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Feminist Urbanism in the Age of Big Data 

¤  Gender equality in urban planning and design 

¤  “Gender mainstreaming” in the city of Vienna 

¤  “The right to the city” in the New Urban Agenda 

¤  The use of data for creating just and feminist urban 
futures 



1. Gender equality in urban planning and design 

¤  “What would a non-sexist city be 
like?”  

¤  Hayden, Dolores. 1980. What Would A Non-Sexist 
City Be Like? Speculations on Housing, Urban 
Design, and Human Work. Signs 5 (3): S170-87.  



1. Gender equality in urban planning and design 

¤  The Public/Private 
Binary 

¤  The separation of 
the ‘productive’ 
and 
‘reproductive’ 
spheres 

 

https://urbanusvulgaris.wordpress.com/2012/05/ 



1. Gender equality in urban planning and design 

¤  How gender could be recognized, implemented and 
become integral parts of urban design and 
methodology? 

http://www.punt6.org/en/ http://www.ingenere.it/en/people/collectiu-punt-6 



1. Gender equality in urban planning and design 

¤ New Urbanism centers on four tenets.  

1.  The built environment should be pedestrian friendly and walkable;  
2.  Neighborhoods should have a central node that is focused on public space;  
3.  Neighborhoods should have a variety of uses and functions including homes, stores, offices, schools, etc.; and,  
4.  Neighborhoods should have a spectrum of housing types such as single-family homes, townhouses, apartments, 

townhouses, and condos. 

¤  Rees, Amanda. 2003. New Urbanism: Visionary Landscapes in the Twenty-First Century. In Suburban Sprawl: Culture, Theory, and Politics. Eds. Eds. 
Lindstrom, Matthew J., and Hugh Bartling. 2003. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield. 

 

https://www.cnu.org/resources/tools 



1. Gender equality in urban planning and design 

¤  Feminist Design Principles: 

¤  Public Space 
¤  Diversity in Housing Type 
¤  High-Density Development 
¤  Access to Childcare 
¤  Access to Public Transit 
¤  Multi-Use Zoning 
¤  Integration of Different Races and Classes in the Neighborhood 
¤  Communal Facilities 

¤  Fagan, Charlotte C., "Empowerment by Design?: A Case Study of Women Living in New Urbanist 
Neighborhoods" (2012). Geography Honors Projects. Paper 31. 
http://digitalcommons.macalester.edu/geography_honors/31  

http://www.janejacobswalk.org/photos-and-stories/ 



2. Gender mainstreaming in the city of Vienna 

 

¤ Vienna – a 
model city for 
Gender 
Mainstreaming 

¤  Urban planning – 
cemeteries 

¤  Public lighting and safety in 
public spaces 

¤  Gender-sensitive 
education in day care 
centers for children 

¤  Awareness raising 
campaign (at the 
municipality) 

¤  http://www.charter-equality.eu/exemple-de-
bonnes-pratiques/a-model-city-for-gender-
mainstreaming.html 

http://www.womenability.org/meeting2-eva-kail-ceo-of-the-city-of-
vienna/ 



2. Gender mainstreaming in the city of Vienna 

¤  The apartment buildings 
surrounded by circular, grassy 
areas and courtyards.  

¤  The complexes included 
kindergarten schools, 
pharmacies, and doctors 
offices, closely connected to 
public transit.   

¤  https://www.vice.com/en_asia/
article/d7a55a/sexism-and-the-city-
id 

https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2013/09/how-design-city-women/6739/ 

Frauen-Werk-Stadt (Women-Work-City):  
A Township Designed for Women in  
Vienna, Austria, 1993 
 



2. Gender mainstreaming in the city of Vienna 

Gender-Sensitive 
Open-Space 
Planning 

St. Johanna-Park Vienna,  
https://difu.de/publikationen/open-space-and-gender-gender-sensitive-open-space.htm 



2. Gender mainstreaming in the city of Vienna 

¤  Research and Data 

http://www.kmt-arch.com/researchdevelopment/urbangender/tabid/198/language/en-US/
Default.aspx 

Urban Gender 
(Vienna, Austria), Study, 2007-2008 
 



2. Gender mainstreaming in the city of Vienna 

¤ Gender-Sensitive Urban Planning: The 
Future Of Safe Cities  

Illustration by Julia Minamata, from the 
Toronto Women's City Alliance's advocacy on gender-
sensitive planning. 

https://www.uua.org/international/blog/gender-sensitive-urban-planning-future-safe-cities 



3. The right to the city in the New Urban Agenda 

The Right to the 
City 
 
“We aim to achieve cities and human 
settlements where all persons are able to 
enjoy equal rights and opportunities, as 
well as their fundamental freedoms, 
guided by the purposes and principles of 
the Charter of the United Nations, 
including full respect for international law. 
In this regard, the New Urban Agenda is 
grounded in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, international human rights 
treaties, the Millennium Declaration and 
the 2005 World Summit Outcome. It is 
informed by other instruments such as the 
Declaration on the Right to Development “ 

United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III) in Quito, 
Ecuador, on 20 October 2016.  



3. The right to the city in the New Urban Agenda 

¤  The operationalization 
of the concept of cities 
for all. 

¤  Gender inequalities in 
urban economic and 
leaderships spheres.  

In response to UN Habitat for a Better Urban Future, Kuala Lumpur Declaration on Cities 2030 was 
launched Kuala Lumpur, 13 February 2018.  



3. The right to the city in the New Urban Agenda 

¤  “The right to the city is far more than the 
individual liberty to access urban resources: 
it is a right to change ourselves by changing 
the city. It is, moreover, a common rather 
than an individual right since this 
transformation inevitably depends upon the 
exercise of a collective power to reshape 
the processes of urbanization. The freedom 
to make and remake our cities and 
ourselves is, I want to argue, one of the most 
precious yet most neglected of our human 
rights.” 

¤   ~ David Harvey, The Right To The City, 2008 



3. The right to the city in the New Urban Agenda 

¤  Mayor Ada Colau (Barcelona) 
“After Habitat III: a stronger urban 
future must be based on the right 
to the city”  

¤  https://globalparliamentofmayors.org/mayor-ada-colau-
barcelona-after-habitat-iii-a-stronger-urban-future-must-be-
based-on-the-right-of-the-city/ 

“We still live in sexist and patriarchal 
cities – patriarchy goes hand in 
hand with the neoliberal city; they 
are two sides of the same coin. But 
right now we have an opportunity 
for those individuals who have 
traditionally been let down as 
“second-class citizens” to become 
the main characters. It’s not just a 
question of gender justice; this is an 
opportunity to improve our 
democracies. The public is 
demanding that we – politicians 
and institutions alike – change our 
priorities.” 
 
~ Ada Colau, mayor of Barcelona, 
Spain at UN Habitat III, 2016 
 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/
oct/20/habitat-3-right-city-concrete-
policies-ada-colau 



3. The right to the city in the New Urban Agenda 

¤  Municipalism 

¤  The Quality of 
Democracy 

¤  Feminization 
of Politics 

The Barcelona Mayor Ada Colau’s ruling coalition has its roots in an anti-austerity 
movement that’s often referred to as Spain’s precursor to Occupy Wall Street. 
 
https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists/barcelonas-experiment-in-radical-
democracy 

 



4. The use of data for creating just and feminist 
urban futures 

¤ Data In/Security 
and Data 
Privacy 
Regulation 

¤  Consumer data. 
¤  Government data 

breaches 
¤  “Surveillance capitalism” 

companies 
¤  Pervasive Sensor 

Technology 
¤  Government surveillance 

data 

http://humanitytech.theatlantic.com/ 



4. The use of data for creating just and feminist 
urban futures 

https://urbanage.lsecities.net/data 



4. The use of data for creating just and feminist 
urban futures 

https://urbanage.lsecities.net/ 



4. The use of data for creating just and feminist 
urban futures 



Thank you 


