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WORKING WITH INTEGRITY
A professional architect should possess special skills and 
knowledge, competent in carrying out his duty in the 
field of architecture and bound by its codes of ethic. In 
performing his professional obligation, a certain level of 
consistency and attentiveness in applying the skills, 
knowledge and competency is expected. However being 
skilled and knowledgeable is not enough to be a            
professional. 

As a professional architect, one needs to have                 
professional integrity. Building up professional integrity in 
an individual must begin with development of the             
individual’s personal integrity.  The absence of personal 
integrity could lead to failure in establishing a sound 
foundation of professional integrity, thus, it becomes an 
acute reason for failure of an architect to perform his 
professional duty.  Of late, a few ‘bad apples’ had caused 
our professionalism and skill as architects to be            
questioned by the public and also by others in the    
industry. This resulted in other vocations attempting to 
take up chunks of our works away from us.  Ironically, 
they put effort to take up the works, but refuse to take 
the responsibility and liability that come together with 
the works, thus, compromising the interest of members 
of the public.

Nevertheless, PAM together with LAM, through various 
platforms, have continuously strived to correct the 
misperception.  We work hard to ensure that architects 
are positioned as the industry leaders.  As the national 
institute for Malaysian architects, PAM never veers from 
its objective of promoting a good architectural practice 
among its members. PAM also provides guidance to 
members through our Professional Practice Workshops, 
Professional Practice Forum, PAM Convention on        
Business of Architecture and many other programmes to 
assist our members in developing their architectural 
businesses. Our Professional Practice Committee (PPC) 
also responds to inquiries from our members. So please 
do not be misled by other NGOs claiming they are the 
one fighting for the profession after conducting a few 
seminars.

Since 2012, our PPC works together with Malaysia 
Productivity Corporation (MPC) led the Focus Group in 
Dealing with Construction Permit (FGDCP) to standardise 
and simplify the planning approval and building plan 
approval process at local authorities across the country.  
To say that we are successful in this endeavour is too 
optimistic but some progress is being made, thanks to 
our members who have contributed in various focus 
groups and working committees. 

PPC through FGDCP has also resolved many issues    
related to plan submission in Kuala Lumpur. PAM Sabah 
Chapter has also shown a very encouraging effort in 
working together with FGCDP, DBKK and technical     
agencies. The team is reviewing all the processes and 
procedures in dealing with development in the state. In 
Penang, facilitated by FGDCP, PAM Northern Chapter 

collaborates with MBPP, technical agencies and Penang 
State government to review the development process.

Under the new Construction Industry Tranformation Plan 
(CITP), the programme to improve plan submissions and 
development process has now expanded to a few other 
states in the country. FGDCP, CIDB and MOHLG are now 
working with the state governments, arranging for long 
term plans to gradually improve services in relation to 
development and construction.
 
Other than improving the development and construction 
process, PAM also takes care of members’ grievances. 
Last year, we were shocked with the news of having to 
pay business premises license in Selangor and the        
Federal Territory. Again, PAM PPC together with LAM 
rolled up their sleeves to counter this and we are happy 
with the recent news that Selangor is revoking this 
preposterous directive. Revocation of the need to pay 
business premise license for professionals in Kuala 
Lumpur is still under discussion but we are optimistic 
about this, as the matter has been brought up to the 
Mayor and Minister of Federal Territory.

As you can see, PAM has always been at the forefront of 
our profession to make sure that architects are able to 
provide the best services to the public without having to 
worry about professional practice challenges thrown at 
us. The integrity of our work and professionalism should 
never be compromised because of these external 
challenges. This is the reason why PAM looks into  
professional practice matters very seriously and truly 
appreciates those taking their time to ensure our           
integrity is intact. Others who are the ‘industry observers’ 
should do away with their ‘wait and see’ attitude if we are 
to secure our position as industry leaders.

As PAM continuously pursue the issues on planning 
submission, we are also looking into the matters of 
Vacant Possession with Partial CCC, endorsement on 
Schedule of Parcel, multi phases stratified development 
and collection of fee through stakeholders. These are 
only some of the major tasks that are being looked into 
by us. Our resources are spread thin to address the 
various meetings and workshops to solve these problems 
and it is my sincerest hope that members step forward to 
fight our battles together. 

Regardless of all these efforts, our position in the social 
structure will eventually be determined by the members 
of public. Hence, we depend on our professional integrity 
and individual integrity to perform to the expectation of 
the nation. As an institute, PAM needs to strike a balance 
because there is a fine line between protecting the    
interest of our members and the public interest.

Ar. Ezumi Harzani Ismail
President, 2017-2018

WORKING WITH INTEGRITY
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In early September, PAM delegation was in Seoul, Korea to attend the 26th UIA World Congress of Architects and General 
Assembly 2017. The congress was held at Seoul Convention and Exhibition Centre (COEX) from 3-7 September 2017 and 
shifted to Zaha Hadid’s Dongdaemun Design Plaza (DDP) for the general assembly programme from 7-10 September 2017. All 
delegates were invited to the Welcome Reception held on 3 September 2017, while the Congress Opening Ceremony was held 
on the morning of 4 September 2017. 

During the Congress, there were building material presentations, country pavilions and students’ exhibitions going on          
concurrently with keynote speach and other paper presentations. As a candidate city bidding to host UIA World Congress of 
Architects in 2023, Kuala Lumpur was allocated a booth to promote our bid side-by-side with other bidders. It was very 
encouraging to see that our booth was among the most visited candidate city booth at the exhibition. Together with Malaysian 
Convention and Exhibition Bureau (MyCEB), we ensured that our booth was always happening and lively, with dancers and 
performers from ASWARA on site at all times in traditional costumes.

The six bidding cities for UIA2023 are:
I. Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia),
II. Baku (Azerbaijan), 
III. Antalya (Turkey), 
IV. Copenhagen (Denmark), and 
V. Lausanne (Switzerland).

In preparation for the bid presentation, PAM has received the supports from MyCEB, DBKL Tourism Bureau, Sabah Tourism, 
ASWARA, Pico International (M) Sdn Bhd, Archidex, KL Convention Centre and many others. With the team ‘DIVERSECITY’, 
the concept of multicultural diversity was reflected in both our Kuala Lumpur Pavilion and our bid presentation.

PAM AT UIA CONGRESS AND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY, SEOUL 2017
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The President of Japanese Institute of Architects (JIA) and 
colleagues visited our PAM Kuala Lumpur booth in COEX.

Delegates from Mongolia visited our PAM Kuala Lumpur 
booth.

Our UIA friends visited PAM Kuala Lumpur booth.

ARCASIA President, Honorary Secretary, Past Presidents 
and ARCASIA friends at PAM Kuala Lumpur exhibition 
booth in COEX.
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Our delegation shifted accommodation to be closer to DDP for the general assembly immediately after the Closing Ceremony 
held at COEX on the morning of 7 September 2017. The first general assembly meeting started that same afternoon at DDP.  
It was quite a mad rush for all involved because the distance between these two venues were about half an hour drive across 
the city in the afternoon traffic.  

On 9 September 2017, the general assembly voted to elect the new UIA President and Bureau members for the 2017-2020 
triennial period as follows:

President   Thomas Vornier, USA
Immediate Past President  Esa Mohamed, Malaysia
Secretary General   Serban Tiganas, Romania
Treasurer   Fabián Llisterri, Spain
Vice President, Region I  Lorenz Bräker, Switzerland
Vice President, Region II  Nikos Fintikakis, Greece
Vice President, Region III  Robert Simon, Brazil
Vice President, Region IV  Jong Rhul Hahn, Korea
Vice President, Region V  Mohamed Munyanya, Kenya

To support each region, four representatives from each region were elected to serve as UIA Council Members. We wish to 
congratulate Dato’ Ar. Tan Pei Ing for being elected as one of the UIA Region IV Council Members. Once the election results 
were finalised, the handing over ceremony was held on the same day.

As part of the host city bid process, each candidate city was allotted an evening to host their reception dinner during the 
general assembly period to promote each country’s culture, art, architecture and cuisine. On the evening of 8 September 2017, 
Baku, Copenhagen and Antalya hosted their reception dinner. Our Malaysian delegates split up to attend all three receptions 
to gauge our competitors.

An anticipated event for our delegation was on 9 September 2017 when we hosted our reception dinner. On the same evening, 
Lausanne also had their reception dinner. Malaysia Ambassador to Korea, Datuk Rohana Ramli, and MyCEB CEO, Datuk Zulkefli 
Hj Sharif attended the event to show the country’ support for PAM’s bid.

The preparation and concept for this dinner was planned in close collaboration with MyCEB. The ‘Spice Market’ concept, where 
we re-enacted the ambience of the old port of Malacca, proved to be a hit with all who attended our reception.  Using mock 
currency given when they registered, the guests were seen happily bargaining for ‘goods’ with ‘traders’ from various stalls such 
as the Malay stall, the Peranakan stall, the Indian stall and many others. The goods were local Malaysian souvenirs brought 
in by MyCEB for this event, while the traders were ASWARA and DBKL performers and dancers. UIA delegates who attended 
our reception also praised the local delicacies especially prepared for them under guidance from the KL Convention Centrer 
chef who was brought in for the event.

Tan Sri Ar. Esa Mohamed delivering an inspiring opening 
speech at UIA 2017 Congress.

Tan Sri Ar. Esa Mohamed, UIA President chairing the 
General Assembly.

The arrival of HRH Tengku Zatashah at Spice Market 
thematic cocktail reception. Bargaining at Malaysian Spice Market cocktail reception.
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The following day, on 10 September 2017, each candidate city were given twenty minutes to present their bid. The order of 
the presentations were as follows: Baku, Kuala Lumpur, Antalya, Laussane, and Copenhagen. For our presentation, we    
selected KLAF Royal Patron, HRH Tengku Zatashah Sultan Idris, and graduate architect, Azlan Salim as presenters. We wanted 
the varied background of our presenters to give an indication that our bid was not only represented by the architectural   
fraternity but also from the city and the whole country. Our presentation was enhanced with cultural dance and performance 
from ASWARA and DBKL dancers and performers.

Delegates were truly impressed with Kuala Lumpur’s presenters, especially YAM Tengku Zatashah with her ability to present 
in English and also in French,  since French is the official language for UIA. The presentation was unique with due credit given 
to the trainer Tina Altieri from Media Australasia Xchange (MAX) recommended by MyCEB. Tina was responsible in formulating 
the concept and she worked closely with the key bidding team and the presenters to finalise the final presentation script within 
a very short time frame. 

The voting was done in several rounds, with one city having the lowest number of votes eliminated after each round.            
Copenhagen emerged as a clear winner from the start, gaining the most votes in all four rounds. Kuala Lumpur came in third, 
after Antalya and Baku were eliminated in the first and second round respectively.

Kuala Lumpur was No. 3, with one vote less than Lausanne. The result of the first round votes were as follow:
Copenhagen – 87 votes
Lausanne – 56 votes
Kuala Lumpur – 55 votes
Baku – 28 votes
Antalya – 16 votes

Overall, PAM’s involvement as a candidate city was a very valuable experience. Having undergone the process of this           
magnitude, we learnt how much coordination, commitment and dedication were needed from all council members to prepare 
a credible bid. Even though we lost to Copenhagen, a worthy opponent, we believe we have achieved success in promoting 
our institute, our members and our country to others. 

Malaysian Spice Market cocktail reception. Cultural performance by DBKL dancers.

Part of bid presentation by HRH Tengku Zatashah in French 
was projected in English on the screen.

Presentation by Azlan Salim, introducing Kuala Lumpur to 
international delegates.

HRH Tg Zatashah, Azlan Salim, PAM President and Council 
members performing for UIA 2023 bid presentation. PAM Kuala Lumpur team at DDP after the bid presentation.



The ‘International Conference on World Class Sustainable Cities’ (WCSC) was held on 10th August 2017 at the 
Royale Chulan Kuala Lumpur. The conference is in its 9th year since its inception. It has provided a constructive 
platform to enlighten, educate and change the mindsets of city stakeholders, industry players, government     
agencies at all levels and the general public on what makes great livable and sustainable cities. Much of the    
knowledge and ideas learnt throughout the years have been transcribed into real projects in the many cities of 
Malaysia, especially Kuala Lumpur. Pedestrianization, bicycle lanes, opening up city rivers for public spaces,     
greater art and design into the city are many of the initiatives that were borne from the WCSC series throughout 
these years.

This year, Kuala Lumpur City Hall has chosen the theme of “TRANSFORMING CITIES - DESIGN, NATURE AND 
HUMAN LIVES”. As cities around the globe are swelling, and more people flock into it in search for better lives and 
economic opportunities, new challenges abound. Solutions towards better, happier, smarter, healthier, safer and 
cleaner cities that provide for all its citizens are discussed every day. This is going to be the century of the city. It 
is in our cities where what’s best about our country - innovative ideas, entrepreneurship, and social dynamism - 
are incubated, implemented, and elevated to the broader national consciousness. Economic development in cities 
should therefore be at the forefront of city management and growth. At their core, initiatives to promote             
sustainability and economic development are based on several parallel objectives - maximizing outputs while     
minimizing inputs, avoiding or reducing wasted resources, valuing quality, and investing with an eye toward 
long-term growth. For cities, increased quality of life and sense of   community, associated with many sustainability 
initiatives, have been shown to result in increased property values, business revenues, and attraction of private 
investment and a skilled workforce. Thus transforming cities is an important element for future economic growth 
of our cities and especially so for Kuala Lumpur.  

This conference was organised by a tripartite collaboration between the Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM), the 
Real Estate Housing Developers’ Association (REHDA) Kuala Lumpur Branch and the Malaysian Institute of       
Planners (MIP) with the support and endorsement of the Kuala Lumpur City Hall. 

The four speakers and topics are as follows:

9TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON WORLD CLASS SUSTAINABLE CITIES

(WCSC 2017)

“TRANSFORMING CITIES: DESIGN, NATURE AND HUMAN LIVES”
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THE CONFERENCE

“Integrating Nature to Make Cities Resilient & Livable” 

“TRX Lifestyle Quarter: Charting a Sustainable Path 
Forward”

“Urban Risk and Well Being in Japanese Cities: 
Lessons learnt in City & Building Design”

“8-80 Cities: Designing Cities for Children and the 
Elderly” 

Ms. Tina Saaby, Chief Architect of the Municipality of 
Copenhagen, Denmark

Mr. Stuart Mendel, Managing Director, TRX Lifestyle 
Quarter, Landlease Malaysia

Takayuki Kubo, Architect and Senior Researcher of the 
Fukuoka Asian Urban Research Centre

Gil Penalosa, Director and Chair of the Board, 8-80 Cities, 
Toronto, Canada

Topics Speakers



Grand Prize  Chan Wen Jye
Merit Prize   Mohd Samsi bin Sumairi
Merit Prize   Ling Lai Kwan
Consolation Prize  Sharkawi Che Din
Consolation Prize  Lum Pui Mei
Consolation Prize  Chen Chit Chuang
Consolation Prize  Raymond Ng Yong Sern
Consolation Prize  Amalina binti Wan Mohd Nur

Prize   Winners
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The organising committee thanked the Stripe Hotel Kuala Lumpur / YTL Group for their generous sponsorship to      
sponsor the hotel for the Grand Prize winner and Canon Marketing (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd.

The WCSC Master Class was held on 9th August 2017 at the Institut Latihan Dewan Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur. This year’s 
chosen site was the area at Medan Pasar – Bangkok Bank. The master class was facilitated by one of the speakers,        
Mr Gil Penalosa.

WCSC MASTER CLASS

The Special Mayors’ Caucus programme was held concurrently with the WCSC Master Class on 9th August 2017 at the 
Kuala Lumpur Tourism Board office. The panellist invited for this programme are as follows:

• “Sharing the Kuala Lumpur Experience” by YBhg. Datuk Seri Hj. Mhd. Amin Nordin bin Abd Aziz, Datuk Bandar 
Kuala Lumpur 

• “Sharing the Seberang Perai Experience” by YBhg. Dato’ Maimunah binti Mohd Sharif, Datuk Bandar Majlis 
Bandaraya Pulau Pinang (MBPP)

• “Sharing - Empowering Citizens to Make Changes” by YBrs. Tuan Abdullah Azwar, Datuk Bandar            
Banyuwangi, Indonesia.

WCSC SPECIAL MAYORS’ CAUCUS

The Post WCSC Conference Technical Tour to Bandung, Indonesia will be held on 15th – 19th October 2017. 

In an era where financial resources are limited, new approaches to city planning, development and growth need to be 
applied. There is much to learn from this city which could be applied and adapted for Malaysian cities.

The tour objectives are as follows:
• To network with people from industry, city managers, policy makers, researchers on transforming cities thru design, 

nature and human lives;
• To discover potential and ideas on project implementation and transformation; 
• To learn and explore the cooperation, initiatives and type of engagement between the communities and local 

authorities;
• To  experience  for  oneself  the  application  of  transformation  through  deeper  understanding to various cultures, 

community/consumer behaviours and lifestyle in different emerging market economy.

The target participants for this tour are local authorities, developers, professionals and land owner.

POST WCSC CONFERENCE TECHNICAL TOUR

The WCSC Photo Contest 2017 was organised from 11 May 2017 to 7 July 2017. The contest is open to all                    
photographers excluding professional photographer. All entries had to suit the theme “Transforming Cities – Design, 
Nature and Human Lives” and taken within Malaysia. The photography competition aims to capture the people, the 
lives, the places and the opportunities that Malaysians living in cities have or do not have. Places that maybe can be 
better transformed into areas that enriches the people’s lives. It was participated by 153 participants with 1,035 images 
submitted. The winners of the WCSC Photo Contest 2017 were announced during the opening ceremony of the          
conference on 10th August 2017.

The winners are as follows:

WCSC PHOTO CONTEST 2017
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PAM President with the Mayor Kuala Lumpur at the Opening 
Ceremony WCSC 2017

The Royale Chulan Grand Ballroom was full with the participants 

En. Mohd Hazwan Hamidi asking questions during the conference Prize Presentation Ceremony for the WCSC Photo Contest Grand 
Prize winner and Merit Prize Winner

A group photo with the WCSC Photo Contest Consolation Prize 
winners

WCSC Master Class proceeding

Ar. Lam Kok Liang giving his opinion during the WCSC Master 
Class session

Site visit with the Facilitator of WCSC Master Class, Mr. Gil Penalosa 



CARCOSA & SERI NEGARA 
HERITAGE FUN RUN
CARCOSA & SERI NEGARA 
HERITAGE FUN RUN
9 September 2017

The first run ever held within Carcosa and Seri Negara’s compound to Taman Botani Perdana (Lake Gardens) and back 
saw around 150 people running, walking and strolling the 6km scenic route. The free run is part of Pertubuhan Akitek 
Malaysia’s initiative in creating architectural heritage awareness among the public through healthy lifestyle activities. 

Apart from the beautiful greenery, runners were able to appreciate:

i)  The Mock-Tudor styled Carcosa that was designed by Arthur Benison Hubback. This building was completed in 1898 
as the residence for the Resident General of Federated Malay States, Sir Frank Swettenham. 

ii)  Seri Negara, completed in 1913 as the High Commissioner’s lodging house. The building was referred to as the 
Governor’s House and later as the King’s Pavilion in its earlier days.

iii)  Lake Sydney (as it was known during the British Colonial period) and the rest of the Lake Gardens (Taman Botani 
Perdana) which opened as the Public Gardens in1888.

iv)  The winding road that still is Carcosa’s primary access, built around 1897 by the Selangor Public Works Department.

The response received so far is encouraging and we’re looking to hosting similar runs in the future. 

The Carcosa & Seri Negara Heritage Fun Run was held as part of the Jalan Merdeka Exhibition of which PAM is an           
exhibition and program partner, with the support of Asian Heritage Museum Sdn Bhd, Dewan Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur, 
Polis Trafik Kuala Lumpur and Running Kaki Malaysia. 

The Jalan Merceka Exhibition at Carcosa and Seri Negara is open daily from 8am to 8pm until 30th October 2017. 
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PAM MEMBERSHIP SEPTEMBER 2017

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION ON SELANGOR
STATE BUDGET 2018

Congratulation to our new elected PAM Corporate Member.

1. Jonathan Khoo Boon Chuan

Welcome to all new PAM Members

GRADUATE MEMBERS

1. Mohamad Naqib bin Abdul Rahim 

STUDENT MEMBERS

1. Muhammad Faiz Hazim bin Jpari
2. Siti Afiqah binti Zulkfli
3. Muhammad Amirul Najmi bin Razali
4. Muhammad Izzuddin bin Azhar
5. Syarifah Alysha binti Syed Abd Rahman
6. Nor Mohamad Safuan bin Fikri Rosli
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The Round Table Discussion on Selangor State Budget 2018 was held at Shah Alam Convention Centre (SACC) on 12th 
September 2017, officiated by the Chief Minister of Selangor; YAB Dato’ Seri Azmin Mohd Ali. PAM was represented by 
council member Ar. Norzakiah Arshad and Ar. Ahmad Ridha Abd Razak.

Parallel forum and dialogue sessions were held during the event and touched on the topics of housing and local            
authority, Selangor economic outlook, human resource development, country development, multi-racial unity, woman 
and health development, and many more.

During the session, former Secretary-General of the Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI), Tan Sri Dr 
Rebecca Fatima Sta Maria said the State Government should continue to improve its economic performance by               
diversifying its activities and exploring new markets for the state's progress. Economic and industrial activities should be 
further enhanced by attracting more investments to Selangor. It is important to strengthen economic achievements and 
to provide good budgets as it provides an opportunity for the people to participate in the new industry and technology 
brought in by investors.

The forum on the topic of housing and local authority was presented by Associate Professor Dr. Mariana Mohamed 
Osman (Head of Department of Urban and Regional Planning (URP), International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) 
and Mr. Goh Bok Yen, Director of MAG Technical and Development Consultant Sdn. Bhd.

Other important papers on the Selangor Economic Outlook 2017/2018 were:
“Selangor 2017/2018 – Making Growth Resilient and Balanced”
- by Professor Emeritus Dr. Zakariah Abdul Rashid (Executive Director; Malaysian Institute of Economic Research 

(MIER))

“Boosting FDI for Selangor – Way Forward”
- Presented by Tan Sri Rebecca Fatima (Former Secretary General; Ministry of International Trade and Industry 

(MITI))

“Empowering Youth in Selangor – TVET and New Vital Skills”
- Presented by Dato’ Boonler Somchit (Founder of Penang Skills Development Centre).



URBAN ENVIRONMENTAL ACCORDS 
(UEA) MELAKA SUMMIT
URBAN ENVIRONMENTAL ACCORDS 
(UEA) MELAKA SUMMIT
The Urban Environmental Accords (UEA) Melaka Summit was held on 7th to 9th September 2017 at A’ 
Famosa Resort, Alor Gajah, Melaka. It was officiated by the Chief Minister of Melaka, YAB Dato Seri Utama Ir. 
Hj. Idris bin Haron. The Co-President of UEA, Mayor of Gwangju Metropolitan City of South Korea, also 
attended the opening ceremony. The three days summit themed “Green City, Sustainable City” was attended 
by UEA members from other cities all over the world.

PAM Past President, Ar. Chan Seong Aun presented his paper “Zero Energy Building” on the first day of the 
summit. The session, which discussed the topics of green construction, urban forestry, agriculture, and 
sustainable city way forward, was moderated by PAM Council Member Ar. Norzakiah Arshad.

The UEA was established on 5th June 2005 in the City and County of San Francisco on World Environmental 
Day. Representatives from fifty-three cities attended the gathering with the agreement that each city would 
autonomously implement the accords, comprising of twenty-one actions across seven key areas, and to    
evaluate the outcome. It is an international collaborative organisation to develop UEA Index together with 
UNEP and to apply it to cities worldwide. UEA has expanded to 159 cities from 53 member countries and 
various international agencies.

The objective of UEA is to create a set of objectives for an urban future that would be "ecologically              
sustainable, economically dynamic, and socially equitable” based on existing best practices and applied to 
issues like energy, waste reduction, urban nature, transportation, and water management.

Of the 159 member cities, Malaysia is represented by Melaka (City No: 50), Penang (City No: 51) and Alor 
Gajah (City No: 157). Today, Melaka is actively involved with the “Green City Action Plan” (GCAP) project to 
reduce carbon emission intensity per GDP up to 40% by 2020. Melaka also collaborates with other Member 
Cities to actively respond against climate change and to further realise a more sustainable and green earth.

Ar. Chan Seong Aun presented his paper “Zero Energy 
Building” moderated by PAM Council Member Ar. Norzakiah 
Arshad

UEA Melaka Summit  on 7-9 September 2017 at A’ Famosa 
Resort, Alor Gajah, Melaka.
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URBAN ENVIRONMENTAL ACCORDS (UAE)

The eleven committee members were represented by Gwangju (Korea), San Antonio and San Francisco 
(USA), Sinaia (Romania), Cape Town (South Africa), Nioro du Rip (Senegal), Delhi (India), Iloilo (Philippines), 
Melaka (Malaysia), Baghdad (Iraq) and UNEP.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS



2nd 
MTC INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON
WOOD
ARCHITECTURE 

9 November 2017

Level 3, 
Plenary Theatre, 

Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre

MTC is organising the 2nd edition of the MTC International 
Conference on Wood Architecture on 9 November 2017 at the Level 
3, Plenary Theatre, Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC). 

Andrew Waugh, Kevin Hill, Boris Iskra, Norihide Imagawa and 
Almaz Salma Abdul Rahim will mesmerize the audience by proving 
that TIMBER is the right building material that is versatile, 
sustainable, attractive and cost effective 

These four speakers are recognised in the fields of architecture 
and engineering as they have been involved in the application of 
timber and timber products in the building construction sector. 

Come and meet these renowned speakers at the 2nd 
MTC International Conference on Wood Architecture to 
gain knowledge in designing and constructing with 
timber and timber products. 

2nd Announcement

Organised by                                                                                          Co-organiser

MINISTRY  OF PLANTATION
INDUSTRIES AND COMMODITIES

Endorsed by

Almaz Salma
Abdul Rahim
Malaysia

Boris Iskra
Australia

Kevin Hill
Singapore

Andrew Waugh
United Kingdom

Norihide
Imagawa
Japan

Programme 
(Thursday, 9 November 2017) 

Time Programme

0830 Registration
 Refreshment

0915 Opening and Keynote Address

0945  Working with Timber Especially on Glulam and Cross   
 Laminated Timber  
 by Kevin Hill

1030  Australia’s Experience in Building Timber Structures with  
 Emphasis on Fire Performance Requirements 
 by Boris Iskra 

1115  Mass Timber Building and Timber Projects, i.e., Timber  
 Residential Tower 
 by Andrew Waugh 

1200 Lunch

1330 Experience in Designing Timber Projects 
 by Almaz Salma Abdul Rahim

1415 Material Speaks- Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow
 of Timber Structure 
 by Norihide Imagawa

1500 Panel Discussion

1600 End of Seminar

 Refreshment



MEET-THE-MEMBERS SESSION 
IN TERENGGANU
MEET-THE-MEMBERS SESSION 
IN TERENGGANU
PAM Meet-the-Members Session was held on 20 September 2017 at Tanjong Villa Hotel, Kuala Terengganu. The session 
was planned in conjunction with PAM courtesy visit to Majlis Bandaraya Kuala Terengganu (MBKT) under the Urban   
Wellbeing, Sustainable Housing and Environmental Resilience Committee (USHER).

PAM President Ar. Ezumi Harzani Ismail, Ar. Norzakiah Arshad (Chairperson of USHER) and Dato’ Ar. Hj. Zulkhairi Mohd. 
Zain (Co-Chairperson of USHER) from PAM Council attended the session. There were fourteen representatives from 
Terengganu PAM Members who attended the session including YB. Dato’ Ar. Raja Kamarul Bahrin Shah and Dato’ Ar. Low 
Wan Cheong.

The key issues discussed during the session include:
• Authorities and technical agencies submissions and approvals;
• Inconsistency in development guidelines regarding densities and related requirements;
• Lack of priority in conserving the local heritage.

During the session, the members in Terengganu were very receptive to the proposal on the formation of PAM East Coast 
Chapter in Kuala Terengganu. They are willing to cooperate and co-host future meetings to further discuss this matter.

The members in Terengganu are expected to set up a pro-tem committee to discuss the formation of the East Coast 
Chapter together with our members in Kelantan and Pahang. Dato’ Ar. Low Wan Cheong from Terengganu is willing to 
assist and will be the contact person prior to establishment of the pro-tem committee. Participation and cooperation of 
members from the East Coast are important in establishing a new chapter in their region.

PAM Meet-the-Members Session at Tanjong Villa Hotel, 
Kuala Terengganu. 

Dato’ Ar. Raja Kamarul Baharin supporting the setting up 
of PAM East Coast Chapter.

Ar. Norzakiah Arshad chairing the session.
From right: Ar. Ezumi Harzani, Dato’ Ar. Low Wan Cheong 
and Dato’ Ar. Raja Kamarul Baharin at the session.
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A courtesy visit by Urban Wellbeing, Sustainable Housing and Environmental Resilient Committee (USHER) to 
Majlis Bandaraya Kuala Terengganu (MBKT) was held on 20th September 2017. Members of the PAM            
delegation, led by President Ar. Ezumi Harzani Ismail, were Ar. Norzakiah Arshad (Chairperson of USHER), 
Dato’ Ar. Hj. Zulkhairi Mohd. Zain (Co-Chairperson of USHER), Dato Ar. Raja Kamarul Baharin and Datin Dr. 
Norhayati Hussain. The delegation was welcomed by acting Mayor, Tuan Hj. Samiun bin Salleh, and secretary 
of MBKT, En Zulkafeli bin Omar, together with officers from various department.

Puan Noor Khairin of Planning Department MBKT presented a video on their programme to improve public 
spaces, street arts, and their efforts in enhancing the images of Kuala Terengganu city. The Planning            
Department invites PAM to advise and share ideas on projects and programmes to improve sustainability and 
resiliency of the city.

Among the key areas discussed during the meeting were: 
• MBKT’s plans on sustainability and resiliency of the city;
• Kuala Terengganu city masterplan and planning control;
• Future development programme and guidelines;
• Conservation and heritage issues;
 - Budget constraint;
 - Needs for heritage masterplan and guidelines;
 - Setting up of heritage advisory panel; and
 - Cooperation between MBKT and PAM under “Sahabat MBKT” programme.

PAM President Ar. Ezumi Harzani exchanging memento 
with acting Mayor, Tuan Hj. Samiun.

The discussion between PAM USHER committee and 
MBKT departments.

PAM and MBKT group photo at MBKT office.
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FIRE INCIDENT AT TAHFIZ CENTRE
IN KERAMAT

Again we are saddened by the loss of more lives in a 
fire incident in early morning 14 September 2017. 
Twenty one innocent children and two teachers lost 
their lives in a blaze at Darul Quran Ittifaqiyah, Datuk 
Keramat, Kuala Lumpur. Darul Quran Ittifaqiyah is one 
of many private religious schools in the country. 

While there is demand to have more religious school 
and hostel buildings, the operators of the schools 
should not compromise on the safety standards of the 
buildings. 

Under the Street, Drainage and Building Act 1974, and 
Uniform Building By Laws  1984,  every building must 
be built in compliance with the building regulations 
before it can be occupied or operate for its purpose. It 
is important for the building owner or operator to 
engage professional Architect and Engineer to design 
in compliance with the safety requirements set under 
the laws. The purpose of these laws is to ensure all 
buildings are designed and constructed properly and 
safe for occupation. 

Under the Fifth Schedule in the Uniform Building 
By-Laws (UBBL), these school buildings and hostels 
fall under ‘Purpose Group II – Institutional’, where the 
safety factors have to consider the building provision 
for living accommodation of the occupants. Hence, the 
dead end limit for travel distance for this purpose 
group should not be more than six meters. In the case 
of a school such as this tahfiz school, which is also 
used as a dormitory, even more stringent                     
requirements for emergency egress should apply 
under the Seventh Schedule in the UBBL where dead 
ends are not permitted so there must be minimum two 
exit doors from any room with occupancy of more 
than six persons.

Each building under this category of purpose group, 
must be equipped with two or more staircases 
depending on the layout of the building. The width of 
the staircases depend on the number of occupants of 
the building. Besides these passive safety design, 
there are many other fire safety requirements that 
need to be fulfilled to ensure the safety of the          
buildings and its occupants, such as illuminated     
emergency exit sign, heat detection system, smoke 
detection system, fire alarm, fire extinguisher, hose 
reel and emergency light.

BOMBA has also issued a guideline dated 1 August 
2004 with regards to safety grill installation at            

residential buildings. A fixed installation grill should 
not be used in residential buildings.  In the event of 
fire, it can be a death trap.  The grills should be        
openable from inside. In an emergency, it can be 
opened and be used as a means of escape.

In addition to UBBL, under the Fire Services Act 1988, 
there is a requirement for certain categories of         
buildings to be annually inspected by BOMBA and to 
obtain Fire Certificate from BOMBA. These are the 
buildings that are currently required to be annually 
inspected:-
 
I.  Libraries of more than 1000 sq. meters;
II.  Hospitals and nursing homes of 3 storeys and 

over;
III.  Hotels of 21 rooms and over;
IIII. Hostels and dormitories 6 storeys and over;
V.  Offices exceeding 30 m. in height or 10,000 sq.m.

As Architects, it is always a special concern to us when 
lives are lost through building failures like this. As the 
construction industry leader, Architects are trained to 
be well-versed with provisions of laws and with 
regards to building safety and fire safety. This is where 
the professional integrity plays important roles. The 
building owners are responsible to conduct regular 
inspection and maintenance of the fire safety features 
to be in good working order including familiarisation 
exercises for evacuation procedures and escape 
routes. 

In our efforts to increase fire safety awareness,         
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) together with   
Institute of Fire Engineers (IFE) Malaysian Branch and 
also with Architect Centre Sdn Bhd have conducted 
many seminars and courses related to building safety 
and fire safety. PAM, as the national institute of            
architects, will continue our efforts to improve the fire 
safety awareness among the professional and        
members of public. 

It is time for the local authority to assist these building 
owners and operators to improve their building safety 
as we do not want to have another similar tragedy 
happening in our country, especially one that involves 
school children.  PAM is willing to offer our help to 
work together with local authority, BOMBA or other 
professional bodies to assist in building safety           
education and consultation to improve the fire safety 
aspects of our buildings.
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VERITAS Architects received 2 First Prizes at the 
Cityscape Awards for Emerging Markets 2017 under 
the categories ‘Commercial (Built)’ and                 
‘Sustainability, both for its Perbadanan Kemajuan 
Negeri Selangor HQ in Shah Alam.

Cityscape Awards for Emerging Markets is an         
international awards organized by Dubai-based 
Cityscape Global to celebrate excellence in real 
estate development and architecture. There are 5 
shortlisted finalists under the Commercial Award 
(Built) included the S.P. Setia Headqaurters in Shah 
Alam by Archicentre Sdn Bhd. 

The double awards for PKNS HQ were presented to 
Ar. Azril Jaafar, a director of VERITAS Architects Sdn 
Bhd, at the Cityscape Awards ceremony on 11     
September 2017. Previously, PKNS HQ also received 
the PAM Gold Award 2017 (Low-rise Commercial), 
and the building had achieved GBI Platinum rating.

Located in the Shah Alam administrative centre, the 
PKNS Headquarters is sited at the edge of a        
manmade lake. The building is an array of several 
office blocks varying in height from 2 to 7 storeys, 
all brought together by an ascending green roof.  
Ramping up to views of the surrounds, the 
over-sailing roof doubles back on the lake’s side to 

connect with a pedestrian walkway. This green 
promenade extends the public recreational area 
from the grounds of the park on the lakeside up to 
the roof of the set of buildings, allowing the public 
to enjoy views of the surrounding area or gather for 
events. The original green area displaced by the 
footprint of the building is thus reclaimed and 
returned to the public realm.

The interstices between the blocks become          
sheltered public courtyards lit from above by 
louvered skylights cut into the green roof. These 
alternating public zones negotiate the connection 
between lake and the urban streetscape of Shah 
Alam, becoming a series of urban-scale visual        
corridors. The edge of the oversailing roof extends 
over the street intersection, addressing the         
double-frontage at the street corner and forms a 
recognizable signature landmark for the area. Retail 
shops are planned at ground level along the      
streetfront to create a natural funnel for pedestrian 
flow from the existing neighburhood towards the 
lakeside.

Ar Azril Jaafar receiving the Cityscape Awards from Edd 
Brookes, Head of the Cityscape Global awards jury at the 
awards ceremony in Dubai on 11 September 2017.

An array of office blocks varying in height from 2 to 7 
storeys, linked by an ascending green roof.

PKNS HQ is sited at the edge of a manmade lake in 
Shah Alam.



COMPLAINTS & QUERIES 
- SEPTEMBER 2017
COMPLAINTS & QUERIES 
- SEPTEMBER 2017

No.
Complaint & Query Committee Response as follows:-

1.0

Nature of 
Complaint/ Queries

Elevator Issues A buyer found a serious issue of the 
elevators noise, and seeking PAM’s 
advice. 
 
Issue stated in below:-
1) The elevators motor installed next to 

the rest room that operate 24 hour 
has create disturbance to the daily 
life especially at night where the loud 
noise has caused the owner              
insomnia. This has been carried on 
for months.

2)  Motor, brake and cable rolling 
installed next to the rest room.                                                                                                          

3)  Type of noise and sound pollutions 
encountered: 

 - Brake noise when each of users 
stops on different floor.

 - Cable Rolling noise when elevator 
moving up and down.

 - Vibration noise when the brake 
systems start running.

Below is the inquiries from the house 
owner on the minimum requirement for a 
building to have an: 

1) Elevator without motor room (FYI: the 
current property is the type that without a 
motor room for elevator) 
May I know is the current building met 
the minimum requirement basing on the 
descriptions as above mention? If not 
may I know where the shortage is and 
what should need to be improving to 
solve the sound pollution issue              
permanently. 

For your info; the elevator supplier / 
vendor has performed a few times of 
adjustment at their machines for the 
purpose to solve this noise issue(s) but it 
only last for a maximum 3 to 7 days and 
the brake loud noise appear again after 
the above mentioned period.

Hope to receive your advice soon as I will 
be attending a tribunal on 28/9/2017 due 
to my complaint on the above mentioned 
noise issue(s). I believe that I need to 
know my rights in more details for me to 
better present my grievances and your 
professional advice be very valuable for 
me. 

(Without Prejudice)

Dear Sir, 

We refer to your e-mail dated 15th 
September 2017 and write in reply as 
follows : 

1. As far as we are aware, there          
currently, do not seem to be any 
regulations under the Factory and 
Machinery Act, nor minimum          
standards under the Malaysian      
Standards, governing the maximum 
allowable noise levels arising from the 
operation of passenger lifts. 

2. Nevertheless, there are requirements 
under the Factory and Machinery Act 
for all passenger lifts to be             
maintained and serviced accordingly 
and we would advise that you        
continue to follow up with your     
Building Management on your        
complaint.

3. In preparation for your forthcoming 
tribunal hearing, you may want to 
consider engaging an independent 
consultant to assess and prepare a 
report on the severity of the noise 
originating from the lift.

 
Should you have difficulty in engaging or 
locating an independent consultant, you 
can try contacting "Architects Centre" at 
+603 2202 2866 to check if they are able 
to assist you.  

Regards. 
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Council approved the new membership applications for September 2017 
of 1 Corporate Member, 2 Graduate Members, 6 Student Members, and 4  
Reinstatements of Graduate Members.

PAM Northern Chapter will be celebrating the World Architecture Day on the 
7 October 2017 by organising a seminar.

PAM Northern Chapter reported that Majlis Bandaraya Pulau Pinang (MBPP) 
organised the Big Market, Stall and Housing Competition. The competition 
registration open on 16 October 2017 and it is opened to all Malaysian             
architects.  

Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee reported that the Committee 
had launched the PAM – CIArb Accredited Arbitrator Course for Module 1. 
There are 3 modules for this Course.

Continuing Professional Development Committee reported that the 
next seminar, a collaboration with IFEM, will be held on 4 November 2017.

Disciplinary Committee reported that the Majlis Bandaraya Pulau Pinang 
had issued notices to respective architects due to several offences as below:

(i)  damage to adjacent propert
(ii)  MBPP has no knowledge of Architect’s release for the respective projects
(iii)  non-compliance CCC
(iv)  occupy without CCC

Education Committee reported that the PAM Annual Architecture Student 
Works Exhibition 2017 (PAASWE17) Opening Ceremony will be held on 10 
October 2017, and will end on 15 October at One Utama Shopping Centre in 
Bandar Utama, Petaling Jaya.

The 38th ARCASIA Council Meeting will be held on 3 – 4 November 2017 
in Kathmandu, Nepal. The ARCASIA Office Bearers and Committee Chairs 
Meeting will be held on 2 November 2017. The official PAM representatives to 
attend the ARCASIA Council Meeting will be the PAM President, Ar. Ezumi 
Harzani Ismail and PAM Immediate Past President, Ar. (Dr.) Mohd Zulhemlee 
An.

The Four-Nation Meeting and MOU Signing Ceremony among the four   
institutes (PAM, ASA, SIA and IAI) will be held in Singapore on 5th October 
2017.

The next Live Design Discourse (LDD) will be held in Singapore on 10 – 12 
October 2017.

Membership, Youth and Events Committee reported that the PAM       
Football Team had represented PAM in the World Architect Cup in Seoul, Korea 
in conjunction with UIA 2017 Seoul World Architects Congress. The team won 
third place after Korea and Japan.

Professional Practice, Government and Industry Liaison Committee 
reported on the proposal to establish a panel of PAM Experts for                      
Determination. The purpose of the panel is to solve any technical disputes on 
site and on contractual matters. This Panel of Experts and its operative will be 
similar to the SIA model.  

The Council agreed in principle to set up the panel of PAM Experts for             
Determination.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE FIFTH 
MEETING OF PAM COUNCIL 2017-2018 
HELD ON 29 SEPTEMBER 2017 AT 
PAM CENTRE

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE FIFTH 
MEETING OF PAM COUNCIL 2017-2018 
HELD ON 29 SEPTEMBER 2017 AT 
PAM CENTRE
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