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ARCHITECTURE FOR 
INDEPENDENT MINDS
As our nation celebrates her 61st year of independence, 
I would like to wish everyone Selamat Hari Merdeka! It 
is the time to unfurl our Jalur Gemilang as a sign of our 
allegiance to Malaysia. Aside from the Merdeka 
festivities, the month of August saw the second half of 
our KL Architecture Festival.  

In the July 2018 issue of Berita Akitek, you would have 
read all about the exciting Kuala Lumpur Chair 
competition. This issue will bring you up to speed on 
the result of the competition. The winners for the 
People’s Choice Award is based on public voting while 
the KL Competition winner was selected by a panel of 
jury from a diverse background. See the winning chair 
and read all about the unveiling of our very first Kuala 
Lumpur Chair inside.

Another big event this month is the my.HSE exhibition 
at DC Mall in Damansara. With the aim to showcase 
new ideas in the way we design our public housing, the 
exhibition has caught the attention of designers and 
policymakers. It is about time we look into changing 
the future of city-living and not be relegated to the 
conventional tower blocks that we commonly see now. 
With a few more weeks before the exhibition ends, I 
urge all who have not gone to the exhibition, to make 
a beeline to Damansara City Mall.  You will not only 
catch the my.HSE exhibition but by now, you will also 
be able to catch award winning architecture student 
works exhibition which has moved from RUANG to 
Damansara City Mall. 

Earlier in the month, the 30th Annual Architecture 
Students Workshop was successfully held at Taylor’s 
University Lakeside Campus from 5-9 August 2018. 
With participation from twenty five architecture 
schools from around the country, Brunei and 
Indonesia; the five day workshop not only hones the 
organisational skills of the students’ organising 
committee but it also manages to bring together 
architecture students for a networking opportunity and 
some serious show of creativity through its 
programmes.  

True to our promise to bring architecture closer to the 
public, the KLAF Open Office and Open House tours 
held in conjunction with KLAF 2018 was a whopping 
success, having been fully booked in a matter of days 
once registration opened. I wish to thank all the firms 
who had graciously agreed to open their offices to 
visitors and for patiently (I am sure!) explaining what 
architects do. The open house and heritage tours to 
selected landmarks such as to our Parliament Building, 
Ilham Tower and Sultan Suleiman Mosque in Klang 
were all very well-received as well.

I am truly encouraged by the curiosity and by the 
acceptance that our public has started to show 
towards architecture. It bodes well for our profession 
which, as at August 2018, stands at 2112 architects 
registered with LAM, of which 1987 of them are our 
members. We should take this opportunity to liberate 
the public’s minds on the acceptance of architecture as 
a means to surmount the constraints and challenges of 
future urban living.

This year, Merdeka Celebration brings more meaning 
to Malaysians, with more freedom to express their 
views and give constructive feedbacks to the 
Government. We also have taken this opportunity to 
express our members’ concerns on many issues faced 
by the construction professionals and stakeholders 
today. I hope our members will come forward to join us 
in various focus groups and platforms to work together 
with the Government to improve the building and 
construction industries. In improving our nation, the 
local governments should also be more receptive to 
public views and suggestions that challenge any of 
their policies or Act. 

However, on the grounds of national development and 
prosperity, there is still a limit to the freedom. Article 
10 of our Constitution specifies a list of restrictions, 
which limit the right of free speech on the grounds of 
guarding political stability and racial harmony. As long 
as it avoids the sensitive issue of race and religion, we 
must represent the public at large in putting our firm 
stand in fighting abuse of power, corruption and 
misappropriate development that adversely affect the 
people and the environment. 

The public’s trust in architects should be nurtured to 
our advantage. As Merdeka comes around, we should 
also strive to uphold what is stipulated in our code of 
conduct. Being professionals, the expectation on us 
and on our delivery of work should be nothing less 
than stellar. When the public fully entrust us as the 
construction industry leader, only then are we truly 
independent.

 

Ar. Ezumi Harzani Ismail
President, Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia

ARCHITECTURE FOR 
INDEPENDENT MINDS
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EasyFinishTM System
helps to showcase your vision 
with extraordinarily flat and 
smooth walls.

POOR FINISHING OR BEAUTIFUL, 
WELL ALIGNED WALLS?

High
Productivity

Superior
Finishing

EasyFinishTM System
• Chung Hwa Independent School
• Straits International School
• CitizenM Hotel

Completed 
Projects

USGBoral.com Plasterboard Ceilings Compounds Metal Framing Substrates

Learn how to get smoother walls

Step 1
Download 
the FREE 

ZAPPAR App

Step 2
Scan the
Zapcode

SCAN

Step 3
Watch the 

video

Zapcode

EasyFinish™ 
Bond

EasyFinish™ 
Solid

EasyFinish™ 
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KL CHAIR WINNERS PRIZE
GIVING CEREMONY 
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The results for KL Chair Jury’s Award and People’s Choice 
Award were announced on 10th August 2018 at National 
Visual Arts Gallery during the KL Chair Prize Giving Ceremony 
attended by guest of honour and KLAF 2018 royal patron 
HRH Tengku Zatashah Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah.

The Jury’s Award winner was selected by a panel of judges 
comprising HRH Tengku Zatashah, National Visual Arts 
Gallery director-general - Professor Datuk Dr Mohamed Najib 
Ahmad Dawa, Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) president - 
Ezumi Harzani Ismail, Malaysian Institute of Interior 
Designers (MIID) president - Chris Yap Seng Chye, 
Malayisian renowned artist - Ahmad Zakii Anwar and 
celebrity musician - Altimet. 

The winning Jury’s Award, designed by Ng Zhia Zhing, Tan 
Shin Bian and Sze Yoong Shern, earned the honour of being 
named the first-ever “KL Chair” beating 17 other finalists for 
the title and winning a cash prize of RM 15,000. 

The KL Chair, also called the Anyaman Chair, features a 
woven rattan design with an elegant steel frame supporting 
the wide and comfortable chair very well. Rattan is chosen as 
the material of the seat surface for its flexibility and 
durability, making it also suitable as an outdoor chair. 

More importantly, the design intention is tied up nicely with 
another aspect of chair-ity by playing a role in promoting and 
preserving local craftsmanship. The extensive use of rattan 
is the team’s way of raising awareness on the potentials of 
rattan to be adapted in modern designs and prolong the 
craftsmanship of weaving rattan that is gradually being left 
out of rapid modernisation.

Meanwhile, the Black Brick rebonded foam and felt chair 
design took home the People’s Choice Award and a cash 
prize of RM 3,000. The People’s Choice Award was given to 
the design that garnered the most votes out of the 3,000 
votes received from the public, who were invited to vote for 
their favourite chair from 30th June to 8th August 2018.

Designed by Arian Md Zahari, Azlan Zainuddin and Jefri Jasri, 
it represents the cultural diversity of the people of Kuala 
Lumpur who live in a city that is constantly revolving. The 
colorful layers of rebonded foam and felt is intended to 

reflect the team’s version of Kuala Lumpur city and how it is 
composed of many different races. The edges designed on 
the chair serves to portray the edginess and hardness of 
what Kuala Lumpur has to offer; not just the beautiful side 
of the city but also the challenges and hardship of city-living.  

Among the objective of the competition is to discover the 
best Malaysian talents who were able to translate the 
uniqueness of Malaysia into a project that would emulate the 
diversity and culture in the form of a chair. The KL Chair 
competition is aimed at inspiring Malaysians to have a deep 
sense of responsibility and inculcate in them a passion to 
create designs of excellence. It is also a good experience for 
these architects and designers to earn recognition both 
nationally and internationally. 

On the whole, the competition saw high standards and 
quality of fabrication and construction of the shortlisted 
prototype chairs, together with the great response and 
reception of the public. It is our hope for more creative 
projects to be carried out via competitions and adopt this 
method to procure talent for more improved and finer 
outcomes in the future. This is one of the many programmes 
that PAM has conducted in promoting Architecture through 
design and arts which engages the members of public. 

KL Chair 2018 winning design.

Two of the three-members team, Arian Md Zahari, Azlan Zainuddin 
and Jefri Jasri the winners The People’s Choice Award.

The winners of KL Chair Jury's Award - Tan Shin Bian, Ng Zhia 
Zhing  and Sze Yoong Shern.



KLAF2018 MY.HSE EXHIBITION
THE MALAYSIAN FUTURE HOUSING CASE STUDIES

The 2018 edition of Kuala Lumpur Architecture Festival 
(KLAF 2018) launched its first series of future housing case 
studies exhibition on 13th August 2018 in Damansara City 
Mall, attended by KLAF 2018 Royal Patron HRH Tengku 
Zatashah Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah along with Deputy 
Minister for Housing and Local Government YBM Dato’ Raja 
Kamarul Bahrin Shah, PAM President Ezumi Harzani Ismail 
and KLAF 2018 Director Ang Chee Cheong. 

With the availability of affordable housing is gradually 
becoming a major issue in Malaysia, KLAF 2018 aims to 
provide an outside-the-box solution to the matter. As part of 
the festival, MY.HSE is a core Pilot Project and Exhibition 
showcasing the efforts to study and develop new 
prototypical housing typologies to address the imbalances 
and inadequacies of current housing solutions. 

Housing is a pressing critical issue in Malaysia and 
everywhere else. Indisputably a fundamental part of life, the 
housing problems today approach the scale of an existential 
dilemma. With the breakdown between demand and supply, 
and the question of what housing in Malaysia can be, there 
needs to be a re-think and overhaul in how we address the 
issues today in order to engage with new societal 
aspirations, externalities and current conditions for the 
future. 

Increasingly, housing is being described in sheer abstraction; 
in dimensions, of numbers and units, yet rarely in qualities 
which are vital components in the construction of homes. 
MY.HSE is intended as the starting point to set the ball rolling 
in exploring the innovative solutions of the issue and 
refocusing on community and sustainability aspects of 
affordable housing developments. It is now time to put a halt 
on automatically equating affordable housing with 
stereotypes of neglect, poverty, squalor and social 
dysfunction.

Starting from an open call in early 2018, Malaysian architects 
and designers have come together to investigate and 
explore new options and possibilities for housing and the 
city. It is apt to now question, disrupt, invigorate, provoke, 
intensify and reconfigure the housing space and practice. 

The projects from the twelve teams in MY.HSE proposes new 

strategies and tactics to address the issue of housing the 
Malaysian people today, grounded within local contexts and 
realities, asking new questions and contributing to the 
ongoing conversation. The collaboration of multiple 
architects and design firms seek to promote their vision and 
concept of affordable high-rise housing in Kuala Lumpur. The 
projects are:

1. The Potpourri by Garis Architects with Gade Design 
Workshop

2. The Communion: share is more by ALM Architects
3. Bridging Affordability by GDP Architects with Adaptus 

and Web Structures
4. The Highway Cruise Block by Team O2DA
5. Common-Sense by Team Konzepte
6. R:EVOLUTION: Re Imagining Affordability by DP 

Architects
7. Sentul Case Study by Arkitek M Ghazali with 

CityLabStudio and Asrul Mahjuddin
8. Projek Rumah Kongsi-Semula by A&A Architects
9. Pick Your Pixel by Hijjas Architects + Planners with Web 

Structures and IEN Consultants
10. Occupant Natural Ventilated Apartment by Team DWH
11. Shop|HOUSE|2.0 : Rejuvenating Urban Living by CY 

Chan Architect
12. Re-Thinking Our Approach to Density by Bina Puri + 

DTLM

The MY.HSE exhibition is on display from 13th August until 
2nd September 2018, 10 am to 8 pm daily at 1st Floor 
Damansara City Mall. Admission is free and open to public.

Ar. Mei Chee Seong from ALM Architects, showing his model of 
affordable housing to YAM Tg. Zatashah and YBM Dato’ Raja 
Kamarul Bahrin Shah during their visit to the exhibition.

Ar. Chan Chin Yeow explaining his idea of developing affordable 
housing build above and over the  existing pre-war shop houses. 

YAM Tg. Zatashah and YBM Dato’ Raja Kamarul Bahrin Shah 
(3rd and 4th from left) at the opening ceremony oy MY.HSE 
exhibition at D.C. Mall, KL. 
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KLAF2018 RE:MARKET EXHIBITION
AT WHITE BOX 
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An exhibition about Re-Positioning Market Architecture in 
Asia by UCSI University School of Architecture and Built 
Environment and One Bite Design Studio from Hong Kong is 
held on 13th – 15th July 2018 at White Box, Publika in 
conjunction with this year’s Kuala Lumpur Architectural 
Festival (KLAF2018). 

The project aims to look at the significance of traditional 
markets as a cultural connector to connect people, 
neighborhoods, districts and among Asian countries. 
Re:Market aims to speculate the changing role of market 
architecture and repositioning of the architectural typology 
in the context of Asia. 

Throughout history, traditional wet markets have been a 
lifeline for the common folk as a place to seek sustenance, 
and a hub of economic activities. With the prevalence of 
shopping malls and of late, food and grocery delivery 
service, these markets are dying a natural death. Re:Market 
is intended to save the traditional wet market from turning 
obsolete.

Re:Market featured architecture students’ works from UCSI 
University School of Architecture and Built Environment, 
focusing on ways to preserve the  existing markets in Kuala 
Lumpur, namely Pudu Wet Market, Old Klang Road Wet 
Market and Pasar Sentul Ideas for revival of the markets 
including proposals to create community centres, co-working 
environment, and urban farming were materialised and 
showcased during the 3-day event.

Invited architects and academics from Asia: One Bite Design 
Studio, Hong Kong; Maxthreads Architecture & Urban 
Design, Taiwan; KYX Architects, Singapore; Studio Karya, 
Mentahmatters Design, and IDEAWORKSHOP from Malaysia 
along with Hong Kong Design Institute (HKDI) showcased 
their findings on the market research within the respective 
regions. Focusing on 5 propositions: Retrace, Rethink, 
Re-edit, Regenerate and Reconnect, the exhibits in 
Re:Market explored the future of Market in the various 
perspectives of city-living – social, economic, environmental 
and cultural evolution. 

The exhibition showcased a myriad of design schemes 
proposed for the market rejuvenation - ranging creating a 
currency specifically for a marketplace, to readapting 
markets as social meeting places equipped with services and 
activities for the community, attracting people of all walks of 
life be it locals, youngsters, or even tourists.

Re:Market has been a practical platform for sharing and 
exchanging of various insights on the possibilities that 
markets in the future hold. As a place for the people and 
public, workshops and sharing sessions are apt to have been 
organised to reach out to the public audience on awareness 
towards these gradually forgotten markets. In line with 
KLAF2018 theme of Changes & Reposition, the project is 
seen as the beginning of the documentation and 
rejuvenation of traditional markets, to preserve and develop 
markets in the new era for a long-lasting repositioning. 



PERTUBUHAN AKITEK MALAYSIA
99L Jalan Tandok, Bangsar, 59100 Kuala Lumpur

Tel: +603-2202 2866 Fax: +603-2202 2566 Email: forum@pam.org.my

My Cheque no. (_____________________) for RM _____________________ made
payable to PERTUBUHAN AKITEK MALAYSIA is enclosed. Payment may also be
banked-in to United Overseas Bank, Account no: 167 308 5704.

REGISTER NOW! Limited seat available for 250 participants only. Thus, registration is
based on first-come-first-served basis together with FULL PAYMENT. Please fill in the
form and fax or email to PAM Secretariat at : +603-2202 2566 or
E: forum@pam.org.my, together with proof of payment / bank slip.

At times, due to unforeseen circumstances, the scheduled events may have to be
cancelled or rescheduled for which PAM Secretariat would normally inform the
registered attendees/participants accordingly. In order to avoid causing any
inconvenience to members due to any last minute changes, we strongly recommend
that members to call PAM at T: +603-2202 2866 for confirmation of the scheduled
events or visit PAM website at www.pam.org.my.

REGISTRATION FEES:

RM 50.00 PAM Member     
RM 70.00 LAM Member  / Allied Professionals / Government
RM 20.00 PAM Student Members / Students
RM 90.00 Others

Membership No (PAM):  (LAM/Others): 

Name:

Mobile No: Fax No:

Office No:

Company Name:

Address:

Email:

How to get to Menara UOA Bangsar?
It’s located next to “Bank Rakyat - Bangsar LRT Station” and Dataran Maybank. Easy
access via LRT (only 1 station away to KL Sentral).
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The 30th PAM Architecture Students Workshop is an annual 
gathering of architecture students from the schools and 
polytechnics in Malaysia. This year, the workshop also 
attended by the students from three oversea institutions, 
one from Brunei and two from Indonesia.

The workshop was held at Taylor’s University Lakeside 
Campus from 5th – 9th August 2018, with the theme 
[RE:D]EFINE. The workshop, which was originally known as 
Architecture Students Jamboree, began in 1987, with the 
objective to allow architecture students in Malaysia to have 
close ties and provide platform for them to exchange 
knowledges in pursuing architecture studies. 

PAM as a non-governmental organisation that promotes the 
architectural profession and architecture education, always 
supportive of any activities that could strengthen the field of 
architecture, both at the academic and also at the 
professional level such as this architecture workshop.

Over the decades, this annual event has garnered positive 
reception and participation from architecture schools 
nationwide. With this year’s workshop commemorating its 

30th anniversary, it has become a legacy among the 
architecture students community that will keep on 
progressing, together with the enhancement of the 
knowledge of these architecture graduates. 

As the saying goes “the youth of today is the future of 
tomorrow”,  it is our hope that all the participating students 
will be persistent in striving for holistic achievement to 
become credible future architects in the years to come. PAM 
will continue to support and engage with the architecture 
students community in the efforts of refining the standard of 
our architectural studies for a more promising future of the 
architecture field.

The workshop also to put into place a platform for students 
in the field to prompt closer networking, foster better 
relationship and healthy competition among different 
schools of architecture. Over the course of five days, the 
participants are able to make full use of the opportunity to 
exchange notions on architecture, enhance personal 
development and strengthen bonds through the modules of 
the workshop. 

The opening of the 30th PAM Students Workshop 
by PAM President-Ar. Ezumi Harzani, student’s 
representative-Carmen Chan and Mr. Tony Liew.

Welcoming speech by Mr. Tony Liew the dean of 
SABD, Taylor's University.

Opening performance by the students from 
Taylor's University.
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BROUGHT TO DELIGHT: SULTAN SULEIMAN
ROYAL MOSQUE PUBLIC LECTURE & VISIT

As part of a collaboration and partnership between Badan 
Warisan Malaysia, Linea Architect Sdn Bhd with KLAF2018 
and Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM), “Brought To Delight” 
is an exhibition featuring the recently restored Sultan 
Suleiman Royal Mosque, Klang. The event is launched on 
20th August 2018 at PAM Centre. 

Curated and produced by Badan Warisan Malaysia, “Brought 
To Delight” showcases extensive architectural history and 
details of Sultan Suleiman Royal Mosque. On its first day of 
opening, the exhibition also manifested public lectures by Ar. 
Dr. Helena Aman Hashim and Elizabeth Cardosa on 
Conservation of Sultan Suleiman Royal Mosque, at PAM 
Centre.  

As consultants to Selangor Public Works Department, Linea 
Architect and Badan Warisan Heritage Services had worked 
together in recording the original architectural details and 
the construction process involved in the restoration of the 
Sultan Suleiman Royal Mosque from 2015 to 2017. These 
records serve as references to understand Malaya’s 
architectural scene in the early 1930s and are displayed as 
part of the exhibition.

The Sultan Suleiman Royal Mosque was officiated as the 
Suleiman Jamiur Rahmah Mosque when it was completed in 
1933. The building was designed as an octagonal garden 

pavilion-like structure at the foot of the old Astana Mahkota 
Puri in Klang. As the largest concrete structure in Malaya in 
1933, it was quite an engineering feat at a time when 
reinforced concrete was relatively new. 

An Art Deco edifice, Sultan Suleiman Royal Mosque is one of 
the most unique religious architecture in the country with its 
blend of Moorish and English architecture. The mosque has 
stood for over eight decades, but not without 
transformations to its interior and Ablution Pavilion. In 
November 2017, the restoration of the mosque was 
successfully completed by Selangor Public Works 
Department, with assistance from National Heritage 
Department and Selangor Islamic Religious Department.

To give the architects, students and the general public 
clearer insights on the intricate details and ornaments, sense 
of architecture and the historic in-depth background of the 
royal mosque, a special site visit, KLAF2018 On-Site was 
organised on 26th August 2018. The tour had been a 
practical platform for people in and beyond the architecture 
fraternity to observe, feel and understand architectural 
histories first hand. 

“Brought To Delight” exhibition is currently on display at 
Ground Floor Lobby, PAM Centre until 8th September 2018 
and is open to public.

The participants of the heritage tour appreciate the beautifully 
restored interior of the mosque.  The Sultan Suleiman Royal Mosque, Klang.

The interior photo of recently restored Sultan Suleiman Royal 
Mosque, Klang.

The archway leading to main prayer hall of the Sultan Suleiman 
Royal Mosque, Klang.
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For more enquiries:
BASF (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd.
Tel no. +603 5628 3888, Email : shivram.bagade@basf.com
www.master-builders-solutions.basf.com.my/en-my

Water is a valuable and scarce commodity and to support sustainable development, sewage must 
be treated and clean water made available.
MasterSeal waterproofing and protection systems can extend the useful life of your treatment plant 
and thus lower the life cycle costs. BASF’s systems protect the structure from damage by biogenic 
sulfuric acid attack, industrial chemical wastes, abrasion by particulates, and biogas generation.
Our Master Builders Solutions experts will help you find the perfect solution for your water 
management facility.

I NEED A WATERPROOFING 
SOLUTION THAT PROTECTS OUR 
MOST VALUABLE RESOURCE 
– WATER.
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Council approved the new membership applications for July 2018 of 9 
Graduate Members, 3 Associate Graduate Members, 6 Student Members, 1 
Reinstatement of Corporate Member and 1 Reinstatement of Graduate 
Member.

PAM Sarawak Chapter reported that the GBI Roadshow in Kuching is 
confirmed and it is supported by the Sarawak state government. It will be 
held on 18 August 2018 in Kuching, Sarawak.

The World Architecture Day (WAD) 2018 theme is “Architecture…For 
a Better World!”. It will be celebrated in the month of October. PAM is 
collaborating with DBKL and other organisations in the KUL Design 
programmes to celebrate WAD.

Awards and Competitions Committee reported that the timeline for 
the PAM Gold Medal 2019 had been revised. Ar. Wooi Lok Kuang is the 
Convenor and Ar. Abdul Malek Hassan is the Co-convenor.

The announcement for the PAM Gold Medal 2019 nominations is 
expected to be held on 8 October 2018.

Conservation and Heritage Committee reported that the Rumah Chow 
Kit partially collapsed on 23 July 2018 due to strong wind. Jabatan Warisan 
Negara (JWN) and the appointed Conservator will prepare the report on the 
incident. There were no injuries reported in the incident.

Education Committee reported that the PAM International Architectural 
Education Conference 2018 (PIAEC18) will be held in Taylor’s University. 

The 30th Architectural Student Workshop will be held concurrently 
with the conference on 5th – 8th August 2018 at Taylor’s University and the 
PAM Annual Architecture Student Works Exhibition 2018 
(PAASWE18) will be held at 1Utama Shopping Centre on 17th to 21st 
October 2018.

Housing and Urban Wellbeing Committee reported that the Housing 
+ Urbanity Symposium 2018 (H+U 2018) will be held on 20 October 2018. 
There will be six speakers and one keynote speaker.

International Affairs Committee reported that ten students have been 
selected to participate in the ARCASIA Student Jamboree to be held on 10 
to 14 September 2018 at the Meji University, Tokyo, Japan.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE 
MINUTES OF THE THIRD MEETING 
OF PAM COUNCIL 2018-2019 HELD 
ON 27 JULY 2018 AT PAM CENTRE

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE 
MINUTES OF THE THIRD MEETING 
OF PAM COUNCIL 2018-2019 HELD 
ON 27 JULY 2018 AT PAM CENTRE



EQUIP 
Develop and equip your skil ls .  Practice what
you learn.  Adopt the best practices for your
project implementation. 

DELTA PROGRAM 
Specially customized real-time project-
focused programs for Construction
Professionals and Designers 

ALPHA PROGRAM 
Integrating Artif icial  Intell igence Technology
with Building Information Modeling 

BETA PROGRAM 
Innovating New Entrepreneurs 

A platform for Professionals, Manufacturers and Entrepreneurs 

https://www.starkelab.com STARKE ROBOTIK SDN BHD
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