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AGILE OPTIMISM
CREATES POSSIBILITIES
As the national institute for Architects, PAM has been frequently
asked how the Institute is going to assist its members and
communities in bringing in new hope to the profession and
society recovering from the present challenges.
We have been advocating policy makers to engage professionals,
industry stakeholders and members of public to be engaged in
policy review process. Positive responses from the Government
have allowed us to survive the challenges. As all of us are aware
that every challenge comes with opportunities. Let’s focus on
opportunities that are in front of us.
We need to take this opportunity to empower our members and
the community, to give them a sense of power to bring good
values to our societies. PAM is calling for the architecture
fraternity and design community to take this opportunity to
advance advocacy in the building industry, place making, housing
sufficiency, climate emergency and digital transformation.
Design and planning fraternities have many leaders who are able
to come forward to set the new direction for our national and
global future environment and social sustainable agenda.
Through collaboration with academic institutions, corporate
bodies and government agencies, PAM has increased
programmes and engagements towards future environment and
social sustainability agenda.
Even though we have limitations in conducting physical
programmes, the number of online virtual programmes has
increased multiple folds. This opens enhanced opportunity for us
to engage multiple stakeholders more efficiently through digital
platforms. We have successfully engaged and collaborated with
industry leaders in voicing out our concerns and proposals
affecting our practice and industry. It provides opportunities for
us to leverage on digital platform to effectively communicate
with various parties in achieving our objectives.
Digital opportunities are here right in front of us, providing us
with technologies that make it easier and more beneficial for our
practices and businesses to get online. Hence, it widens the
opportunity for cross discipline collaborations. We can share
knowledge, understanding and trust; building stronger team with
new hybrid environment converging different skill sets that go
beyond conventional setup.
This would increase entrepreneurship ethos that lead to new way
in doing architectural business. In the end, those who are unsure
will be marginalised by the agility of those who dare to take up
challenges to maintain realism and optimism, capitalise the
situation to be ahead of the rest benchmarking new possibilities.
Agility backed up with optimism creates possibilities for
Architects and designers to expand their work base to new area
such as interior design, corporate rebranding, façade technology,
sustainable consultation, IBS design, BIM coordination, CGI
visualisation, product design, web design, publication, modern
farming, personal coaching, community consultation etc to reach
out to wider client base.
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COVID-19 disruption causes instant shift in communication
policies and technological adoptions; with wider acceptance of
remote working policy. Thus, it makes virtual platforms more
acceptable in corporate world for borderless collaboration and
working opportunities.
Collaboration, shared innovations and knowledge integrations
will also give more space for new job creations. There are niche
markets in the digital world that Architects can jump in to
leverage considering it as businesses debut or reviewing their
existing services to adapt a new market environment.
Architects are innovative and creative people that have high
ability to adapt to situations, and act decisively in the right
approach to reach out to a more diverse markets.
This disruption also calls for the architecture fraternity to be
more conversant in business management and financial literacy
not just in managing their own practice, but in offering
additional services and assisting clients on projects viability to
embrace clients’ wider objective for engaging architects.
Architects should go beyond designing buildings and
supervision of construction; with the ability to see in a wider
perspective and to plan ahead, architects should also take up
bigger roles as project managers and project coordinators.
On the positive side, the pandemic has proven our resiliency to
weather the storm, thus making us stronger. The emergence of
new architectural based establishments on digital core
operations is also very encouraging. It is wonderful to see an
architectural practice in PAM Southern Chapter to have
embraced this digital technologies with their in-house
programming and system development abilities that assisted
PAM to establish our own online architecture TV channel.
To bring up more positive vibes to members and societies, this
year PAM has implemented programmes that cultivate
competitiveness and positivity by engaging members of public
and PAM members. Among others, product design competitions
that are open for public, student design competitions,
architectural thesis of the year competitions, student awards
and many more. PAM also organised three major competitions
this year for PAM Corporate Members; i.e. PAM-MRT RTS
Station Design Competition, PAMSC-HSL-NP Architecture Idea
Competition and PAM-SDP Concept Home 2030 Competition.
That’s not all, we are planning to bring more competitions to
members.
PAM members with positive optimism and agility in embracing
challenges will see this as a big opportunity for quantum leap
transformation and reclaim those opportunities taken away by
the pandemic. Well done and all the best.
Datuk Ar. Ezumi Harzani Ismail
President,
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia
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ARCASIA STUDENT’S
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
COMPETITION 2021
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) has called for submission for the
ARCASIA Student’s Architectural Design Competition 2021. The
competition is open to current students studying in Malaysia in any
architecture program equivalent to LAM Part I AND registered as PAM
Student Member.
Theme - "Public Spaces In 15-Minutes Circle"
Technology has significantly changed our everyday lifestyle. The
well-developed transportation shortens the temporal and spatial
distances, and the upgraded information and communications
technology also make it more convenient to rapidly get our daily
necessaries and service at home. The neighborhood and community in
the spatial sense have then been redefined. Under the labor-division
cooperation, people assemble and construct the city with higher
efficiency. The tendency where people are increasingly segmented and
atomized in urban life, however, is unprecedently weakening the
interpersonal interaction and connection.
Besides the hackneyed nostalgia, how can we understand the
surrounding environment and neighborhood? What is the relationship
between human scale and a walkable urban space? When the reason for
communication and interaction in a neighborhood is gradually attenuated
by the capital and commercial hegemony, is it still valuable for us to leave
home and walk down to a nearby place to do something and to meet
someone?
A “15-minute life circle” is home-cantered and covering the whole area
that can be reached in 15 minutes by walking at a normal pace. The
boundary of one 15-minute life circle usually forms an irregular shape
due to the urban morphology and terrain being passed. Meanwhile, the
circle size is varied because of the diversity of personal pace and energy.
Regardless of individual differences, the 15-minute life circle has body
characteristics, daily performance, and social features for everyone.
With no use of any vehicle, people can experience both the natural and
artificial environment alongside when moving around just on foot. A
15-minute life circle provides an open and perceivable urban space where
people can enjoy all the public spaces, services, and resources. The
definition of the neighborhood is substantially embodied when people
can affirm that they are living in a social network by encountering
acquaintances and sharing the place with others.
This competition allows students to provide the solution to the problems
from both physical and social perspectives on their 15-minute life circle
and its public space. The program and design of the project are open to
any level and scale.
The project could be a renovation of an urban fragment, a regeneration
of a garden, an installation to reconnect the neighborhoods, a
kid-friendly urban renewal, and so on. Students are encouraged to
observe their cities, clarify the problems, arrange the program, and give
a responsive solution in this competition.

Key dates

Deliverables
One file containing one A1-sized layout (841mm x 594mm) in
landscape format, including (but not limited to) the following:
• Location Plan/ Site Plan/ Block Plan/ Building Plans at appropriate
scale.
• Minimum one cross-section and/or elevations at appropriate scale.
• Diagram/ Sketches highlighting the design ideas and features.
• Photomontages, Perspectives, and or other illustrations that can
illustrate the ideas and design concepts.
• Animations is not accepted.
• Design Statement of 500 words maximum (font size: 12) in PDF
format to explain the overall proposal with proposal title.
• Duly completed and signed Entry Form in PDF format
Anonymity And Confidentiality Of Entries
No identification marks shall appear on the graphic layouts and
the Design Statement. The participant(s) shall keep his/ her/their
entry confidential and take necessary steps to ensure it is not
disclosed to any third parties throughout the competition until the
public announcement of results.
Intellectual Property Rights
Intellectual Property Rights belong to the author(s), but upon
submitting an entry to the category, the participant declares, warrants,
agrees and undertakes that the submission (Intellectual Property
Rights inclusive) would be used for promotion/ publication of the event.

21 June 2021

Open for submission

15 August 2021

Closing date of submission

1 September 2021

Submission of 3 finalists from Malaysia
to ACA19 Team

1 October 2021

Results of the winners

Assessment Guidelines
The selected entries sent from all the NIAs of ARCASIA will be judged
in accordance with the broad assessment guidelines by the Jurors. The
decision of the Jury Panel shall be final and binding on all parties
concerned and decisions cannot be appealed against. Participants do
not have the right to request for access to the Jurors’ comments or
records on the adjudication.

31 October 2021

Declaration of results

For more details, visit https://arcasiasadc.s0c.io/
Convener: Ts. Idris Taib
Co. Convener: Ts. Sharyzee Mohmad Shukri
Organized by: PAM Education Committee

Key dates

ARCASIA THESIS OF THE
YEAR 2021 (TOY)
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) has called for submission for the
ARCASIA Thesis Of The Year 2021 (TOY).
The objective of the ARCASIA Thesis of the Year 2021 (TOY ARCASIA
2021) is to provide an arena for the schools of architecture in ARCASIA
member countries and their first architecture professional degree
(M.Arch. / LAM Part II). Students are to display their potentials and fresh
ideas in an international platform provided by ARCASIA to heighten and
elevate architecture education in Asia. TOY ARCASIA is dedicated to
fresh ideas in the Thesis from the final-year students in the first
professional degree programs (M.Arch. / LAM Part II) of each country's
members. It opens a route to the knowledge exchange of architectural
education.

21 June 2021

Open for submission

15 August 2021

Closing date of submission

1 September 2021

Submission of 3 finalists from Malaysia to
ACA19 Team

1 October 2021

Results of the winners

31 October 2021

Declaration of results

Judging Guidelines
All the entries must be the final-year project and the jury will judge
those works according to the following criteria:
• Concept
• Spatial integration
The design should respond and be sensitive to its context and the
way users interact with the space. Although the floors are
separated, the design should present some form of
integration—how it benefits or impacts the building and its users
should be in place. This could be pursued by means of the building
form and function or any criteria already set here. There should be
an integration of access and circulation in the scheme. An overall
sense of place needs to be established to give the neighborhood
space a unique character, enhance the walking environment, and
create satisfaction in individual and whole space integration.
• Goal
• Form
The jury will consider how the project's form reveal the project’s
goal through its materiality, shape, detailing, etc. The project's
form should have a clear stance on its relationship to its
surroundings, its users, and the public at large. It is not enough to
be beautiful, and the form need not be cutting-edge or trendy, but
rather of high quality, and is appropriate and relevant for its users
and the message it is supporting. The project should demonstrate
design excellence and quality, that it should fit its purpose and that
it should be sustainable. There should also be harmony between
the proposed interior designs and the building itself.
• Functionality of the design
Function refers to achieving the goal which is set by the applicant.
This is frequently a complex and diversity of requirements that can
range from the simple living space to the complicated social
interactions. The jury will refer to the project’s description to
understand which functional criteria the primary concern was.
Good functionality means the project works well for the intended
use, including for its users, that occupy the project, and the public
that encounters it.
• Innovation and originality of the design solution
This is one of the key components of architectural design to
embrace new technologies and countenances shifting social and
demographic trends with curiosity. Projects that take a fresh
approach, work to improve existing practices, and push the
boundaries or perceptions in the field are innovative projects.
For more details, visit https://arcasiatoy.ads.my/.
Convener: Ts. Sharyzee Mohmad Shukri
Organized by: PAM Education Committee
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An initiative of Malaysia Architecture Student Alliance (MASA) and
supported by PAM Education Committee, the Malaysian Architecture
Education Online Lecture Series for July 2021 was successfully organized
in 3 sessions.

Ar. Nur Safura Abd Razak I 17 July 2021 I How To Love Architecture

Asst. Prof. Dr. Aliyah Nur Zafirah Sanusi I 19 July 2021 I The Solar Effect

NEW MEMBERS IN JULY 2021
New Ordinary Corporate Member
1. Ar. Azli bin Abdullah
New Graduate Member
1. Chew Woan Chyin
2. Farah binti Mohamed Ramli
New Student Member
1. Pang Jian Sheng
2. Nur Syakira binti Mohd Shabri
3. Ahmad Syaamil bin Alias
4. Ho Song Sen
5. Izzatul Hannim binti Saiful Anuar
6. Nur Aishah binti Rosli
7. Raina Tini
8. Yan Yu Qin
9. Norhamidah Hanim binti Mohd Farid
10. Hew Poh Lei
11. Soh Jiah Shin
12. Eddie Zawira bin Nordin
13. Mohamad Nuruddin bin Zulkefli

Ar. Hoi Jung Wai, Axxu I 31 July 2021 I Typology Of Sustainable Design

BAMBOO COMPETITION
TALK SERIES 2021

Session #6
Ewe Jin Low
13 August 2021
Topic: Better Bamboo Buildings

In Conjunction with International Student
Competition In Architectural Design And
Construction Of Bamboo 2021

In conjunction with the International Student Competition In
Architectural Design And Construction Of Bamboo 2021, the
Bamboo Competition Talk Series 2021 was conducted to give
better understanding to students and the public on the Bamboo
environment and concurrently to open new perspectives on
bamboo architecture for participants of the competition to
explore. A total of three talks were conducted for the series
featuring distinguished speakers of various backgrounds.
Session #5
Widhi Nugroho
4 August 2021
Topic: In Bamboo We Trust

Session #7
Ir. Dr. Low Kaw Sai & HJ Hua Jie Toh
20 August 2021
Topic: Bamboo For Heavy Civil Engineering Construction
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Personal Financing-i

EXCLUSIVELY
FOR
ARCHITECTS

Realise your dreams
Apply for Personal Financing-i today.

We offer financing up to RM300,000 and competitive rates for
you to accomplish your financial dreams.
• Financing amount up to RM300,000
• Financing tenure up to 10 years
• Takaful protection (optional)

Snap n’ Apply
Want to apply for financing?
• Snap a picture of this brochure
• Send NAME<space>LOCATION
<space> FINANCING AMOUNT
via WhatsApp to 03 2088 8286.

Required Documents
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Copy of MyKad
Latest 3 months’ salary slip
Latest 3 months’ Bank (salary) statements
Latest Income Tax or EPF Statement
Latest Employment Confirmation Letter
Copy of Staff ID (For selected package employers only)
Degree (or equivalent) in Architecture or any related field
AND
Registered membership of Persatuan Arkitek Malaysia (PAM)
OR Lembaga Arkitek Malaysia (LAM) OR Institute of Landscape
Architects Malaysia (ILAM).

Visit a branch near you today.

Scan to apply and
view the monthly
instalment table
Customers are advised to read and understand the terms and conditions available at our website www.bankislam.com before agreeing to subscribe
for any product or services and/or participating in any of our campaigns and promotions.

MEMBERS’ QUERIES - AUGUST 2021
No.
1.

INQUIRY

RESPONSE FROM TEAM

Submission Date: 9 August 2021
CATEGORY D : Housing Legislation & Control

Your emailed query on 9 August 2021 is noted. Please find our reply as follows:
1) While there is no requirement for any supporting documents to support the
issuance of any stage completion certificate by the Architect, the LAM General
Circular 02/2017 notes that inspections must be carried out prior to the
certification. The manner in which the inspections are carried out, i.e. whether the
inspections are physical, virtual, based on photographic evidence or carried out by
representatives, is left to the individual Architect's professional judgement.
Nevertheless, irrespective of how inspections are to be carried out, we would
advise all Architects that there should be documentary evidence to substantiate
their decision.

I have some enquiries and seek your kind guidance/
advice: 1. Can Architect certify Stage of Completion during
MCO based on site photos provided by the
Contractor/ Clerk-of-Work in these various
scenarios?
a) Building Contractor has not obtained MITI
approval to resume site work.
b) Building Contractor has obtained MITI approval
to resume site work.
c) Architect has not obtained MITI approval to
resume architectural practice.
d) Architect has obtained MITI approval to resume
architectural practice.

2.

2) The important pre-requisite remains that the physical works stipulated in the
circular mentioned above must be completed satisfactorily before certification,
regardless of how and when the Main Contractor completed the works.
We would advise that your focus should be on ascertaining the actual completion
of the stages rather than the circumstances surrounding such completion and/or
inspections as outlined in your various scenarios.

2. Can we issue certification for stage completion
during MCO if the housing developers are applying
to KPKT for EOT to handover? Will these implicate
us as the Architect since house buyers are billed
even though Vacant Possession is delayed?

3) The EOT as described in the KPKT circular is to take into consideration if the works
require an extension of time due to events like the Covid 19 pandemic. If the
relevant stages of work have been completed and are certifiable, certification of
the completed stages can take place regardless of whether any EoT has been
granted by KPKT. (Please be reminded as per the above circular that Architects are
not required to certify Vacant Possession, but the Developer is to effect Vacant
Possession with the Architect’s Issuance of the Borang F (for CCC).

Submission Date: 5 August 2021
CATEGORY G : Contract Administration

We refer to your email dated 5th August 2021 and are pleased to reply as follows:
1) This reply assumes that you are using the standard PAM Forms of Contract and
that there were no amendments to the conditions of the contract

Defects Liability Period (DLP) from March 2021 to
September 2022.
During June 2021, PPN or new lockdown is implied to
the location of the said project.
If the contractor cannot do rectification works at these
moments, can we extend the DLP later for them to
complete the said defects?
Are there any professional guidelines for contract
administration in relation to COVID-19 in 2021?

2) There are no provisions in the PAM Contract to extend the Defects Liability Period
which commences upon the issuance of the Certificate of Practical Completion
(CPC). However, under Clause 15.4, please note that the Contractor shall make
good the defects specified within twenty-eight (28) days after receipt of the
schedule of defects (or within such a longer period as may be agreed by the
Architect) at the Contractor's costs. You may wish to request the Architect to
exercise his discretion to set such a period which is agreeable to the Contractual
parties
3) While there are no specific professional guidelines for contract administration in
relation to Covid-19 from PAM during 2021, you may wish to refer to the earlier
Practice Note which may offer you some insights into any queries you may have on
the PAM Form by following this link.
http://www.pam.org.my/images/resources/practice_notes/PN3_2020_Covid19-Ac
t.pdf
4) We also note though that the current situation regarding SOP's is very fluid as we
understand that certain repairs may now be carried out. We would advise as such,
that you check with the relevant authorities on whether the defect rectification in
question may be carried out by either the contractor or his appointed
representatives.

PUBLIC QUERIES - AUGUST 2021
No.
1.

INQUIRY

RESPONSE FROM TEAM

Submission Date: 17 August 2021
CATEGORY C : Building Control (Street, Drainage
& Building Act (CCC) & UBBL)

Your emailed query on 17 August 2021 is noted. Please find our reply as follows:

Dear Sir / Madam,
We would like to enquiry the following:
We have done minor alterations to the existing car park
ramps in the condo, which we have widen the turnings
of the ramps by approximate inches.
Do we need to appoint an architect or consultant to
make the necessary submission of the alteration done
for DBKL's approval? I have attached the picture for
your reference.
Please advise us on this matter.
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Based on the photographs attached in the query, we assume that the original carpark
building was constructed in accordance to approved plans with the necessary
Certificate of Completion and Compliance (CCC) or CFO in place.
As a general rule, any proposed works to an existing building which deviates from the
original approved plan shall, in accordance to Section 70 (16)(f) of the Street, Drainage
and Building Act, require a submission to the local authorities for approval prior to
carrying works out on site. Nevertheless, if the works carried out are to repair the
building or do not involve significant deviation relative to the original approved plan, it
may not be necessary to submit plans. As your description on the changes done to the
walls is vague and we have no way to evaluate its actual impact relative to the original,
approved plans, the most prudent step for you is to engage an Architect to assess the
works already carried out to confirm if submissions are indeed required. A proper audit
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INQUIRY

RESPONSE FROM TEAM
can then be carried out for this purpose. As the party most familiar with the original,
approved plans, you may try reaching out to the original Architect for the above advice.
Do note that under the law, it is an offence to carry out any works without approvals
from the local Authorities (if indeed, such approval is required) and such work may be
subject to fines by the aforesaid authorities (in this instance DBKL). Similarly, should
you fail to obtain the necessary approvals, the local authority may direct that you
return the building to its original state relative to the approved plan. This should be
discussed with the Architect as well.

2.

Submission Date: 12 August 2021
CATEGORY C : Building Control (Street, Drainage
& Building Act (CCC) & UBBL)
Saya ingin bertanya kan beberapa soalan berkenaan
penyaman udara bagi perumahan jenis teres 2 tingkat.
1. Bagi rumah teres 2 tingkat yang mengandungi 4
bilik tidur iaitu 3 bilik tidur pada tingkat kedua dan
1 bilik tidur pada tingkat pertama,Pada bilik tidur
tingkat pertama pihak pemaju ingin meletakan
penyaman udara [Mechanical Ventilation].adakah
dibolehkan dan sekiranya dibolehkan,pemasangan
penyaman udara itu dipasang sebelum ccc atau
pihak pemaju cuma menyediakan point penyaman
udara itu sahaja.

3.

Submission Date:26 July 2021
CATEGORY C : Building Control (Street, Drainage
& Building Act (CCC) & UBBL)
We, a group of condominium owners, wish to seek the
advice and assistance of PAM relating to the numerous
defects and building shortcomings affecting the
common property and individual parcels. Hence, we
have attached a letter listing some of the related
matters for your attention.

Lanjutan kepada pertanyaan yang ditujukan pada 12 Ogos 2021 di emel pertubuhan
kami, sukacitanya kami memberi maklumbalas seperti dibawah:
Sekiranya penyaman udara yang dimaksudkan oleh pihak pemaju telah pun
dimasukkan di dalam surat perjanjian jual beli rumah teres yang dimaksudkan, pihak
pemaju adalah diwajibkan untuk pasang siap unit penyaman udara tersebut semasa
serahan milik kosong. Sekiranya penyaman udara tersebut adalah sebahagian dari
unsur pelan bangunan yang telah diluluskan dan yang digunakan untuk penjualan
rumah teres yang terlibat, pihak pemaju juga diwajibkan untuk siap memasang
penyaman udara tersebut sebelum CCC .
Persoalan samada pihak pemaju hanya diwajibkan menyediakan poin penyaman udara
sahaja ataupun unitnya sekali adalah tertakluk kepada apa yang tertera di dalam
Jadual KeEmpat (Fourth Schedule), Surat Perjanjian Jual Beli (SPA) yang
ditandatangani. Sila rujuk kepada dokumen berkenaan.
Sekiranya penyediaan 'penyaman udara' ini merupakan tawaran tambahan setelah
menandatangani SPA, pihak Pemaju dan pihak Pembeli adalah dirujuk kepada
tatatertib yang termaktub di dalam SPA berkenaan untuk sebarang penukaran
spesifikasi.
We refer to your e-mail dated 26th July 2021 and write as follows:
1. We have reviewed your list of alleged defects and shortcomings. Based on the
limited information we've received, we can only surmise at this stage, that your
problems may fall into some of the categories below:
a. Defects which may require attending to.
b. Parts of the building which may not be fit for purpose or be in contravention to
legislation.
c. Parts of the building which may be inconvenient to use but which are,
nevertheless, still fit for purpose.
d. Issues related to the management of the building and the surrounding area.
2. We would normally, first advise that you seek out the developer to review and
discuss the above with them
For some of the above, we would also advise that you check with the date of your
Sales & Purchase Agreements (SPA) as the developer may still be contractually
obliged to attend to them.
Should they fail to do so, you may still pursue your rights under the SPA.
Subject to certain qualifying conditions, you may also seek to apply to the Housing
Tribunal for assistance. Your Building Management Team should be able to advise
you on the above.
3. For the rest of the issues though, we would normally advise that you engage an
independent consultant to carry out an inspection and prepare a report. Based on
the findings of the report;
a. you may still seek assistance from the Housing Tribunal,
b. seek out the developer to negotiate/appeal for a resolution or
c. seek redress through legal action.
We would also normally advise that at this stage, you seek legal advice before deciding
on your course of action.
Should you have difficulty in finding an independent consultant, you may contact
"Architects Centre Sdn. Bhd." They may also be contacted through Puan Raja Selamah
(e-mail: rajaselamah@architectcentre.com.my or Mobile: +60173033768).

OSK Property.

for the prestigious project Windmill Upon Hills by

providing durable and eco-friendly flooring solutions

INOVAR is proud to be the chosen brand in
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Rgn No : Q939988

20B & D, Jalan Penchala, 46050 Petaling Jaya, Selangor

TEL: +603 7666 7666
www.inovarfloor.com/my

INOVAR CONTRACTS SDN BHD (395625-x)
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INTERVIEW WITH SELECTED WOMEN’S ARCHITECTS
INITIATED BY GENDER EQUITY COMMITTEE
AR. TS. SAMSIAH ABDULLAH
1

Why did you choose to become an architect? Who
and what are the key factors that aspired you to do
so?
I grew up by the beach. I built sand castles, fortress and all
kinds of things that I could imagine. My family couldn’t
afford toys so I played with
sand a lot. I didn’t have
Play-Doh so I turned to sand because it was everywhere. So
from sandcastles, I eventually turned them into real
buildings. Also, my father was a carpenter so I grew up
watching him build things. So I guess I got it from him.

2

got to manage projects such as community centers, food
courts and Waterfront Ecological Park. I really have to
thank UTM for acknowledging my strengths by allowing
me to practice alongside with my teaching commitments.
Currently, I am involved with Occupational Safety and
Health in Construction Industry Management, OSHCIM
where I am one of the first Certified Trainer under BIM
CDIS, UTM to handle OSHCIM Competency training for all
profession in the industry. I am also pursuing my
Doctorate PHD in Architecture at UTM and actively involve
with PAM Council as part of Competition Committee and
PAM Southern Chapter former Chairwoman,2017 and
currently the PAM Southern Chapter Secretary. Recently I
am appointed as the Deputy Director I, of Institute Sultan
Iskandar at UTM. I am responsible for the management of
all development projects under the setup and ensuring a
positive and vibrant growth of the Institute.

Please describe your journey in architecture, career
path and achievements so far.
When I was 15, I lost my mother to cancer and by the time
I turned 16, I became an orphan. It was really hard for me
because it felt like no one understood me. At the time, I was
staying at a boarding school called Sekolah Menengah Sains
Dungun in Terengganu. Despite it being challenging, it was
there where I developed my skills in doing paintings and
portraits.
In 1991, I enrolled into the Architecture course in UTM.
Everything was so new to me and to be honest, I didn’t
know what I was doing because no one in my family has
ever done something like this. Also, I quickly realized that
studying architecture costs a lot of money. Luckily I
managed to secure a study loan (which eventually got
converted into a scholarship) from MARA who financed my
study in Kent Institute of Art and Design (RIBA Part I) and
Greenwich University,UK (RIBA Part II) & Bachelor in
Architecture. I have my siblings to thank for always being
there especially my sister who always look out for me until
this day.
I returned to Malaysia in 1998 during the recession. I
worked at a small practice in Kuala Lumpur where I was
paid RM1000. They told me I was too green because I was
fresh out of uni so that’s why I was paid so little. I lasted
less than a year at that practice. Despite being underpaid, I
gained some experience in managing a small bungalow
project. It was then that I realized of my strength in project
management.
I went on to join Dewan Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur (DBKL)
from 1999-2010. I was given the task to manage DBKL
projects which ranged from community facilities, food
courts, pavilions and many more. In 2007, I sat for my LAM
Part III Professional Exam and passed.
After 11 years at DBKL, I went on to join University
Technology Malaysia and founded my sole proprietorship
practice, SAMSIAH ARCHITECT. I made the change because
I wanted to challenge myself in a completely new
environment. I want to nurture and inspire the young
generation to become future architects. With my practice, I

3

What are your views on the impact by female
architects on the industry and society?
Almost half of architecture students in universities are
women and yet, we see less of them in practice. In this
country, women are still minority architects and earn lower
salaries than their male peers and are less likely to hold
positions of leadership; mothers in particular lose out on
career and salary advancements; and firms have been
slow to follow best practices regarding equity and worker
well-being. I like to see female architects to be given equal
opportunity to walk side by side as men in this male
dominant profession. Nowadays we can see more and
more female architects in the world, which is a positive
development and we can see that our society is changing
by accepting and recognizing female architect are as good
as the male and perhaps, better.

4

What are the biggest challenges that you've
encountered in your career that could have
prevented you from achieving your success? Are
these challenges related to gender? How do you
overcome them? Please share your experience
During my practice I was often told that ‘I cannot do it’ or
‘I can’t’ or it’s too hard for a girl/woman. Once my
company was invited to present our proposal, and the
officer in charge asked if I can get a male architect to
present the proposal. According to him, the Director
prefers male architect to do the presentation. I was
dumbstruck, as I never thought in this century there are
still people with gender discrimination issues. I went
ahead and present my proposal anyway and got accepted.

5

What measures can the government and industry
adopt to encourage more women to join the
architecture sector?
I know that our governments have tried to acknowledge
female entrepreneurs by giving incentives and benefits but
not so much in the architecture field. Even though as
female architects we understand that we should compete
on the same level as men, to have the government provide
support in terms of financial aid, upskilling and technology
advancement are good initiatives for architecture start-ups
and business development.

6

How do you balance work and life responsibilities?
‘If you want an easy life, don’t be an architect’ - Zaha
Hadid.
I grew in the architectural world knowing and admiring
Zaha Hadid. It’s true what she said, it is not an easy
profession. It requires a lot of decision making and to me,
life is all about making the right decision at the right time.
As a mother, I have four children and I try my best to
provide them with a nurturing and balanced environment. I
made sure that they understand my career as an architect
and a lecturer because at the end of the day, I do this so I
can provide for their education and future. I hope that they
can see me as a role model when they have their own
careers one day. Also, my husband is in the same
profession so that’s a bonus.

7

What is your motto for life, or your profession?
To quote Zaha Hadid again, “I will never give myself the
luxury of thinking that I’ve made it.” At the same time, I will
never allow anyone to tell that that I can’t until I’ve tried. I
mean, if you failed trying, you’ve learned but if you failed
without trying, you lose.

8

Can you share some advice with others especially
the young and aspiring women who are considering
a career in architecture?
Be true to yourselves. Work hard and always try to stretch
yourselves to the highest achievable pinnacle of perfection,
in this most imperfect world.

9

How do you think the profession can change to
encourage equities in architecture practice?
Acknowledge the strength in women. Women should be
allowed for their voice to be heard.

10 What are your views and expectations on the
establishment of PAM Gender Equity Special
Committee? Please share your ideas what the
committee could do to promote gender equity.
Showcase work by female architects in Malaysia. This can
be done by organizing an all-female architect’s work
exhibition which can inspire and encourage aspiring female
architects and at the same time, educate the public that we
have female architects who contribute and are involved in
this country’s development.
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PAM can allocate a section for the showcase and
publication of female architects work in Architecture
Magazine published by PAM. A support group for female
architects and female practicing architect can be
established to support new members and ensure that their
voice can be heard.
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Actively involve with PAM Council, Former 2017 PAM Southern Chapter Chairwoman and as PAM
Southern Chapter Secretary

MASJIDAL – IJMA

Tanjung Pelepas Ecological Park (TPEP)

Dewan Muafakat Taman Pulai Utama

Dewan Muafakat Taman Pulai Ria

Samsiah Architect Interior Office

Dewan Muafakat Taman Pulai Ria

PAMSC-HSL-NP LANGIT KUCHING COMPETITION 2021

On 7th August, the result for PAMSC-HSL-NP Architecture Ideas
Competition 2021, also known as ‘Langit Kuching Competition’
was officially announced by The Right Honourable Chief Minister
of Sarawak, YAB Datuk Patinggi (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman
Johari bin Tun Datuk Abang Haji Openg.

cohesiveness, makes this scheme engaging and refreshing.
Providing high density, yet flexible and adaptable
multi-generational living and working units, is a salient feature
very relevant to future proofing in the new norm post Covid-19
pandemic.

The competition was initiated by Hock Seng Lee Berhad and their
offshoot Next Phase Sdn. Bhd. PAM Sarawak Chapter was the
organiser. The competition called for ideas proposal for a
commercial high-rise on a 0.78- acre vacant land located in the
middle of Kuching City.

Five judges were appointed as jury panel chaired by Ar. Ivy
Jong. They are Datuk Ar. Ezumi Harzani Ismail, Ar. Mike Boon
Chee Khian, Ar. Lillian Tay Wai Fun and Mr Yu Ji. Judging was
based on the excellence of design, economic & financial
viability and innovative & sustainable solutions.

It was officially launched on 8 Feb 2021 via the PAMSC website
and Facebook page. A total of 112 registrations were received
and 85 participants have successfully submitted their
competition entries.

This is the first time that an architecture idea competition was
held in Sarawak. With the initiative from private corporations
and support from the Sarawak government for the event,
PAMSC hopes for more competitions in the near future.
Especially for the public facilities and buildings where
community engagement is playing an important role in the
success of the project.

After first round of judging, 11 entries were shortlisted for further
marking before finalising the winners’ list. All top 11 shortlisted
entries together with other selected entries were exhibited for
public viewing at La Promenade Mall in Kuching since May 2021.
Ar. Jascinta Yii from Yii K.E. Architect in collaboration with AK+
has submitted the winning scheme with its impactful, accessible
modularity form applied with added structural frame that gives it
1st Prize
RM100,000

Ar. Jascinta Yii
(Yii K.E. Architect) in
collaboration with AK+

17

2nd Prize
RM50,000

Ar. Justin Lee
(Just Architecture Sdn. Bhd.)
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Visit LangitKch.com for a virtual exhibition of all winning and
selected entries. Find out more about the event on Hock Seng
Lee or PAM Sarawak Chapter Facebook Page. Report prepared
by the competition convener Ar. Chai Si Yong, PAMSC
Chairman.

3rd Prize
RM25,000

Ar. Hung Sing Ing
(MOA Architects S.B.) in
collaboration with Attic Studio

Honorary Mention
RM10,000

Ar. Moh Ung Tai
(U T Moh Architect) in
collaboration with Studiogoto
& Ar. Teo Chong Yean

Honorary Mention
RM10,000

Ar. Wong Leong Hong
(Arkitek LH Wong)
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REPORT OF PAM REPRESENTATIVES ON GOVERNMENT
STANDING COMMITTEES, COUNCILS AND BOARDS
1.

Title or Nature of Meeting/Seminar/workshop attended

:

JBPM DIALOGUE WITH PROFESSIONAL BODIES

2.

Name of Government
Standing Committees, Council or Board

:

JPBM KL

3.

Name of PAM Representative (s)

:

Ar. HUSAM ABDUL FATAH HARON

4.

Date, Time and Venue of Meeting

:

6 AUGUST 2021, FRIDAY
10.00AM -12.30NOON

5.

Chairman of Meeting

:

PKPjB NORDIN PAUZI

6.

Other Key People/Parties/Institution represented at
meeting

:

LAM, PAM, IEM, ACEM, REHDA and JBPMKL

7. Important matters or issues discussed at the meeting that are of interest to PAM:
a. As of June 2021, JBPM approval for Architectural submission has increased compared to 2020. Similarly, approval on CCC has
increased to 81% compared to 77% in 2020.
b. JBPM informed that they are doing detailed assessment to identify the consultants with recurrent rejection. PAM/LAM said their
members will be informed on issues related to plan submission rejection.
c. JBPMKL reported implementation of MS1489 for Wet Riser is not acceptable to most states, despite it is approved by JBPM HQ and
has been included in the new UBBL 2021 and furthermore it is not contradicting with the existing UBBL 1984 (Amendment 2012).
JBPMKL said for new project application it should be referred to JBPM HQ, however, such process would only be a counterproductive
as the implementation of said MS is in-line with UBBL amendments. No further discussion on the said issue.
d. JBPM announced new Timbalan Pengarah, PPjB Rozihan Anwar Mamat
e. REHDA, LAM & PAM welcomed the decision on deeming clause G8 and G9.
8. Matters or issues requiring direction or attention of PAM Council: NIL
9. Date of next meeting: TBD
Submitted by
Date

: Husam Abdul Fatah Haron
: 6 August 2021

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE THIRD
MEETING OF PAM COUNCIL 2021 – 2022 HELD ON
30 JULY 2021 VIA ZOOM MEETING
The President, Datuk Ar Ezumi Harzani Ismail congratulated Datuk
Ar Tan Pei Ing on being officially elected as the UIA Secretary
General for the 2021 – 2023 term.
Council approved the new membership applications for July
2021 of 1 Corporate Member, 2 Graduate Members and 13 Student
Members.
PAM Southern Chapter (PAMSO) had formatted the webinar
series in digital format and YouTube Ar.TV. Starting from the month
of August 2021, PAMSO will organise a few seminars and programs
on fully digital format. The program was tested on 14 August 2021.
In August 2021, there will be four digital webinar and TV format.
PAM Sabah Chapter (PAMSB) reported that, as part of the Sabah
Professional Council (SPC) delegation, they had a meeting with the
Sabah Economic Advisory Council (SEAC) and subsequently a
meeting with Sabah State Chief Minister YAB Datuk Seri Panglima
Haji Hajiji bin Haji Noor on 15th July 2021.
PAM East Coast Chapter (PAMEC) New Office Bearers,
Committee Member & Internal Auditor for 2021-2022 term
are as follows:

Chairman:
Ar. Hauzi Bin Dato Hj. Hashim
Deputy Chairman:
Ar. Dato Low Wan Cheong @ Low Poh Cheong
Vice Chairman:
Ar. Azmi Bin Luddin
Acting Honorary Secretary:
Ar. Hauzi Bin Dato Hj Hashim
Honorary Treasurer:
Ar. Muhammad Nandi Bin Mohamed Ali
Committee Member from Kelantan:
Ar. Nik Ahmad Khalis Bin Nik Abdul Rahman
Ar. Wan Mohammad Kamal Bin Wan Ali
Committee Members from Terengganu:
Ar. Wan Farid Zafuan Bin Wan Ariffin
Ar. Wan Pakhrizan Bin Wan Abdul Kadir

Committee Members from Pahang:
Ar. Mohd Yusdi Bin Yusof
Ar. Tan Wei Han, Bruce

PAM Council 2021-2022
president
YBhg. Datuk Ar Ezumi Harzani bin Ismail

Internal Auditor
Ar. Nasharuddin Bin Haji Abdul Majid

deputy president
Ar Abu Zarim bin Abu Bakar

Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee (ADR) reported that a joint Committee between
PAM, RISM and IEM on Expert Determination is in progress and currently the Committee is
working on the MoU between the three Institutions. The Committee will present the MoU to
Council once it is ready for Council’s approval, in order for the Committee to move on.

vice president
Ar Alvin Lim Hai Seah
honorary secretary
Ar Thirilogachandran a/l Shanmugasundaram

Constitution Review Committee (CRev) reported that the PAM Professional Code of Conduct
has been changed to PAM Code of Conduct. There shall be several minor nomenclature
amendments to be made to the existing PAM Constitution and Bye-Laws due to the change of the
name.

honorary treasurer
Ar Alice Leong Pek Lian

Continuing Professional Development Committee (CPD) reported that CPD had finalised
the CPD Series. The details of the series are as follows:
i.
Digitalization Series: 1st week of the month on Wednesday. Ar. Ahmad Farik Abd Ghafar is
the Convener for the series.
ii.
Design Lecture Series: 2nd week of the month on Wednesday. The series is led by Ar. Dexter
Koh.
iii. Graduate Series: 3rd week of the month on Friday will be led by Dr Najah Mohd Alwi.
iv. Chapter Series: 4th week of the month on Wednesday. The Convener is Indra Kumar
Ramanathan.
v.
Practice lecture and Technical Talk: Any Saturday of the month

past presidents on council
YBhg. Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Ar. Hj Esa bin Hj Mohamed
YBhg. Datuk Ar Tan Pei Ing
Ar Paul Lai Chu
Ar Hj. Saifuddin Ahmad

Convention Committee (Conv) reported that there were no submissions received to date for
the ‘KLAF2022 Call for Director’.
Council deliberated and agreed to appoint Ar Dr Lim Teng Ngiom as the KLAF 2022 Call for
Director. The letter of appointment and terms shall be forwarded to Ar Dr Lim Teng Ngiom by the
end of August 2021.
Gender Equity Committee (GEq) informed that UIA Declaration on the Advancement of
Women in Architecture had been published and adopted. PAM as a member of UIA should also
adopt the declaration. Correspondences were received from many countries who had joined the
roundtable discussion and made the declaration.
Graduate Committee (GradC) reported that GradC is working with other committees to
prepare programmes to encourage Graduate members to participate and join GradC/PAM. The
Committee also is trying to identify and approach Graduate members from different localities. The
Committee had invited the Graduate members from PAMNC and PAMEC to join the Committee.
The GradC will organise the PAM Graduate Lecture Series. The topics for the series will be
related to the skill and specialist areas for Graduates. A webinar will be held with Nur Nadhrah
Azifah Azaman as the speaker on the digital authentication and introduction of NFT which is a
new technology digital currency. The webinar will be held on 20 August 2021.
Heritage and Conservation Committee (HCC) reported that following the successful
collaboration with MASEANA, Asian Architecture at Tokyo University in 2019, the documentation
of 200 heritage buildings in Kuala Lumpur is completed. HCC planned to do the documentation of
three cities which are Kuala Lumpur, Ipoh and Penang. The documentation for Ipoh is a
collaboration with Politeknik Ungku Omar (PUO), Ipoh. The project involves 60 students of PUO,
6 lecturers of PUO and HCC Committee members. The documentation is planned to start in the
middle of August 2021 until end of August 2021. 200 buildings in Ipoh will be documented and
the inventory will be made available in the PAM-Er website under PAM Resource Centre.
International Affairs (IAC) reported that the result of the elections for the post of UIA Bureau
is as follows:
President
Secretary General
Treasurer
Vice President, Region I
Vice-President, Region II
Vice-President, Region III
Vice-President, Region IV
Vice-President, Region V
The
•
•
•
•

José-Luis Cortés Delgado (Mexico)
Datuk Ar. Tan Pei Ing (Malaysia)
Seif Allah Alnaga (Egypt)
Natalie Mossin (Nordic Countries)
Istelianna Atanassova (Georgia)
Sam Oboh (Canada)
Ishtiaque Zahir (Bangladesh)
Tokunbo Omisore (Nigeria)

elected Council members UIA Region IV are as follows:
Anju Malla Pradhan from Nepal
Zhang Li from China
Debatosh Sahu from India
Richard Kirk from Australia

The UIA Congress 2026 will be held in Barcelona.
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immediate past president
Ar Lillian Tay Wai Fun

ordinary member of council
Ar Adrianta Aziz
Ar Aimi Ramizah Roslan
Ar Au Tai Yeow
Ar David Yek Tak Wai
Ar Hazri Abdul Aziz
Ar Husam Abdul Fatah Haron
Ar Dexter Koh Yew Peng
Ar Anthony Lee Tee
Ar Mumtazah Mustajab
Ar Ng Chee Hin
Ar Shafik Kamarulzaman
Ar Steven Thang Boon Ann
Dato’ Ar Zulkhairi Md Zain
northern chapter representative
Ar Leow Kwong Choon
southern chapter representative
Ar Ahmad Farik Abd Ghaffar
east coast chapter representative
Ar Hauzi Dato’ Hashim
sabah chapter representative
Ar Haji Shahriman Abdullah
sarawak chapter representative
Ar Chai Si Yong
non-corporate member on council
Dr Asrul Mahjuddin Ressang bin Aminuddin
Dr Najah Md Alwi
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