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1.  26 May 2025 We have several projects where we intend to use facing bricks 
on the façades of our buildings. These facing bricks are non-
load bearing, used as cladding between structural elements, 
and not intended for compartmentation or as party walls. 
 

We contacted three facing brick suppliers in Malaysia – 
Supplier A, Supplier B, and Supplier C - and were informed 
that none of them have either an MS certification or a Fire 
Certificate for facing bricks. 
 

As a reference, UBBL 1984, Section 224: Fire Resistance 
makes mention of the Notional Period of Fire Resistance for 
Masonry Construction. Under this, clay bricks, including 
facing bricks of any size, are required to have a Fire 
Certificate to comply with UBBL. 
 

However, the suppliers provided the following reasons for not 
having certification: 
 

1. Facing bricks are decorative in nature and therefore not 
considered to require a Fire Certificate. 

2. The production cost of facing bricks is about double that 
of normal clay bricks. If certification were required, the 
cost would increase further. 

3. The market for facing bricks in Malaysia is small, so 
suppliers do not see value in renewing the Fire Certificate 
annually. 

 

Given this, our key question is: Do non-load bearing facing 
bricks require a Fire Certificate and/or an MS certification? 

Thank you for your enquiry regarding the Malaysian Standards (MS) 
and fire certificate requirements for facing bricks in Malaysia. Please 
find our responses and clarifications on the matters raised below: 
 

1. Compliance of Clay Facing Bricks with the Ninth Schedule of the 
UBBL 

 

To the best of our knowledge, clay facing bricks have been 
generally accepted as compliant with the fire performance criteria 
stipulated in the Ninth Schedule of the Uniform Building By-Laws 
(UBBL), which sets out minimum fire resistance requirements for 
building elements. The UBBL does not explicitly require the 
submission of fire test certificates for clay facing bricks. 

 

However, as the interpretation and application of the relevant by-
laws may vary depending on the project context, we recommend 
discussing the matter with the Fire and Rescue Department of 
Malaysia (BOMBA), within the context of the requirements of 
UBBL to determine whether a fire certificate is required in your 
specific case.  

  
2. Applicability of By-law 224 

 

Based on your description, we understand that the facing bricks in 
question are not intended for structural use or for 
compartmentation walls. Accordingly, the fire resistance provisions 
under By-law 224 (Fire resistance for any element of structure) 
would not apply. 

 

We recommend that you review the following by-laws to determine 
the relevant fire safety provisions applicable to your project: 

 

• By-laws 142, 214, and 222 – pertaining to wall construction 
and fire resistance, 



 

 

NO DATE ENQUIRY RESPONSE FROM TEAM 

• By-law 206 and the Eighth Schedule – addressing limitations 
on flame spread for wall finishes (should your facing bricks 
form part of any internal wall).  

 

If By-law 222 is applicable and no specific fire resistance period is 
stated, it may be reasonable to question whether a fire certificate 
is required in such circumstances. As the Fire and Rescue 
Department of Malaysia (BOMBA) are the relevant authority on 
matters of fire safety compliance and certification, we advise you 
to consult BOMBA on the application of the above-mentioned by-
laws relative to your project.  

 

3. MS / FIRE Certification Requirements 

 

The UBBL does set specific performance standards (and the test 
criteria) for certain building components but as far as we are aware, 
there are no specific requirements for the submission of test 
certificates for specific building components. As noted above, we 
would advise that you examine the performance criteria required 
under the UBBL (if any) and discuss with BOMBA on whether such 
test certificates are indeed required in your case. 

 

 


