7th September 2016 at the 
Institut Latihan Dewan Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur. The master 
class had focused on “Designing an Effective and Efficient 
Public Space for a Local Community of Kuala Lumpur”. This 
year’s chosen site was the area around the existing Pudu 
market, located at the edge of the city centre of Kuala Lumpur. 
The master class was facilitated by two international speakers, 
Mr. Mitchell J. Silver and Prof. John Byrne. 

The WCSC Post WCSC Conference Technical Tour to Perth 
Australia will be held on 4th – 8th December 2016. The tour 
objectives are as follows:

• To learn from city development authorities on the master 
plan for the integration of urban regeneration, TOD and 
public spaces;

• Understand the main elements and factors to ensure the 
master plan meets with the peoples’ needs and the 
success of public transportation targets;

• The urban design considerations and planning guidelines;
• The integration of master planning for public transport; 

public spaces; city vibrancy and economic attraction;
• Networking with officials of the host city

The target participants for this tour are local authorities,    
developers, professionals and land owners.

The Young People’s Lab (YPLAB2016) is a day workshop,  
initiated as a peripheral event of the 8th edition of the               
‘International Conference on World Class Sustainable Cities’ 
(WCSC) event, focusing on young professionals under 40 years 
of age from the built environment spectrum.

YPLAB2016 engages youths to bring their collective energy, 
creativity and vision to the table to analyse, discuss and        
generate ideas and solutions to selected urban enclaves.

YPLAB2016 is co-organised by the Youth Committees of         
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM), Malaysian Institute of 
Planners (MIP), Institute of Engineers Malaysia (IEM), Real 
Estate & Housing Developers’ Association (REHDA) and 
supported by Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL).

In tandem with WCSC’s ‘City Spaces, Public Spaces’ theme, 
YPLAB2016 has adopted ‘Placemaking by Youth: Connecting 
the Urban Dots’ as its theme.

PAM is the Organising Chair for this cycle, which is held in 
rotation by the collaborating institutes. This year’s YPLAB was 
held at PAM Centre on Monday 5 September 2016 and attended 
by 90 young architects, planners, engineers, developers and 
students.

Participants were treated to presentations on place-making by 
Mr. Ee Soon Wei, CEO of APW and Ms. Lee Jai Ping of Think City 
Sdn Bhd before breaking into nine groups for site walkabout 
around Bangsar’s Jalan Tandok/Riong enclave, before doing an 
analysis and brainstorming of ideas.

The winning Group from the workshop, who call themselves 
‘Media Art’ shall be presenting the outcomes of their findings 
here today. Here to present is Mr. Kenneth Wong from Media 
Art group.

YPLAB2016 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 7 SEPTEMBER 2016

8TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
WORLD CLASS SUSTAINABLE CITIES (WCSC 2016)

“CITY SPACES, PUBLIC PLACES”
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
FIFTH MEETING OF PAM COUNCIL 2016-2017 
HELD ON 23 SEPTEMBER 2016

Council approved the new membership applications for September 2016 of 26 
Corporate Members, 14 Graduate Members, 1 Associate Graduate Member, 56 Student 
Members, 1 Academic Member, 2 Reinstatement of Corporate Members and 3              
Reinstatement of Graduate Members.

Sabah Chapter reported that the LAM Part III Professional Exam Seminar in Kota 
Kinabalu will be a yearly event to be conducted a month before the exam.

The Borneo Architecture Festival (Design Conference) in conjunction with World           
Architecture Day will be held on 7th October 2016. The Minister of Special Tasks of the 
Sabah Chief Minister Department will be launching the ‘Colonial Township in Sabah’s 
Kudat and its Northern Settlement’ book during the Borneo Architecture Festival.

Sarawak Chapter reported that the WAD 6.0 – 24 Hours Design Workshop was held 
on 17th and 18th September 2016. The theme is “Urban Intervention”.

Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee (ADR) reported that the selection, 
nomination and appointment of Arbitrators are to be as follows:

1. Arbitrators are to be selected and appointed on a rotation basis.
2. ADR Committee (ADR) to review 2 or 3 arbitrators who are next in line.
3. ADR to determine each potential appointee based on the criteria 
 i.e. availability, conflict of interest, cases in hand, suitability for the dispute in 

question (experience & Knowledge)
4. Names of the potential arbitrators are then sent to President for his consideration, 

selection and appointment.

The committee will be focusing more on the outline of the procedure or processes for 
the selection, nomination and appointment, the mechanism of each step needs to be 
tested, refined or revised before adoption.

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) / Design Lecture Series (DLS) 
Committee will be organising its 3rd series of PAM Public Lecture on 18 January 2017.

Education Committee reported that the Professional Practice Workshop (PPW) was 
successfully completed on 4th September 2016.

PAM – Tan Sri Ar. Chan Sau Lai Award 2016 received 110 entries and 9 entries 
have been shortlisted. The stage two judging will be held on 18th October 2016.

The number of submissions received for PAM – ZSR Architecture Prize 2016 is 75 
entries for Part 1 and 32 entries for Part 2. The first judging will be held on 30th October 
2016.

PAM Capacity Building – Experience Sharing Programme is a joint Committee 
program between the Membership, Youth and Events Committee and Education       
Committee. The objective is to produce competent graduates equipped with the 
relevant knowledge. The program to be conducted from 5th October 2016 to April 2017 
for 13 sessions.

PAM will be organising an architecture talk to young architects especially to current 
students studying architecture in universities. The objective is to expose students to the 
project environment and life as architects.

International Affairs Committee reported that it was resolved by the UIA that the                   
UIA World Congress will be in a two years’ cycle and the next Congress after 2023 
would be in 2025.

The Membership, Youth and Events Committee will be organising Malaysia Young 
Architects (MAYA) Symposium 1.0 on 14 - 21 January 2017.

Kuala Lumpur Urban Sketchers (KLUS) would like to organise two events with PAM 
to inspire more PAM members and public to sketch, and through it, to better appreciate 
environment. The Urban Sketches Exhibition will be held from 15th December 2016 – 
31st January 2017 at PAM Centre.
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