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VACCINATE 
TO MOVE ON

04 August 2021

Bamboo Competition Talk Series #5
In Bamboo We Trust by Widhi Nugroho
Zoom Webinar

14 August 2021

P3 - PAM Professional Practice Course – 2021
Module 3 – Building Legislation 
by Ar S. Thirilogachandran
Zoom Webinar

14 August 2021

Practical Construction Contract Administration 
/ Management
Session 5 - Tender/Contract Documentation 
& Obligations
Zoom Webinar

18 August 2021

PAM Academia Discourse 2021: 
Adaptability + Coexistence
Architecture Education During Covid-19 Pandemic
By Ati Rosemary Mohd Ariffin
Zoom Webinar

21 August 2021

P3 - PAM Professional Practice Course – 2021
Module 4  – UBBL 2012 & Fire Safety 
by Ar Chong Lee Siong
Zoom Webinar

28 August 2021

P3 - PAM Professional Practice Course – 2021
Module 5 – PAM Contract 2006/2018 
by Ar Joseph Tan
Zoom Webinar

04 September 2021

P3 - PAM Professional Practice Course – 2021
Module 6 – Workshop by Ar Adrianta & 
Ar Ahmad Ridha
Zoom Webinar

11 September 2021

P3 - PAM Professional Practice Course – 2021
Module 7 – Examination by Ar Abu Zarim
Zoom Webinar

28 August 2021

Practical Construction Contract Administration 
/ Management
Session 6 - Bonds & Insurances
Zoom Webinar

07 August 2021

P3 - PAM Professional Practice Course – 2021
Module 2 – Architect’s Practice by Ar Alvin Lim
Zoom Webinar

12 August 2021

ARCHIDEX Fast Forward Webinar Series (Education)
Dense Places & Scripted Cities by Phil Kim (Share 
Holder & Managing Director – Asia Pacific JERDE)
Zoom Webinar



See the latest 
features in 

Openings Studio 
at booth  

A252!

Openings made easy.
We’re a software partner through every 
phase of  your project. 

Door Families
Whether all you need is a simple 
door family, or something more 
detailed for renderings, we have 
thousands of easy to customise 
options. Our families take your 
model to the next level.  

Go to www.openingsstudio.com to 
find out how.

Project Coordination
Need help with  
specifications on your next 
project? Openings Studio™ 
gives you access to the 
data and visualisations  you 
need, so you get what you 
want - how you want it. 

Punch Lists & Inspections
Punch lists are an exciting final step  
in the construction 
process - until you 
get to doors. Our 
team can help 
complete the punch 
list for you, and 
conduct the first fire 
door inspection at 
the same time!  
 
E-mail us to see 
what we can do for 
you.

Smart-Tagging
After installation, quick scan frame-applied 
labels and access part numbers, product 
guides and catalogue information associated 
with each opening for hardware verification 
and facility management - all with your 
phone or tablet. 

Scan the QR code 
below to see how.

Copyright © 2019 ASSA ABLOY Inc. All rights reserved.

Contact us for a free quote or demo  today! 
Visit www.assaabloyopeningsolutions.com.my  
or e-mail Alexander.Yeap@assaabloy.com for more. 
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VACCINATE 
TO MOVE ON
Towards the end of July 2021, the Malaysian government began 
opening up more business sectors and relaxing Movement 
Control Order Covid-19 spread prevention procedures to allow 
the recovery of businesses suffering the lockdown. Nevertheless, 
those are still limited to certain sectors for specific class of works, 
such as housing projects defect rectification works by contractors 
from class G1 to G4.

In the month of May last year, at the early stage of Covid-19 
pandemic, our Prime Minister reported that the country was 
losing an average of RM2.4 billion revenue per day. Since early 
June this year, with the third round of lockdown, MCO 3.0 cost 
the country a lost of RM1 billion a day as reported by the Minister 
of Finance. There are still never ending debate on possible 
gradual opening of businesses. The big question is, can we afford 
losing a billion ringgit a day? In three days, it wipes out the total 
annual fees of all Architects in our country.

However, discussing the plan to allow re-opening of businesses, 
while we are having a five digits number of daily Covid-19 new 
positive cases with a total of more than one million confirmed 
cases as of today, is not justifiable in the eyes of many people 
and it will not be a decision to be made that could easily achieve 
public consensus.

Some of our members say they desperately need to go back to 
office to keep their firm afloat, otherwise they will not be able 
survive the economic pressure that currently are pushing for 
closure of their practices. They are ready to adhere to 
government strict SOP and requirements as long as they are 
allowed to go back to their offices. While some other practices 
choose to remain flexible about working in office and are 
prepared to continue to work from home or hybrid home/office 
working arrangements for their employees.

Other practices that are prepared to go back to office still need 
to comply with physical distancing requirements, thus, they need 
more space in the office to accommodate all their  employees at 
any one time. Some of our members plan to work in different 
shift of the day to reduce the number of employees coming into 
the office at the same time. 

In a recent meeting with the Executive Director of Economic 
Action Council Secretariat, Prof. Tan Sri Dr. Noor Azlan, he 
highlighted that the issues in the implementation of MCO and 
SOP, among others, are ad hoc implementation without sufficient 
notice. In addition to that, frequent changes of SOP also causes 
confusion to the businesses and members of the public.

We do understand the fluidity of this pandemic, and the 
challenges in outlining an effective SOP within a short period. 
But, there are public outcries for the government to come up 
with a clearer and more firm procedures to be followed. With the 
statistic and data in their possessions, policy makers should take 
this opportunity to design a set of evidence-based regulations 
and make transparent regulations. 

Policy makers and regulators also need to plan towards having 
agile regulatory system and to implement it to suit with the 
current and future needs of the businesses, especially in the 
era of new and emerging technologies, where policy makers 
and regulators are required to change their delivery of 
regulations and quickly adopt digital technologies to reduce 
regulatory burdens that may hinder businesses to enhance 
productivity, digitalisation and competitiveness. 

The design of regulatory framework should be on the basis of 
as enabler to allow emerging of new businesses and to allow a 
rapid growth of existing businesses. A good regulatory practice 
is essential in fighting corruptions, transformation of business 
models and modernisation of conventional businesses. 

We have all the opportunities to recover and transform under 
the present challenging situation, but if we are thinking of 
going back to pre Covid-19 pandemic normality, then we are 
clearly regressing. Businesses are no longer crying for 
government’s financial assistance, but instead they want 
government to allow them to get back to work and asking for 
the government to facilitate businesses by making agile 
regulations practical for adoption of new technologies, 
otherwise recovery from this pandemic without reform is a 
waste of opportunity.

Regulators, please.. please.. please move on to digital platform 
and stop asking Architects and other professionals to resubmit 
bundles of hard copy of plans and documents after completion 
of digital online submission, otherwise, we will never be there 
at IR 4.0.

This pandemic has accelerated the adoption of digital 
technologies and communication, thus, made it more 
transparent and more essential. Without doubt, it is an 
opportunity we should capitalise on to propel our industry 
forward into the new, more efficient digital age, and catch up 
to speed with other global industries. There is no more “new 
normal”. This is how the normal of the future should look like 
here on out. 

We do get vaccinated to move on to next phase, but do not let 
the vaccine bring us back to the past.

Datuk Ar. Ezumi Harzani Ismail
President, 
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia



PESTA MAYA PAM RC: THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF
PAM RESOURCE CENTRE IN VIRTUAL MODE

1.1 Introduction
The very much awaited launch of PAM RC took place in a virtual 
format. A three-day celebration dubbed PESTA MAYA PAM RC 
introduced the centre and its online facilities to members, 
primarily through our Zoom & Facebook platforms. The event 
ended with an open discussion among members about their 
vision for PAM RC, held on our National Librarian Day, 6 June 
2021. 

1.2 Objective
The tagline for PAM RC is OPTIMISING ARCHITECTURAL 
KNOWLEDGE FOR THE BETTERMENT OF SOCIETY. Taking cure 
from that, PESTA MAYA not only promoted the existence of the 
Resource Centre and its facilities, but also the 
programs/activities organised by the Committee such as the 
Meja Jati Talks, Building My Family Archive and Architects Do Not 
Read and PAM-eR (Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia Electronic 
Resources). A special tutorial on our new PAM OPAC (Online 
Public Access Catalogue) was conducted by the Chairman and 
Librarian. Two of our online resources were also launched: PETA 
online (Journal of the Federation of Malaya Society of Architects) 
and PAM-eR.

1.3 Event Management
To reduce the workload of the organising team, pre-registration 
was not required. Attendees were given the event link in 
advance. An electronic attendance form was made available 
towards the end of each session, each accessible for a limited 
duration (in Zoom & Facebook). Completion of feedback survey 
was made compulsory. Forms were linked to Autocrat, which 
enabled certificates to be sent out automatically upon form 
submission. The overwhelming response to the event was 
unexpected with 1483 turn out in total. We then realised that the 
google account used has a quota of 100 recipients/24 hours, 
hence the delay in the certificate delivery. All certificates were 
successfully delivered within 1 week (several google accounts 
had to be set up for this purpose). A Google Workspace account 
(paid version) is recommended for future events.

1.4 Committee Membership
An electronic form to register interest as a member of PAM RC 
Committee was circulated at the last session (Town Hall 
Meeting). The same form was also shared with all members via 
email. We then realise that the Sub Committee is not currently 
listed on PAM’s website.

2.0 Event Summary/Highlights:
2.1 Total attendees registered through Google Form 

(with CPD points)

a. Meja Jati Talks: Books, Life and Architecture
 4 June 2021, 8.30pm - 10.00pm. 
 This is the beginning of PAM RC’s round table discussion 

series. Selected subjects are related to the built 
environment with an aim to foster a culture of intellectual 
discourse debate between all concerned parties.  
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE
SUB-COMMITTEE: RESOURCE CENTRE (PAM RC)
Chairman: Ar. Adrianta bin Aziz
Co-Chairman: Ar. Ng Chee Hin

Meja Jati 
Talks

Building My 
Family 
Archive

Architects 
Do Not 
Read

Learning 
from 

Architecture 
Magazines

PAM-eR 
Launch

Event

Attendees

S01

243 259 362 345 274

Segment S02 S04 S05 S06

Caption:
This was the opener 
event, officiated by 
Datuk Ar. Ezumi 
Harzani Ismail who 
was also the panel 
together with 
Ar. Adrianta Aziz 
(moderator), 
Ar. Dexter Koh, 
Ar. Daniel Choo 
Heng Huat.

Caption:
Ar. Dexter Koh shared 
his experience in 
self-archiving his 
family's old 
photographs, 
documents & 
ephemera collection. 
Mariana Isa acted 
as the host.

b. The Koh Family Collection: Building My Family Archive
 5 June 2021 at 10.00am - 11.30am. 

Main poster for PESTA MAYA PAM RC from 4th June – 6th June 2021



Caption:
Datin Dr. Nor Hayati 
Hussain introduced 
PAM-eR and the 
background of our 
very own archive on 
Malaysian 
architecture. Event 
hosted by Ar. Dexter 
Koh.

Caption:
This meeting was 
chaired by Ar. 
Adrianta Aziz. 
Discussions revolved 
around ideas/wish 
list for the PAM 
Resource Centre. 
The session ended 
with an appreciation 
clip for our Librarian, 
in conjunction with 
National Librarian 
Day.

e. Learning from Architectural Magazines, A General 
Conversation

 5 June 2021, at 5.00pm - 6.30pm. 

c. PAM RC OPAC Launch
 5 June 2021 at 12pm - 1pm.
 This was a quick lunch tutorial with PAM RC Chairman Ar. 

Adrianta Aziz’s formally introducing PAM Online Public Access 
Catalogue (OPAC) to members, followed by a briefing by 
PAM RC's Librarian Syafiqah Kamarudin on how to access 
and use the system. Questions raised were generally about 
the location of the primary link and the setting up of 
passwords.

d. Find Out the Truth: Architects Do Not Read
 5 June 2021 at 2.30pm - 4.00pm.

05

g. PAM RC Town Hall Meeting (no CPD point)
 6 June 2021 at 2.30pm - 4.00pm. 
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3.0   Conclusion for PESTA MAYA PAM RC

Interesting 
segments for 3 
days fully virtual 
mode. 

Wider outreach 
via virtual mode 
and live 
broadcast on 
PAM's Facebook 
page.

Pre-registration not 
required. This 
allows more 
flexibility for 
participants, and 
minimizes 
secretarial work 
prior to the event. 
Automatic 
certificate upon 
attendance form 
submission deemed 
attractive to 
participants.

Connectivity for 
a weekend 
event is quite 
risky, due to 
high usage of 
internet. 

Limited 
technical 
support.

The standard 
Google account is 
limited to 100 
recipients a day, 
causing certificate 
delay. 

STRENGH

WEAKNESS

Increase PAM 
RC’s virtual 
presence – 
purchase online 
apps/tools for 
event 
management

Promotion for 
PAM RC 
Committee 
membership.

Collect views about 
PAM RC and 
sharing of 
recordings on 
youtube. 

OPPORTUNITIES

Possible 
technical issue 
i.e. internet 
connectivity.

Team requires 
additional time 
to explore new 
apps and event 
tools i.e. 
Autocrat. 

Lack of virtual 
presence for PAM 
RC Committee may 
not make members 
aware of its 
existence.

THREAT

f. PAM-eR Launch: Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia 
Electronic Resources

 6 June 2021 at 10am - 11.30am. 

Caption:
A book reading 
session by PAM Past 
President Datuk Ar. 
Tan Pei Ing, hosted 
by Datin Dr. Nor 
Hayati Hussain. This 
session recorded the 
highest number of 
attendees.

Caption:
The outgoing 
editorial director of 
AM, Ar. Ang Chee 
shared his views on 
Malaysian 
architectural 
publications, from 
PETA to the current 
AM, hosted by 
Mariana Isa who also 
introduced PETA 
online.

Caption:
Ar. Adrianta Aziz 
announces our new 
Online Public Access 
Catalogue (OPAC) 
followed by a 
briefing by PAM RC's 
Librarian Syafiqah 
Kamarudin.
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PAM ACADEMIA DISCOURSE 2021 
(PAMAD 2021) SERIES 2
The PAM Academia Discourse 2021 (PAMad 2021) was organized 
by Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia under Education Committee to 
provide a platform for all academicians, curators, community 
activists, and practitioners include other professionals to share 
their research and design. It is a safe zone for the exchange of 
ideas and thoughts for the betterment of a better learning 
environment.

The platform is to gather information, feedback, and resources 
from every stakeholder to add to Malaysia Architectural 
Education Archive under PAM and created more varieties and 
'sparks' for the built environment.

Series 2 was kickoff with a series of discussions among the 
speakers and moderator to determine the theme and concept. 
The theme for Series 2 is Ethics + Impacts: Technologies In 
Architectural Education. 

Session #1 delivered by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Veronica Ng, 
represented of Taylors University on 14 July 2021 via online 
Zoom Meeting and streamed live through MASA Facebook Live, 
watched by 200 participants from among the students, 
academicians and the general public. The topic is Technology Is 
In! What’s Next?: Rethinking The Design Studio Pedagogy For 
The New Normal. 

This session shared a preposition of a design implementation 
model (DIM) developed through a three-stage analysis on the 
challenges of online design studio. The adoption of technology 
and online learning hastened by the pandemic has flattened the 
learning space and studio teaching to the 'screen'. Having 
recognized the challenges and opportunities of the online 
learning, the School of Architecture, Building and Design at 
Taylor's University conducted a study between November 2020 - 
March 2021 with the aim to develop a way forward in design 
studio teaching and reduce the gaps in the challenges faced. The 
study involved student satisfaction surveys, interviews with 

lecturers, and a focus group with design academics. This 
session shares a preposition of a design implementation model 
(DIM) developed through this three stage analysis on the 
impact on the online design studio.  

Session #1   I   Assoc. Prof. Dr. Veronica Ng 
(Taylors University)

Next Session #2, 18 August 2021
Session #2   I   Ati Rosemary Mohd Ariffin 

(University of Malaya)

Ar. Adrianta chaired the online discussion among speakers and moderators 
on 29 June 2021



Caption:
Session #3 
Ir. Major (Ret) Ahmad 
Mazlan Othman
21 July 2021
Topic: Fundamentals 
of Bamboo Design & 
Construction

Caption:
Session #2 
Dr. Ar. Eleena Jamil 
16 July 2021 
Topic: Bamboo As A 
Building Material

Caption:
Session #4 
Ir. Effan Adhiwira
28 July 2021
Topic: The Bamboo 
Warrior
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NEW EVENT LAUNCHED INTERNATIONAL STUDENT COMPETITION IN 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF BAMBOO 2021  

BAMBOO COMPETITION 
TALK SERIES 2021

In conjunction with the International Student Competition In 
Architectural Design And Construction Of Bamboo 2021, the Bamboo 
Competition Talk Series 2021 was conducted to give better 
understanding to students and the public on the Bamboo 
environment and at the same time give an idea to participants who 
join the competition. 

3 series of the talk were conducted on July 2021 and planning to 
organize 3 more talks on August 2021.   

In Conjunction with International Student 
Competition In Architectural Design And 
Construction Of Bamboo 2021

The International Student Competition In 
Architectural Design And Construction Of 
Bamboo 2021 was officially launched on 7 
July 2021 via online platform Zoom Meeting 
and MASA Facebook live.

The Nan Sha Bird Park to design and built a 
prototype bamboo structure at Nansha Bird 
Park and The 29th Guangzhou Garden Expo 
Ground at Haixinsha Square by The Pearl 
River in Guangzhou, China. The Malaysian 
level competition is part of the International 
Competition which aimed to build an 
international platform for innovation and 
creativity within the region.

The competition aimed to encourage 
students and lecturer or supervisor team to 
experience designing real construction rather 
than just the usual ‘computer modelling’ and 
simulation. For selected winners, they got to 
construct the structure on site. However, due 
to the current travel restrictions, the team 
will supervise (remotely) the construction of 
their design on the actual site by contractors 
appointed by the organizers.

The 2nd edition of The International Bamboo 
Competition (Malaysian Level) is co 
organized by Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman, 
South China University of Technology and 



REPORT OF PAM REPRESENTATIVES ON GOVERNMENT 
STANDING COMMITTEES, COUNCILS AND BOARDS

7.  Important matters or issues discussed at the meeting that are of interest to PAM:
 Following was discussed:
 a. Adoption of MS 1020:2015
 b. Comments on draft of MS 1020:2021 (E) Thermal Insulation Product for Buildings- Factory Made Mineral Wool (MW) products – 

Specification
 c. Meeting also discussed MS 2095 Standard for Foil Insulation update by WG chaired by Prof. Dr. Abdul Razak Sapian. PAM to confirm 

my representation in this WG for PAM
8.  Matters or issues requiring direction or attention of PAM Council:
 No major directions. Council to direct GBI to study and adopt the standards where relevant
9.  Date of next meeting : August 2021 (TBA)

Submitted by : Ar. Chan Seong Aun
Date : 5 July 2021

1. Title or Nature of Meeting/Seminar/workshop attended

2. Name of Government 
 Standing Committees, Council or Board

3. Name of PAM Representative (s)

4. Date, Time and Venue of Meeting

5. Chairman of Meeting

6. Other Key People/Parties/Institution represented at 
 meeting

: TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON THERMAL INSULATION (TC/D/1) 
BIL 2.2021

: JABATAN STANDARDS MALAYSIA

: Ar. CHAN SEONG AUN

: 5 July 2021, 2.30pm via ZOOM

: Prof. Dr. Ir. K. S. Kanan, UTM

: UTM, JSM, FMM, Suruhanjaya Tenaga, CIDB (Binaan), KPKT
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The selected theme this year is Bamboo Art Space Inspired By Traditional 
Art & Craft. 

Participating teams have to find a prototype derived from  
traditional art and craft technique, develop or transform it into an 
innovative design structure to form a bamboo art space.

Open to all current students pursuing architecture programme in 
Malaysian Universities/Collages and PAM student member. 

Cash RM6,000, Trophy, Certificate and 
Participate in the International Level 
Competition. (In response to the impact of 
pandemic and Movement Control Order, the 
structure will be built by a professional 
construction teams appointed by organizer)

2 X 
Champion

Cash RM2,000, Trophy, Certificate2 X 1st 
Runner Up

Cash RM1,000, Trophy, Certificate2 X 2nd 
Runner Up

Cash RM300, Certificate5 X 
Consolation

Prizes



No. INQUIRY RESPONSE FROM TEAM

1. Submission Date: 16 July 2021
CATEGORY D: Housing Legislation & Control

We are writing to seek advice on the stage billing claim for 
stage 2(b).

For your information, we are currently working on a serviced 
apartment project which includes 8 floors of car park podium 
and 33 floors apartment units that sit on top of the podium. 
The said project is in Kuala Lumpur.

Reference is made to the Schedule of Payment of Purchase 
Price in Housing Development Act (ACT 118), we understand 
that the developer is allowed to claim 15% of the Sum for 
Stage 2(b). However, as per the above-attached photo, we 
received the draft Schedule from the Developer’s Sales and 
Admin Department which split stage 2(b) billing into two 
different stages:

(i) The structural framework of car park of said Parcel – 5 %
(ii) The structural framework of the said Parcel – 10 %

We would like to seek your advice if splitting up the claims as 
follows are viable: -
-  To claim 5% upon the completion of the structural 

framework of car park of said Parcel (at earlier 
construction stage)

- To claim 10% upon the completion of the structural 
framework of said Parcel (at later construction stage)

We refer to your query regarding “Advise on Stage Billing Claims (Schedule H)”, 
dated 16 July 2021. Please refer to our reply as follows: 
1.  As you have stated “draft Schedule” in your email, we presume the said Sales 

and Purchase Agreement (SPA) was just a proposal, pending official approval 
from the Ministry of Housing and Local Government (KPKT); and we also 
presume that Schedule H will be used for the serviced apartment project, 
being a residential accommodation.

2.  Please note that, if the Developer intends to make any modification to the 
SPA, he shall first comply with Regulation 11(3) of the Housing and 
Development Regulation 1989:

 “Where the Controller is satisfied that owing to special circumstances or 
hardship or necessity compliance with any of the provisions in the contract of 
sale is impracticable or unnecessary, he may, by a certificate in writing, waive 
or modify such provisions: Provided that no such waiver or modification shall 
be approved if such application is made after the expiry of the time stipulated 
for the handing over of vacant possession under the contract of sale or after 
the validity of any extension of time, if any, granted by the Controller.”

3. Modified SPA's can only be executed if they are in full compliance with the 
regulation as stated above.

4. Before commencement of the construction works, the appointed, certifying 
Architect shall observe LAM's General Circular No. 2/2017, including relevant 
certifying guidelines and Supplementary Notes, i.e. Supplementary Notes 5.0 
for Schedule H. Please refer to:

 https://lam.gov.my/index.php/circulars/circular-for-architects/finish/8-
 architects/5608-no-2-2017-guidelines-on-the-third-schedule-of-the-
 standard-sale-and-purchase-agreement-for-land-and-building.htm
5. The certifying Architect must inspect and check that the development is fully 

compliant with the SPA as approved by KPKT 
6. Irrespective of any modifications which may be approved by KPKT, we would 

also draw your attention to a recent Federal Court Judgement that has placed 
parts of Regulation 11(3) in doubt. As we are not legal experts, we would 
advise that both your developer and yourself check on the implications of the 
above court judgment on the proposed amendment.

7.  We are not in the position to advise you on whether the proposed splitting of 
the claim is viable or not, as such proposed modification shall be subject to 
the approval of KPKT. As noted above, please advise the developer to consult 
the lawyer who is appointed to prepare the SPA on the legal impact of the 
above.

8. Please note that the current LAM General Circular 2/2017 regarding the stage 
certification has no provisions for such a division of stage 2(b). Nevertheless, 
if such an amendment is indeed approved, the architect would be required to 
know which accessory parcels (car-parking bays) are associated with the 
main parcels before being able to certify completion of "the car-park of the 
said parcel". 

2. Submission Date: 14 July 2021
CATEGORY A: Architect Practice
Thank you for your prompt reply.
The facts of the case are as follows:
Our initial plans were to build a water park. We have 
appointed an Architect in which the job scope is to ensure that 
the architect work is in compliance and for submission with the 
following authorities:
1. Bomba Department fire safety
2. Local council requirement
3. Building by law
The mode of payment (to be paid upon completion of each 
phase)
1. schematic design phase (upon BP submission) - 15%
2.  design development phase (upon BP approval) - 30%
3. contract documentation phase - 5%
4.  contract implementation and management phase (prior 

application of OP) - 45%
5.  final completion phase (upon complication (upon OP 

issuance) - 5%
The water theme park was still under design but not finalized.  
Later, the management decided not to proceed with the water 
theme park. As such, construction has never commenced.
We seek advice as to whether there is a need to pay in full 
amount of the agreed sum as up to item 2 of the above since 
the architect has never designed the plan by reason that there 
are specialist designers has been appointed. But the architect 
needs to ensure the designs are compliance and for 
submission to the relevant authority.

We refer to your email dated 14 July 2021, please refer to our reply as follows:
1. First of all, we would like to highlight to you that, in Malaysia, it is mandatory 

for the appointment of an Professional Architect to fully comply with 
Architects Act 1967, which consists of the Conditions of Engagement 
(Architect Rules 1996) and the Architect (Scale of Min. Fees) Rules 2010 
(‘SOMF’).

 2.  The mode of payment as stated in your email was not fully consistent with 
that in the SOMF and since there was no complete letter of appointment 
furnished by you, we shall advise you based on the principles in the SOMF.

 3.  Note that, with reference to Rule 23(7) in the SOMF, the appointed 
Professional Architect shall be paid in respect of services rendered under a 
phase, whether the said phase is fully completed or not.

 4. In your case, unless there was any other condition as agreed, i.e.- calculation 
to determine the scope or cost of works,etc; you should pay the Architect in 
full upon completion of the BP submission and/or official BP approval. 
However, if the specific phase was not fully completed, then you should pay 
the Architect partially for the works rendered for the phase.

 5. For the purposes of partial payment, the Architect should prepare his claim 
based on the work cost calculation method as agreed in the appointment, 
i.e.- time cost to prepare the BP drawings, printing, transportation, etc.

6.  Practically, we strongly advise both parties to be fully guided by the agreed 
conditions of appointment, respect the contract, and to reach an amicable 
resolution.

7.  If you would like to find out more about SOMF and other regulation as stated 
above, please contact Lembaga Arkitek Malaysia (their address and tel. nos. 
may be found at www.lam.gov.my) as they are the regulatory body for all 
Professional Architects in Malaysia, unlike the Pertubuhan Arkitek Malaysia 
(PAM) which is a private institution of architects in Malaysia. 

 For further details on PAM, please click into 
www.pam.org.my/the-institute/about-us.html.

MEMBERS’ QUERIES - JULY 2021
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No. INQUIRY RESPONSE FROM TEAM

3. Submission Date: 6 July 2021
CATEGORY A: Architect Practice
We would inquire about the permissible fees charged by your 
association in respect to work done by an architect. We would 
like to seek your guidance and we would be grateful if you 
could direct us to any authority or person to ascertain in this 
matter. 

We will furnish the information once a designated email has 
been provided by us. 

We refer to your email entitled " Enquiries" dated 6 July 2021. Unfortunately, we 
are not able to understand your question clearly and would suggest you rephrase 
your question and if possible, provide us with more supporting particulars.

Adequate information from you will allow us to understand your query better and 
assist us in providing the relevant advice.

4. Submission Date: 29 June 2021
CATEGORY D: Housing Legislation & Control

HDA Stage Completion
I am sending a query regarding Schedule H Stage completion 
2(c) that had confused me over the timber frame with no 
subframe vs metal frame with no subframe.
As refer to Schedule H Supplementary Notes item 7 stipulated 
that “architect shall ensure the opening are properly formed to 
received metal frame before this is certified”.

As my involved project’s non-structural wall are constructed 
with RC Wall and the door and window frame are alum/metal 
with no sub frame required. Based on my understanding if 
there has no any damage to the opening, upon the 
non-structural wall completed, the metal frame not need to 
install for stage 2 (c) certification.

However there has come to an argument that, if metal frame 
with no subframe, the metal frame shall be installed in order 
to certify stage 2 (c) which I doubt that it only apply to “timber 
frame with no sub-frame” but not “metal frame with no 
sub-frame” where installing metal frame to opening has no 
damage to the non-structural wall I guess?

We refer to your e-mail dated 29th Jun 2021 with regards to the Housing 
Development Act, Stage of Completion. 

With regards to Lembaga Arkitek Malaysia General Circular 2/2017, Guidelines on 
the Third Schedule for Stage Certification 2(c) - The walls of the said Parcel with 
door and window frames placed in position, Schedule H, there is a column which 
states the 'Description of Construction Work That Need Not be Completed For 
Certification'. 

Under 2 (C), this work includes - Metal Frames, Installation of door leaves, 
window (fixed or operable) or louvres.

Under item 7. of the Supplementary Notes to the said guidelines, it is also stated 
that 'the Architect shall ensure that the openings are properly formed to receive 
the metal frames and completed with lintols (where applicable) before this is 
certified". 

As such, we are of the opinion that metal (i.e.; aluminium) outer frames are not 
required to be in place for certification of the relevant stage.

We hope the above reply to your query is satisfactory.

5. Submission Date: 28 June 2021
CATEGORY G: Contract Administration

Enquiry on delay of issuance of Certificate of Extension of 
Time by the Architect

Pursuant to PAM Contract 2006, clause 23.4, " When the 
Contractor has submitted sufficient particulars for the 
Architect's consideration, the Architect shall subject to Clauses 
2.3.5. 23.6 and 23.8, consider the Contractor's submission and 
shall either reject the Contractor's application or issue a 
Certificate of Extension of Time within six (6) Weeks from 
the receipt of sufficient particulars. The Architect may issue 
the written notice of rejection or the Certificate of Extension of 
Time before or after the Completion Date."

Hence, we would like to enquire that, if the Architect has 
delayed, or did not respond to issue the Certificate of 
EOT (after 6 weeks have passed), what are the 
possible actions to be taken from the Contractor other 
than to write in to remind the Architect? Also, could 
the Contractor claim any time / cost impact on this 
matter? 

Your kind assistance and prompt response on this matter is 
highly appreciated.

Thank you for your enquiry dated 28 June 2021, with regards to 'Delay of 
issuance of Extension of Time (EoT) by the Architect'.  Our reply is as follows:
1.   We are assuming that the PAM Contract 2006 form in your query was used in 

its entirety and that there were no amendments to the conditions of the 
contract.

2. Kindly note that the time frame as established in the PAM Form is for the 
benefit of the Contract Administrator and Contractual Parties as it tries to 
assist them in ensuring that all Claims for Extensions of Time are dealt with 
in a timely and contemporaneous manner when memories are still fresh, 
documents and records are still readily available (and not lost in storage) and 
all relevant personnel are still around to respond. Should you have concerns 
that there may be issues with the retrieval or information or the recollection 
of past events if the assessment is not carried out in a timely manner, you are 
at liberty to write to the architect and communicate your concerns.

3. Although we note that any delays in the assessment of a EoT Claim will not 
add to or aggravate the delays which have already been incurred, we do 
recognise that the timely establishment of a revised Completion Date would 
be beneficial in the Contractor's financial planning (as his liabilities, such as 
potential Liqudated Damages, may be established). As such, you are at 
liberty to also write to the architect and request for his assistance in your 
financial planning, by expediting the assessment of your Claim for EoT.

4. As noted in the above item 3., if any delay in the assessment of your EoT 
claim should not aggravate the delays which have already been incurred, this 
delay in assessment should also not add to any loss or additional expense 
arising from the original delay to the Works. As a delay in assessment would 
not seem to have any additional :time/cost impact", we are of the opinion as 
such, that there would not be any grounds for additional claims.

5. If the Architect has not responded after 6 weeks have passed, we do agree 
with your proposal to send a reminder to the architect. If any of the above 
points are pertinent to your claim, you may draw the architect's attention to 
them. You may also be pro-active and ask if the architect requires any further 
information or assistance to carry out his assessment.

We obviously do not have all the background information but would note that 
under the current circumstances where a lockdown may be in force, there may 
be difficulties for contract administrators and contractual parties to carry out their 
contractual obligations. Nevertheless, irrespective of such difficulties, we are 
confident that architects will carry out their obligations as they are required to 
abide by the Lembaga Arkitek Malaysia's Code of Conduct which under section 
3(3), requires the architect to "administer the building contract competently and 
responsibly and shall be impartial in any dispute that may arise between the client 
and the building contractor".
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No. INQUIRY RESPONSE FROM TEAM

1. Submission Date: 27 June 2021
CATEGORY A: Architect Practice

If an architect, who is part-owner of the developer/contractor 
company for a particular residential project, signs the final 
certificate of completion for the project that his company 
constructed, is that legal?

Thank you for your query. In relation, your email does not stipulate if the said 
architect is the same one from the start of the project nor if the certificate you 
refer to is related to completion under the relevant Building Bye-laws or with 
respect to a Building Contract.

Nevertheless, please note the following: 
1. All architects in Malaysia are required to follow the "Code of Conduct" as 

contained in the Second Schedule of the "Architects Rules 1996". 
2.  We refer to the section entitled "Professional Integrity" which is as follows : 
 4. (1)  An Architect, while practising his profession, shall not 
               (a)  carry on or engage in any trade or business which is inconsistent
                     with the fitting and proper discharge of his professional duties; or
               (b)  hold, assume or consciously accept a position in any trade or 
                     business in which his interests is in conflict with his professional  

           duty, unless he has declared his interest to his clients in writing. 
3.  Based on the available information, his action is legal so long as his interest in 

the developer/contractor company was made known and declared to all 
parties involved at the outset of the project.

4.   We would advise that you check and confirm if the necessary declarations 
were made. 

We hope this answers your query adequately.

PUBLIC QUERIES - JULY 2021

Ar. Adrianta Aziz
Chairman

Ar. Ng Chee Hin
Co. Chairman

1ST MEETING OF PAM EDUCATION COMMITTEE 2021-2022  

The meeting was held on 14 June 2021, 8.30-11.30 pm via online Zoom 
Meeting and chaired by Ar. Adrianta Aziz. Chairman welcomed newly 
appointed Co. Chair’s Ar. Ng Chee Hin and current members to the 1st 
Education Committee meeting for Council Term 2021-2022.

The committee welcomed new representatives from IPTA and IPTS to 
join Education Committee and looking forward to contributing and 
achieving its objectives. The new members are as follows: 
a) Ar. Iznny Ismail (UITM, Seri Iskandar)
b) Ar. Azli Abdullah (Universiti Malaysia Kelantan)
c) Ar. Mohd Azli Mohamad Jamil (Universiti Putra Malaysia)
d) Ar. Lim Wey Shan (Taylors University)
e) Ar. Dr. Mohd Firrdhaus Mohd Sahabudin (Universiti Malaya)
f) Datin Dr. Nor Hayati Hussain (Tunku Abdul Rahman University 

College)
g) Dr. Raja Nur Syaheeza Raja Mohd Yazit (Universiti Malaysia Sarawak)
h) En. Azari Mat Yasir (Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM)
i) En. Mhd Hafiz Karami Mhd Zain (Universiti Malaysia Kelantan)

The meeting discussed the matters arising as the below: 
a) PAM Inovar Scholarship Award 2021 (Part 2)
b) Malaysia Architecture Journal (MAJ)
c) PAM Education Directory for IPTA and IPTS
d) PAM Little Architects Drawing Design Competition (LADDC2020)  
e) PAM Academia Discourse (PAMad 2021)
f) Malaysia Architecture Education Online Lecture Series
g) Architectural Student Workshop 2020 “ZONE”
h) PAM Education Research Grant 2021 (PERG2021)
i) PAM Roadshow and Career Talk
j) 2021 Guangdong-Hongkong-Macau Greater Bay Area Association of 

Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN) International Colleges Design and 
Construction Competition – Malaysia Preliminary Round

k) Virtual Reality Channel For PAM Education Committee
l) PAM-Gahara Batik Millennia Design Competition 2020
m) Training of Trainers (TOT) Workshop And Access Audit In The Built 

Environment At Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya And Melaka

n) Roca One Day Design Challenge (ODDC)
o) PAM Archomix Student Design Competition 2021
p) PEF Scholarship Award
q) PAM Research Centre (PRC)
r) PAM Autism Art Competition

Other Matters 
a) Architalent 2021
b) PAM Yayasan Feruni Scholarship Award 2021
c) ARCASIA Thesis Of The Year 2021 (TOY)
d) ARCASIA Student’s Architectural Design Competition 2021
e) CPD Seminar Slots
f) Education Committee Calendar

The meeting was adjourned at 11.30 pm and Chairman thanked all 
committee members for their support towards the success of the 
objectives. 

The 2nd Meeting of Education Committee 2021-2022 will be held on 15 
July 2022 via the online Zoom Meeting platform.
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INTERVIEW WITH SELECTED WOMEN’S ARCHITECTS 
INITIATED BY GENDER EQUITY COMMITTEE 

 My family’s scarifies enabled me to pursue my dream for 
which I am eternally grateful. Their belief in me enabled 
me to believe in myself. This fueled my tenacity to pursue 
architecture regardless of the circumstances and 
situations that came my way.

 I took up my architectural degree in Scotland at the 
Duncan of Jordanstone College of Arts at the University of 
Dundee. The years at university was immensely rewarding 
and enjoyable for me although the hours were long. I 
enjoyed it because I was pursuing studies that I was 
interested in. Surprisingly there were as many girls on the 
course as there were boys. 

 Jane Drew came to give us a talk. She was in her late 70s 
then. Being a first year student, I did not know her 
significant in the architectural scene until much later. One 
of the first women architects in her country and a 
promoter of the Modern Movement in the United Kingdom. 
Her presence and sharing reinforced my conviction to be 
an architect.

 There was little awareness within our course that 
architecture would be sexist although it is known that 
there were fewer ladies in the profession and site work 
would be physically challenging. 

 Graduating at a point when UK was at one of her worst 
recessions in 1995, I had the good fortune to secure a job 
with Sir Deny Lasdun, Peter Softley and Associates in 
London.

 I was put to assist the project architect under the directive 
of Sir Denys on the extension to the Royal College of 
Physician on Regent’s Park. A privilege which I 
relinquished when Edward Cullinan Architects offered me 
a position to be involved with the design of the University 
of Gloucester Student Union Building. The project was to 
be designed and  built in a very short period of time; which 
means satisfying all the criteria required for my job work 
book to qualify to sit for my RIBA chartership. There were 
quite a few female architects in the office and they 
promoted equal opportunities as part of their office 
culture. The immersion at Cullinan shaped my approach to 
how I wanted to practice and challenged me to push 
beyond my comfort level. 

 Both my parents had cancer when I was undertaking my 
RIBA Part 2 studies. My father passed away battling colon 
cancer during my fourth year at University. I was grateful 
that I was given the opportunity to complete my degree; 
and having obtained my RIBA part 3 in 1997, that 
encapsulated the completion of my ‘architectural 
education’ in the UK. Being the eldest of six, I felt duty 
bound to head back to Malaysia for my family.
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AR. IVY JONG 

 Why did you choose architecture as a career? Who 
and what are the key factors that aspired you to do 
so? 

 I grew up in a family who were involved in building. My 
paternal grandfather was a catholic mission teacher who 
later started a sundry business and became a part time 
building contractor to feed his large family. He built 
churches for the mission in the 1950s. My father and his 
brothers were businessmen cum developers. They were the 
first who developed and built houses, a commercial complex  
and shophouses in our small hometown in Serian in the late 
1970s. Two of my uncles are architects, I was always 
fascinated with what they did. I grew up in a small town 
called Serian, about 60 km from Kuching City. Coming from 
a rural school in the 1980s, expectations of students post 
tertiary education was not very high. I remember when I 
was in form 4, one teacher asked the class what our 
ambition was. When I mentioned that I wanted to be an 
architect, he said he will eat his hat if I became one. 
Architecture was considered a science stream option and it 
was perceived to be too ambitious for an art student. Rather 
than getting disheartened, I took it as his challenge for me 
to prove him wrong.

 When I first told my late father that I would like to pursue 
an architectural degree, he was reluctant but relented. He 
was worried that architectural study would be too long a 
course and that I would be too ‘old’ to ‘settle down’ after I 
graduate!  As it was a male dominated profession (at that 
time), he also thought that this profession would be too 
hard a life for his eldest daughter.

 The women in my family played a huge role in shaping my 
resolve to do better in life. My mom, who had to give up her 
education early in life to support her family with her father’s 
untimely death; wanted her children to have the 
opportunity she did not have. The greatest influence in my 
pursuit of architecture was my Aunty Lotus. She was a 
wonderful and empowering lady whom I admirably 
witnessed juggle a career, family and extended family life 
with much grace and generosity. She is my eldest uncle’s 
wife who inspired, encouraged, supported and gave me the 
daring to pursue this career. 

 Please description your journey in architecture.

 I started my lower sixth form education in Dragon School ( 
now known as Tunku Abdul Rahman College). This was the 
school that students from all rural schools would be 
assigned to from the Sarawak central region if they did well 
in their M.C.E (S.P.M equivalent). Seeing that the odds were 
stacked against me in getting into an architectural degree 
course within Malaysia, I was given the opportunity  to 
pursue my A levels in England in the late 1980s. That was 
the breakthrough, as I was able to pursue subjects which 
would enable me to qualify to be admitted to an 
architectural school there.
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 juggle with work when my first child arrived and had to 
take ‘time-out’ when my second child came along as I felt 
that I was not able to perform and meet the demands 
required of my role in the office and take care of my family 
at the same time.

 Self-employment was an unplanned route. I started I. 
Jong Architect to do selected projects I could work on that 
gives me a better work-life balance. When my husband left 
his job in 2007, we took the plunge and started Atelier 
Timur Sdn. Bhd. I played the supporting role in the office 
which enabled me to juggle with work and family. As my 
children got older, I could then take on more at the office. 
Being self-employed was not easy but it allowed me to 
juggle my time to meet the needs and demand from both 
work and home life aspects.

 As an employer now, we look to see how we can 
accommodate and enable our employees to have this 
balance in the work place especially those who are sole 
carers to young children and elderly parents. The covid 
pandemic has actually given our office the momentum to 
improve upon our ‘virtual’ office and working from home. 
There is some silver lining in the midst of this pandemic.

 How do you think the profession can change to 
encourage equities in architecture practice?

 I joined PAMSC main committee many years ago because 
I felt it can be a platform to effect change; be it big or 
small in our professional environment. It was intimidating 
as first, being the only female enlisted in an all-male 
committee. I do feel that PAM can take the lead to create 
awareness and promote good practice on gender equality 
and fair gender opportunities within the organization. We 
can also advocate this to our PAM employer members. It 
has to be a pragmatic approach though. Many of our 
female architect graduates seems to have drop out of the 
industry. We need to find out why first. And address it 
from that stand.

 At PAM Sarawak Chapter (PAMSC), we started with 
engagement and sharing in our newsletter “Intersection”. 
Our chapter’s newsletter ‘INTERSECTION’ produces 
several feature articles which was spearheaded by Ar. Wee 
Hii Min (he is a wonderful advocator for women 
architects!) highlighting women architects in Kuching in 
the earlier years. It was an ice-breaker in many senses.

 We have since tried to create a supportive architectural 
community for female architects as well as young 
graduates. This did not start with just the female 
architects but a collective effort from both genders. Over 
the years, we have made extra effort to reach out to our 
fellows female architects to be involved in specific PAMSC 
events or taskforce. Changing their perception;  one event 
at a time. That it is still ‘manageable’ to be part of PAMSC 
in view of the work-life juggling that they do.  A decade 
since joining PAMSC main committee, we are seeing more 
and more female architects members being receptive to 
getting involve with PAMSC activities. They are stepping 
up and are more proactive. I believe this indirectly has 
some impact in providing a more conducive working 
environment in the practices they work in. I was honoured 
to be the first female chairing the chapter in 2019-2021. 
Our current PAMSC main committee has a healthy make 

 up of female-male committee members with a few of our 
female members coming up through the ranks. This is 
encouraging indeed for the future of the chapter.

 Challenges faced as a female architect and how did 
you overcome them?

 I can share with you a story, but I am not sure it will 
actually answer the question.

 I joined Building Consultant in Kuching upon my return. 
One of my early projects were the Mulu Caves 
development. I was sold on the excitement of working on a 
site with great natural beauty and the chance to see exotic 
wildlife. But was only given the opportunity to be assigned 
when other male colleagues declined. 

 Being the only female in an all-male team(including the 
client) in the development of the Mulu caves project (this 
was before Mulu Caves obtained UNESCO World Heritage 
Status), I had to work hard to gain trust from my follow 
team mates that I could physically lead. My team mates 
were quite chivalrous and I welcomed that.  It was a really 
memorable project. 

 Many years later, I had the opportunity to meet up with the 
same client on a different project. He then shared with me 
the  joke I was unaware that  ‘back fired’ during our ‘Mulu 
days’.

 Because I was a young female architect then, the team 
then decided to intensify the site meeting program as an 
‘induction’ and probably not expecting me to show up for 
the second site meeting thereafter.

 During my first trip to Mulu, they had prepared a grueling 
schedule. This meant leaving Kuching at the crack of dawn 
to Miri and taking the twin otter engine flight from there, 
arriving at Mulu by noon with an immediate 3-4 hours track 
on foot from the park headquarters to Deer Cave and back,  
inspecting and trouble-shooting along and in the caves 
chambers. By the time we return to the Park Headquarters, 
it would have been early evening. We would have the 
client-contractor meetings after a quick meal. The meeting 
lasted till midnight. This was followed by early dawn trail 
inspection up to Clear water caves chambers which was 
about 3 hours track to and back, then rushing to catch the 
last flight out that afternoon. Being the project architect 
and as it was my first project, I kept to that same grueling 
schedule for site meetings for the duration of the project. I 
had assumed that, that was the expected pace required. I 
was told later, that some of the team members took leave 
of absence during subsequent meetings because they 
could not keep up but they could not bring themselves to 
tell me ! 

 What is the biggest challenges that you’ve 
encountered in your career that could have 
prevented you from achieving your success? Are 
these challenges related to gender? How do you 
overcome them?

 My husband Sia Peh Swee is also an architect. We 
understand the commitment and challenges that comes 
with this career. Being in an understanding and supportive 
environment does help. 

 It was not easy to run projects when we started our family. 
During the earlier years of my career, there were little 
empathy for a balance work-life in the industry. The role of 
the architects in the running of projects  meant that as 
project architect, the bucks stop with you. I don’t think that 

 scenario has changed much. Finding a work-life balance 
was my biggest challenge during employment. I struggle to 
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 Can you share some advice with others especially 
the young and aspiring women who are considering 
a career in architecture?

 An architectural career is very diverse. Which provides 
various options of architectural work that is not stereo 
typical. Some of these roles like publication, teaching, 
research, design based work may provide career option in 
architecture that may allow for a better work-life balance.

 Sometimes you will need to have realistic expectations so 
that you will not be easily dishearten when the going gets 
tough. Most women are pragmatic. I believe we are better 
jugglers at what life throws our way. Cultivating 
understanding and support, be it family or your partner 
would be a big plus! 

 Equity has to be created within your circle. Like a ripple on 
water, it has to start from the centre, i.e., YOU. How people 
treat you or how you want to be treated must start with 
your acceptance of that action. Inevitably, that will be the 
creation of the environment you will be in. So don’t be afraid 
to walk away from situation that is not conducive. Know 
your worth. 

 What is your views and expectation on the 
establishment of PAM Gender Equity Special 
Committee?

 PAM Gender equality special committee is timely. The 
establishment of a bigger platform from which we can 
establish a network of sharing and support amongst our 
female architectural community will be very much welcome.

 This platform can be at an individual as well as at industry 
level. There are many aspects that needs addressing. 

 We can help give women a greater awareness of the various 
opportunities available in the aspect of work, re-training etc. 
that enable them to look at the job options available within 
the industry, one that can give them the appropriate 
work-life balance. Especially for young mothers or those 
caring for their elderly parents. And also, to enable them to 
be able to return to the industry for those who took time out 
from work through re-training etc.

 The expectation of primary carer being female is slowly 
changing in our Asian society. The committee can also 
advocate for better government policies; for example - 
addressing the cost impact of maternity leave and child care 
leave-support and maybe promote certain incentives in 
governmental policies. So this aspects does not become an 
economical discriminating factor that deter employers from 
employing female architect.

 Thank you.
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TEAM PAMSC 2019-2020

TEAM PAMSC 2020-2021

Edward Cullinan Architects Archeolink project in Scotland :a site visit in 1996

My early years in architecture school when everything then was hand drawn! 

2019 gathering with President Lillian Tay and PAMSC Past Chairmen 
(From left to right: Ar. Desmond Kuek, Dato' John Lau, Ar. Philip Chang, 
Ar. David Ong, Ar. Stephen Liew, President Lilian, Ar. Ivy Jong, Ar. Brian 
Chien, Ar. Peter Wong, Ar. Mike Boon and Ar. Bong Joon Hin)
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VIRTUAL MEETING WITH THE ECONOMIC ACTION 
COUNCIL (EAC) SECRETARIAT 
- CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY RECOVERY DURING MCO
Putrajaya, 24 July 2021: Economic Action Council (EAC) 
Secretariat has called construction industry players to give 
feedbacks on the industry’s issues on the ground and to 
suggest practical solutions for construction industry recovery 
under the present COVID-19 pandemic situation.  A virtual 
meeting chaired by EAC Secretariat Executive Director, Prof. Tan 
Sri Dr. Noor Azlan Ghazali attended by PAM, REHDA, CIDB, 
RISM, ACEM, BMDAM, MBAM and many other contractors 
associations.

In his introduction, Tan Sri Dr. Noor Azlan highlighted that there 
are many associations and professional bodies are asking for 
the economy to be re-opened and to allow them to get back to 
work. He acknowledge that, among the known issues in the 
implementation of Movement Control Order (MCO) and the 
Standard Operation Procedure (SOP) are :

i. No proper engagement with relevant parties in preparing 
SOP;

ii. Ad hoc implementation of SOP without sufficient notice and 
frequent changes of SOP cause confusion to the businesses 
and members of public;

iii. Enforcement of SOP by authorities in ‘ambush manners’ 
with hefty punishment not educating the public to properly 
follow SOP;

iv. Priming from government for financial assistance without 
allowing business to open will affect the economy in long 
term.

EAC has made a recommendation to MITI to re-open essential 
services and related supply chain in July 2021, however there 
are ambiguities on the definition of essential services that are 
related to supply chain sets, which causes confusions on the 
essential services and supply chains that are allowed to open.

Many associations including developers and contractors 
highlighted that the professional services need to be re-opened 
because the construction industry requires the professional 
services to operate in construction and development.

Mr. Farrin Mokhtar from CIDB shared the statistic that the total 
volume and value of construction contract awarded in 2020 
dropped tremendously to RM84 billion – first time in 20 years 
the value dropped below RM100 billion. The ratio of the 
projects awarded in 2020 is 30% government projects with 
70% private projects. With 70% are from private projects, it is 
crucial for the Government to allow the business and private 
developer to re-open, otherwise the economy will further 
shrink.

There are also shortage of materials and increased of materials 
prices during the MCO, with steel bars price increased up to 
50% since Jan 2021. Cement price also increased because the 
production of cement was affected during MCO, which causes 
short of supply in the market. Shortage of materials is 
happening all over the world, and China has imposed high 
export levy to their exporters and focuses on material 
productions for their domestic usage. 

Mr. Farrin also highlighted about the shortage of labour supply, 
which already occurred prior to MCO, but the travel restriction 

is giving more impact to the labour supply. He informed that 
most of foreign labour supply comes from Bangladesh, 
Indonesia and Nepal. 

Datuk Ar. Ezumi, PAM President informed that most of 
professionals in construction industry are working from home. 
Communication and transmission of documents are conducted 
via online digital format using digital platform.  He said KPKT 
has developed existing digital platform - OSC 3.0+ Online 
system, however, the online platform was not fully 
implemented digitally. Hardcopy document and plans still be 
required for submission in hard copies over the service 
counters.

Many practitioners are having difficulties to comply with this 
hard copy submission requirements due to working from home 
via online without permit to access their office to print 
documents and printing shops are also not allowed to open. 
PAM appeal for the regulators and technical agencies to accept 
the submission of applications and document via digital format. 
Tan Sri Noor Azlan agreed that it is time for the system to be 
fully digitally transformed, otherwise this recovery without 
reform is a waste of opportunity. 

Datuk Ir. Soam, REHDA President informed that a quick 
recovery through Home Ownership Campaign (HOC) in 2019 
has recorded a total transactions of RM43 billion which 
translates to RM20billion of construction works value. REHDA 
requested for the government to allow sales of property via 
appointment during MCO to allow the sale to proceed and move 
our economy. He also highlighted that development projects 
give opportunities to 150 other business activities to move. 

Among other issues in construction are unclear SOP and 
inconsistencies of approval process for Temporary Labour 
Quarter (TLQ) implemented by local authorities. Construction 
can only continue for the sites with TLQ. However, the process 
of getting the approval from local authorities is very 
bureaucratic. 

Sr. Aziah Mohd Yussof from RISM highlighted that Property 
surveying need solution with regard to valuation process under 
the MCO and requested Ministry of Finance (MOF) to approve 
property valuing as essential service. Banks require hard copy 
printed reports for bank loan approval, however, property 
valuers are not allowed to carry out property inspections and to 
go to office to have their reports prepared. 

Datuk Ir. Mohd Adnan, Past President of ACEM highlighted that 
ministries and regulators need to collaboration and to be 
coordinated to publish a clear definition on essential services. 
The process of getting permit to re-open and SOP also need to 
be centralised and more coordinated. 

The professionals need office support, although they are 
working from home, it is necessary to allow the professional 
service providers to go back to office with strict SOP to do some 
tasks that require them to do it in the office.  He also suggested 
to the Government to study the behavioural of government 
officers and many employees who use Work From Home as 
excuses for not doing their works.
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Md Nasir from GBC  highlighted that the materials shortage 
issues to be properly investigated. He proposed KPDNKK to 
check and control the materials delivered to construction sites. 
The association claimed that materials delivered to site were 
not properly weighted with  manipulation to its quantities. He 
requested the government to check manipulative behaviour on 
supply of construction materials, to investigate whether it is a 
true material supplies shortage or ‘false’ shortage purported for 
price manipulation.  

Persatuan Kontraktor Bumiputra Malaysia (PKBM) suggested to 
the government to give more power to CIDB to administer the 
construction industry during the MCO. Contractors grade  G1 to 
G4 desperately need to be given works, which should also 
include the hardware suppliers and sub-contractors.

Mr. Bill Lee from Building Material Distributors Association 
Malaysia (BMDAM) highlighted the major issues in getting the 
permit for materials delivery to hardware shop, processing 
plants, IBS plants etc. There is no permit category can be 
issued to deliver the materials other than the construction sites. 
The permit issued by CIDB only for delivery of building 
materials to construction sites. 

BMDAM requested for CIDB to be allowed to issue such permit 
for delivery of materials to hardware shop, processing plants, 
IBS plants etc, instead of KPDNKK HEP.

Tan Sri Noor Azlan concluded the meeting thanking the industry 
players participated in the meeting and informed that the 
Secretariat will prepare a paper to be presented to the 
Economic Action Council meeting to discuss necessary actions 
to be taken to resolve the issues.  
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PAM wishes to congratulate our Past President Datuk Ar. Tan Pei Ing for being elected as UIA Secretary General in the 28th UIA 
General Assembly and elections concluded on 30th July 2021. She is the first female UIA Secretary General, and the first Secretary 
General from Region IV. She has served the UIA in various capacities such as Region IV Council member as well as being a member 
of the Professional Practice Commission and International Women in Architecture committee. 

Datuk Ar. Tan Pei Ing is also the Past President of the Architects Regional Council of Asia (ARCASIA) and currently serves as the 
advisor of ARCASIA. She is a strong advocate for social responsibility, diversity, equity and inclusion as well as climate resilience. She 
was conferred with Honorary and Fellow memberships from AIA, KIRA, RAIA, FCARM and MIID and also the recipient of PAM Gold 
Medal for Service in 2019.

Congratulations to newly elected 
International Union of Architects 
(UIA) Bureau Members 2021-2023

President: 
José-Luis Cortés Delgado (Mexico), 
 
Secretary General: 
Tan Pei Ing (Malaysia)
 
Treasurer: 
Seif Allah Alnaga (Egypt)
 
Vice President, Region I: 
Natalie Mossin (Nordic Countries)
 
Vice-President, Region II: 
Istelianna Atanassova (Georgia)
 
Vice-President, Region III:  
Sam Oboh (Canada)
 
Vice-President, Region IV: 
Ishtiaque Zahir (Bangladesh)
 
Vice-President, Region V: 
Tokunbo Omisore (Nigeria) 
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NATIONAL POLICY ON GOOD REGULATORY 
PRACTICE (NPGRP) FORUM
On 30 July 2021, The National Policy on Good Regulatory 
Practice (NPGRP) Forum was organized virtually by Malaysia 
Productivity Corporation (MPC). The forum was launched  by 
YBhg. Tan Sri Mohd Zuki Ali, Chief Secretary to the 
Government for Malaysia.

Titled “Boosting Productivity Through Quality Regulation”, 
the forum sought to inculcate the importance of Good 
Regulatory Practice (GRP) among policy makers, and 
strengthen the compliance of GRP for introduction of new 
regulations and amendment of existing regulations in 
boosting productivity and competitiveness in Malaysia. 

Following the launching, Prof. Dr. Haim Hilman Abdullah, the 
Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research & Innovation) of 
Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) moderated the forum with 
a list of esteemed panelists; Nick Malyshev, Head of the 
Regulatory Policy Division of Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD); Mr. Michael Ronnie 
Langgong, Director of State Service Modernisation Unit 
(UPPN), Sarawak Chief Minister’s Department; and Datuk Ar. 
Ezumi Harzani Ismail, PAM President. 

The session was divided into two rounds – the first 
discussing discussed various ideas on new good regulatory 
reform perspective, challenges and consultation process 
including new ways of public consultation through digital 
platforms in order to move forward, especially so in the 
times of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

It was emphasized that regulators need to adopt agile 
regulation to suit with the current and future needs of the 
businesses, especially in the era of new and emerging 
technologies, where policy makers and regulators are 
required to change their delivery of regulation and quickly 
adopt digital technologies to reduce regulatory burdens that 
may hinder  business to enhance productivity, digitalization 
and competitiveness. 

In the second round of the session, Mr. Michael shared 
enlightening insights on the Sarawak Good Regulatory 
Practices initiated through Key Focus Activities under 
Sarawak Civil Service 2010-2020 (SCS10-20) Action Plan, 
the on-going initiatives drives by Chief Minister’s 
Department specifically by UPPN, as well as the challenges 
faced by state regulators in implementing GRP in Sarawak.

Adding to the discussion, Datuk Ar. Ezumi shared how the 
Covid-19 pandemic has impacted many industries with the 
sudden change in conditions of work from home and 
working remotely, especially the compliance challenges 
from the industry’s perspective on regulatory burden. 
Further, he discussed how agile rules and digitisation can 
play a part in dealing with construction permits and the 
numerous activities carried out on license approval and cost 
compliance.

Further, Mr. Malyshev elaborated the latest initiatives by 
OECD on GRP to help the economic recovery process of 
several nations worldwide and how Agile regulation can 
form an impactful part of GRP. Building from his experience 
working with a number of national governments to support 
their efforts to realize regulatory reforms including, most 
recently, Korea, Peru, Chile, and Mexico, he also discussed 
the ways ex-post evaluation are able to improve 
government’s strategies to evaluate the performance of 
regulatory policies and framework, and the importance of 
political support for an effective reform.

The forum was concluded at 12.15 pm and had successfully 
garnered over 4,400 participants and viewers via Zoom 
webinar platform as well as MPC’s Facebook Live throughout 
the session.



MASA AND 1ST ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 2021/2022  
The meeting was held on 28 June 2021, 8.00 pm via online Zoom 
Meeting and chaired by the President’s Jason Pang Jian Sheng. 
Chairman welcomed all members to the 1st Annual General Meeting 
of Malaysia Architecture Students Alliance for Council Term 
2021/2022.

The meeting discussed the matters arising as the below: 
a) Introduction of new members from University College of 

Technology Sarawak (UCTS)
b) Update report on Malaysian Architecture Education Online 

Lecture Series
c) Proposal of Architecture Student Survey
d) ARCHIDEX x MASA Webinar Series
e) Kuala Lumpur Architecture Festival 2020/21

Council approved the new membership applications for June 
2021 of 4 Corporate Members,  18 Graduate Members, 4 Associate 
Graduate Members, 106 Student Members, 3 Reinstatement 
Corporate Members, 2 Reinstatement Graduate Members and 1 
Ordinary Membership – Above 65 years old.

Council unanimously agreed to the appointment of PAM 
Representatives on the Board of Architects Malaysia for the 
term from 15 October 2021 – 14 October 2023 as follows:
1. Datuk Ar. Ezumi Harzani Ismail, President (2 years)
2. Ar. Abu Zarim Abu Bakar, Deputy President (2 years)
3. Datuk Ar. Ho Jia Lit, PAM Sabah Chapter Representative (1 year 

from 15 October 2021-14 October 2022)
4. Ar. Philip Chang Foh Phing, PAM Sarawak Chapter Representative 

(1 year from 15 October 2022 – 14 October 2023).

PAM Southern Chapter (PAMSO) reported that Ar.TV by 
PAMSO is a YouTube Channel dedicated for Architects in Malaysia, 
particularly in the Southern Region.

There will be seven segments in the Ar.TV as follows:
I. IDOL.Ar
 Casual and Special Interview session with selected PAMSO 

Other Matters 
a) Certificate and Souvenir 
b) Collaboration with PAM Academia Discourse 2021
c) Collaboration with Roca Malaysia 

MASA would like to thank former President Loke Hau Yee and 
others for their dedication and passionate conducted MASA’s 
direction and objective. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10.30 pm and Chairman thanked all 
committee members for their support towards the success of the 
objectives. 

 Senior Architect. Veteran and Senior Architects will share their 
knowledge and wisdom to inspire the younger generation of 
Future Architects.

II. B4T VOICE
 B4T Voice is PAM Southern Chapter’s platform to empower 

emerging young Architects under 40. Let your voice be heard.
III. Q[Ar]A
 It is an information board featuring all knowledge required by 

Architects.
IV. RM4Ar
 A series of sharing financial knowledge for Architects.
V. Ar.INSIGHT
 Insight for launching projects from an Architect’s point of view 

on designing a project in the search for Architecture Creativity.
VI. Ar.TRAVEL
 It features Architectural Travel Photos and Destinations 

submitted by Architects as a source of Inspirations be it 
thematically, atmospherically and so on and so forth.

VII. U GOT SKILL!!
 Creative Ways of showcasing creativity in Architectural 

Presentations in conjunction with technology.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE SECOND MEETING OF 
PAM COUNCIL 2021 – 2022 HELD ON 25 JUNE 2021 VIA ZOOM MEETING
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PAM Council 2021-2022
president
YBhg. Datuk Ar Ezumi Harzani bin Ismail

deputy president
Ar Abu Zarim bin Abu Bakar

vice president
Ar Alvin Lim Hai Seah

honorary secretary
Ar Thirilogachandran a/l Shanmugasundaram

honorary treasurer
Ar Alice Leong Pek Lian

immediate past president
Ar Lillian Tay Wai Fun

past presidents on council
YBhg. Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Ar. Hj Esa bin Hj Mohamed
YBhg. Datuk Ar Tan Pei Ing
Ar Paul Lai Chu
Ar Hj. Saifuddin Ahmad

ordinary member of council
Ar Adrianta Aziz
Ar Aimi Ramizah Roslan
Ar Au Tai Yeow
Ar David Yek Tak Wai
Ar Hazri Abdul Aziz
Ar Husam Abdul Fatah Haron
Ar Dexter Koh Yew Peng
Ar Anthony Lee Tee
Ar Mumtazah Mustajab
Ar Ng Chee Hin
Ar Shafik Kamarulzaman
Ar Steven Thang Boon Ann
Dato’ Ar Zulkhairi Md Zain

northern chapter representative
Ar Leow Kwong Choon

southern chapter representative
Ar Ahmad Farik Abd Ghaffar

east coast chapter representative
Ar Hauzi Dato’ Hashim

sabah chapter representative
Ar Haji Shahriman Abdullah

sarawak chapter representative
Ar Chai Si Yong

non-corporate member on council
Dr Asrul Mahjuddin Ressang bin Aminuddin
Dr Najah Md Alwi
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YBhg. Datuk Ar Ezumi Harzani bin Ismail
Zarina Ibrahim
Nur Ekzan binti Mohd Ekbal
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Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia
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www.pam.org.my

publishing agency
PCSN Consultancy
45-2, Jalan Bandar 16, 
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PAM Awards 2020 
by A&A Architects Sdn Bhd

PAM East Coast (PAMEC) reported that PAMEC is organising nine sessions of Part 3 
Examination Preparation Clinic Online. The first two sessions had taken place on 5 
June and 19 June 2021 and the third session will on 3 July 2021.  PAMEC is organising Part 
3 Examination Preparation Clinic Online sessions for the Graduate members to assist them 
in preparing their Part 3 Examination at free of charge as part of PAMEC’s contribution to 
PAMEC’s members and to members from other regions.

Awards Competition reported on the PAM – The Edge Green Excellence Award. Due to 
the shortage of time, Ar Alvin Lim has been requested by the Committee to be the Convener 
for the Award. The Panel of Jurors are as follows;
1. Datuk Ar Ezumi Harzani Ismail, PAM President 2021/2022
2. Ar Boon Che Wee, Eminent Architect
3. Ar Rizal Ahmad Banjar, Eminent Architect

The deadline of the submission will be on 2 July 2021.

The final judging of PAM Awards 2021 was completed. The jury awarded 8 Gold, 10 
Silver, and 3 Commendation with 1 Building of the Year 2021. The Award presentation is 
proposed to be held in August/September 2021 but that would depend on the COVID-19 
situation.

Community and Social Responsibility Committee (CSR) reported that a message 
was received from CIDB to inform that Kementerian Kerja Raya (KKR) had approved 
MyBeg’s proposal under Jawatankuasa Kerja Dasar under KKR and subsequently to bring to 
the Minister level. Upon approval, CSR will present the proposal to the Minister of Works. 
The Core Team of MyBeg is moving actively in compiling all the data.     

Constitution Review Committee (CRev) will have the draft of the proposed 
amendments to PAM Constitution and Bye-Laws by 30 June 2021 and will circulate to 
Council for approval in the third Council meeting. In September 2021, the online and 
physical EGM will be held on assumption that the Bye-Laws and rules to convene a virtual 
AGM/EGM has been finalised and approved by the Registrar of Societies (ROS). 

Convention Committee reported that ARCHIDEX 2021 is targeted to be held on 3 – 6 
November 2021 in a hybrid format. The hybrid format will be reviewed after MCO 3.0 is 
lifted to see the possibility to have a physical exhibition.

It was reported that there were no submissions received to date for the ‘KLAF 2022 Call 
for Director’. The submission deadline is 14th July 2021. 

KLAF2021 Green Weekend that was scheduled on 4-5 June 2021 was postponed to 
September 2021 due to MCO 3.0. The webinar on Bamboo Architecture will be held on 10 
July 2021 with the theme ‘Grass is Green’.

Education Committee (EDU) reported that PAM Student members under MASA are 
organising the Online Lecture Series, and PAM Academic members are organising PAM 
Academia Discourse (PAMad 2021). Pesta Maya was successfully organised on 4-6 
June 2021. More than 1,500 certificates have been issued to the participants.

Housing and Urban Wellbeing Committee (HUW) reported that the 12th edition of 
International Conference on World Class Sustainable Cities (WCSC) was supposed 
to be held in 2020 but due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it was postponed to 2021. However, 
the theme ‘Low Carbon City, from Blueprint to Implementation’ will be maintained as in 
agreement with Datuk Bandar Kuala Lumpur. The tentative date of the hybrid Conference is 
27-28 September 2021. However, the format of the Conference is depending on the 
COVID-19 situation in September 2021, whether fully physical, hybrid or online.

International Affairs Committee (IAC) reported that the Election of UIA Bureau 
and Council members and 28th UIA General Assembly, Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) will 
be conducted online on 18 – 30 July 2021.

The Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Conference will be held in the 
Philippines on 26-30 October 2021.
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